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PREFACE. 



What! another Commentary on Zechariahl 
the reader is ready to exclaim. Have we 
not a Lowth and a Blayney ? What can learn- 
ing, talent, or research effect, that has not 
been effected already ? In a word, I answer 
— nothing. But, on the other hand, I ask, 
what have they effected? With the excep- 
tion of particular passages, on which light 
has been thrown, the general scope of the 
prophecy remains as obscure as ever. Suf- 
ficient proof of this appears in the want of 
consistency in the plan of interpretation! 
which in one verse looks to future events, 
and in another to events long past, for ex- 
planation ; in one part supposes the prophet 

A 2 



IV PREFACE. 

to offer a connected series of consecutive pre- 
dictions ; in the next supposes him to be car- 
ried away by a transport into a digression 
bordering upon incoherency; varying, more- 
over, continually in the principle of exposi- 
tion, which is literal or figurative, political or 
spiritual by turns. Surely this is not legiti- 
mate exposition, but rather bespeaks some 
latent error, some radical. defect in the plan, 
or principle of investigation. 

To point out that defect, which the writer 
fancies he has discovered, is the object of the 
present attempt; whether he be right or 
wrong, the reader must decide. The traveller 
who mistakes his road, only goes the farther 
astray the more he prolongs his journey. So 
the commentator on prophecy, who labours 
to force the text to a sense which it was not 
intended to bear, the more learning and in- 
genuity he employs, the more he becomes in- 
volved in intricacy and obscurity. 

In expounding the prophecies relating to 
the Jews, commentators have had chiefly in 
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view their temporal and political state ; where- 
as the writer conceives, that their moral and 
religious, that is, their spiritual condition, is 
really the main purport of those which relate 
to the restoration of Israel. Let any one 
read the description of the New Jerusalem 
in the 2Jst chapter of Revelations, and ask 
himself, if this can possibly apply to a literal 
city, or political state. It evidently cannot ; 
and yet it must apply to some state of the 
Jews on earth ; for the Messiah's kingdom is 
always described as a kingdom on earth ; and, 
therefore, if the description does not apply to 
their temporal, it must to their spiritual con- 
dition. 

The Messiah's kingdom is allowed to be 
the chief subject of these prophecies ; but if 
Christ be the Messiah, his kingdom is a spiri* 
tual one, and what relates to it must be spiri- 
tually understood. We marvel at the blind- 
ness which prevents the Jews from perceiving 
in prophecy the numerous intimations of a 
spiritual Messiah, all of which appear to us 
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to have been distinctly fulfilled in the person 
of Christ ; and yet that very blindness to 
their spirituality is what prevents ourselves 
from understanding other prophecies relating 
to the same subject. LiCt this be steadily 
and uniformly kept in view, and most of the 
difficulties will vanish ; and an interpretation 
will unfold itself, not only historically minute, 
and chronologically accurate, but which is, 
moreover, as far as scriptural language ad- 
mits, literal ; for in what relates to spiritual 
affairs, the spiritual is the most literal inter* 
pretation. This, then, is the principle of the 
following exposition, and when it has been 
found necessary to correct the translation, it 
was not for the purpose of finding out more 
recondite meanings, but to bring back the 
words of the text to their ordinary and literal 
signification. 

' With regard to the controversial form under 
which the treatise appears, a word of expla- 
nation may be requisite. The writer having 
framed his views of prophecy on principles 
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most at variance with those of the Jews, 
and being only a self-taught Hebraist, was 
anxious to know how far his exposition might 
be controverted by an acknowledged Hebrew 
scholar of the Jewish persuasion. Upon in- 
quiry he was referred to his present oppo- 
nent, as the fittest person for that purpose ; 
and he had the satisfaction to find, that how- 
ever they might differ in the plan of inter- 
pretation, yet his opponent could rarely chal- 
lenge the accuracy or fidelity of his transla- 
tion ; which he acknowledged to be more in 
accordance with the Christian principle of 
exposition, than any he had previously met 
with. 

At the same time he declared the views it 
unfolded, to contain nothing likely to have 
any weight with a Jew ; and readily pledged 
himself to answer those views, should the 
writer ever be disposed to publish them. 
The views and the answer are now before the 
reader. 



INTRODUCTION. 



" The tettimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy." 



Few, perhaps, of those who read the Scrip- 
tures are fully aware of the extent to which 
the language of them abounds in metaphor ; 
yet is this knowledge indispensable to the 
right understanding of both the Old and 
the New Testament, and especially the pro- 
phetic parts of these books. 

Prophecy, though not the largest, is be- 
yond question the most important part of 
Scripture, affording the only irrefragable 
proofs of God's moral government of the 
world, and of Christ's being the promised 
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A RICH MINE OF EVIDENCE 



Messiah. These proofs depend upon no 
human testimony, but carry their evidence in 
themselves, not resting on man's credibility. 
Deposited in the hands of those, whose blind- 
ness understands them not, and whose preju- 
dice would gladly pervert their meaning, 
they have been handed down to us, who are 
blinded by similar prejudices, and in ex- 
pounding these prophecies are only a shade 
more enlightened than the Jews. 

This rich mine of miraculous evidence, 
still remains, almost wholly unexplored, al- 
though it is to this testimony especially, 
that Christ himself appealed. Search the 
Scriptures^ said he, for in them ye think ye 
have eternal lifcj and they are they which testify 
of me. This testimony still remains to Chris- 
tians of the present day, for the most part, 
a sealed book; for beyond a partially suc- 
cessful attempt, to point out in it, the predic- 
tion of a few leading events, fulfilled near two 
thousand years ago, and therefore now no 
longer miraculous evidence to us, but resting 
on the authenticity of histcmcal records, all 
the rest is veiled from their sight. 

The subsequent history of the progress of 
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our religion, continued in these propheciei^, 
in one uninterrupted series of predictions up 
to the present day ; detailing the triumphant 
progress of the Gospel — the downfall of Ju- 
daism — the subversion of Paganism — the 
corruption of Christianity by the Gentiles — 
the long age of darkness consequent thereto 
— the rise and successful career of Mahom- 
medism, which has supplanted nominal Chris- 
tianity over half the globe — the exact bound- 
ary line, affixing a limit to the dominion of 
each of these grand apostacie^ -^ their co-ex- 
istence and simultaneous downfall — and the 
revival of true Christianity — with other 
events, clearly foretold, and now fulfilling 
before our eyes> have all escaped the detec- 
tion of the most learned commentators whether 
Jewish or Christian^ 

The inability to exi^am these prophecies 
thus tacitly acknowledged, which has accom- 
panied their transmission to our hands, is in 
some degree a pledge that they have been faith- 
fully handed down to us ; for who would be at 
the pains to interpolate what none could pre<- 
tend to explain or apply ? At the same time» 
the cause of their remaining unexplained, and 
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4 PROPHETIC LANGUAGE MISINTERPRETED 

of their appearing inapplicable to passing 
events, becomes a highly interesting object 
of inquiry ; and will be chiefly found to arise 
from the circumstance alleged at the outset, 
namely, the misinterpretation of the figurative 
language of Scripture and Prophecy. 

The leading subject of prophecy is the 
Messiah's kingdom; a kingdom which the 
Jews expected to be a temporal one, and 
in this expectation, rejected Christ as a spi- 
ritual prince. Whence arose their error? — 
From their taking in a literal sense the lan- 
guage, in which the prophets had described 
that kingdom. The Apostles, and first dis- 
ciples of our Lord were under a similar illu- 
sion ; and had Christ at once undeceived 
them, and banished from their minds all 
hope of temporal dominion, it is probable 
they would to a man have deserted him. 
In fact, they did so desert him at his cru- 
cifixion; nor did they fully perceive their 
error, till after his resurrection, when they 
received the gift of the Spirit on the day 
of Pentecost, and their eyes were at length 
fully opened to the spiritual nature of his 
reign. 
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The Jews still remain under this illusion, 
continuing still to look for a temporal prince, 
and the literal fulfilment of prophecy. Thou- 
sands also of Christians, who look for the 
second coming of Christ, expect his personal 
advent ; that is, that he will come in person 
to reign with the saints on earth for a thou- 
sand years. And the title of saints, whether 
assumed by, or bestowed upon the millena- 
rians, seems to be fondly cherished by them, 
in anticipation of the share they expect in 
the glories of that reign now approaching, or, 
as they suppose, just at hand. 

That there be any among these, who would, 
like the first disciples, desert their Lord, if 
robbed of this pleasing expectation, it were 
perhaps invidious to suppose. Whether, like 
the Jews, they are led into this hope of an 
earthly kingdom, by their misconception of 
the prophecies that relate to this period, it 
were premature as yet to enquire. But cer 
tain it is, that they are for the most part zea- 
lous advocates for the literal sense of pro- 
phecy; and equally adverse with the Jews, 
to what may be termed the spiritual exposi- 
tion. 



6 MEANING OF SPIRITUAL EXFOSITTOV. 

The tenn spiritual has, hdweyer, been so 
much misunderstood, in regard to the inter- 
pretation of prophecy, that it may be well to 
explain here what is intended by it. No more 
is meant by this term, than that the prophe- 
cies relating to the Messiah's kingdom, which 
the Christian must allow to be of a spiritual 
nature, foretel events which regard the moral 
and religious, and not the political state of the 
world. In a word, that they foreshow the pro- 
gress, and final establishment of true Chris- 
tianity on earth; this being the Messiah^s 
kingdom, or his spiritual reign. In this sub- 
ject, or the progress of our religion, we have 
a history abounding in events more diversified 
in their nature, and more interesting in their 
consequences, because more influential on the 
happiness of mankind, than any which politi- 
cal history can furnish. Their chronology 
and geography are in some points peculiar ; 
but, rightly understood, even these admit of 
being marked with unerring precision, and 
present some of the most striking proofs of 
divine foreknowledge. 

We have intimated that prophetic language 
abounds in metaphor ; but this remains to be 
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proved, as well as stated ; and the nature oi 
these metaphors requires to be pointed out 
and explained. This can only be done by 
citations from the prophecies themselves, 
which shall, however, be made with as much 
brevity as the subject will admit of. The 
passages shall all be taken from prophecies 
relating to the Messiah's kingdom ; and while 
their purport is made manifest, it shall at the 
same time be shewn that they are uniformly 
employed in the same sense, when the Mes- 
siah's kingdom is the subject treated of, 
throughout the New as well as the Old Testa- 
ment. We proceed to show the metaphorical 
nature oi prophetic language. 

When Isaiah (Ch. Ixi.) uses such phrases as, 
trees of righteousness^ garments of praise^ 
garments of salvation^ it is manifest that he 
cannot mean literal trees or literal garments ; 
the figurative and spiritual import expressed 
by the epithet affixed to each, namely right- 
eousness, salvation and praise, is the only 
one that can be given to them. 

When the same prophet (Ch. Ix.) foretell- 
ing the glory of the Messiah's reign, by the 
conversion of the Gentiles, says The abun* 
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dance of the sea shall he converted unto thee ; 
the forces of the Gentiles shall come unto theSy 
it is evident that the sea does not mean the 
literal sea, but figuratively the Gentile nations, 
as afterwards expressed. 

When he styles the Messiah's kingdom, 
Zion^ the city of the Lord, whose walls shall 
he called salvation j and whose gates praise ; a 
spiritual and not a literal city must be in- 
tended. When, changing the metaphor, he 
calls the city a hride (Ch. Ixii, 5,) or describes 
it as a woman in lahour^ and bringing forth a 
nwle child J (Ch. Ixvi. 6. 8.) it is clear that 
all these expressions must be metaphorical; 
the mountain, the city, the hride and the mothery 
being alike used to express the same object ; 
and that object, as the context declares, the 
spiritual glory of the Messiah's reign ; splen- 
did in righteousness, abundant in salvation. 

Although the spiritual import of these ex- 
pressions appears self-evident ; while the con- 
text may satisfy the Christian that these chap- 
ters foreshow the nature of the Messiah's king- 
dom, metaphoricallystyled by the prophets, the 
Zion of Gody His holy mountain, the heavenly 
Jerusalemy Sfc, terms which alone bespeak its 
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spirituality ; yet have we moreover the direct 
sanction and authority of the Apostles Paul 
and John for thus understanding them. 

St. Paul 9 when comparing the advantages 
of the two covenants, and contrasting the 
rigorous severity of the law, with the indulgent 
mildness of the gospel, borrows these very 
metaphors from the prophets, calling the for- 
mer Mount Sinai, and the latter Mount Zion. 
(Heb. xii. 18.) For ye are not comCj says he, 
to the mountain that might he touched^ afid 
that burned with ftre^ nor unto blackness and 
darkness and tempest^ Sfc. 

But ye are come unto Mount Zion, and 
unto the city of tl^e living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem^ and to an innumerable company of 
Angels. 

' To the general assembly and church of the 
first-born, which are written in heaven, Sfc. 

Here we see Mount Sinai, from which the 
law was delivered, figuratively used to signify 
the Old Covenant ; and Mount Zion, and the 
Heavenly Jerusalem to signify the New Cove- 
nant, — called also the general assembly and 
church of the first-horn ; that is of the regen- 
erate through Christ. 
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In like manner St. John, when foreshowing 
the final establishm^it of true Christianity, 
uses the same metaphor of a dty and a bride, 
that had been previously used by Isaiah. (Rev. 
xxi. 2.) And /, Johuy saw the hofy city^ new 
Jerusalem coming down from God out of heaven 
prepared as a brides adorned for her husband^ 

But let it not be erroneously supposed that 
the figurative character of prophetic language 
consists merely in the use of these terms to 
express the Messiah's kingdom ; or that the 
proof of its spirituality is confined to the em- 
ployment, however frequent, of such phrases 
as trees of righteousness j waters of life, wells 
of salvation^ &c. ; the fact is, that every allu- 
sion to that kingdom is couched in terms, 
which admit only of spiritual interpretation : 
and where any lengthened description occurs, 
the language assumes the form of continued 
allegory, in which the moral and religious state 
of mankind is foreshewn in terms appropriate 
only to the physical world. As in Ezekiel 
xxxiv. 26. 

And I will make them^ and the places 
round about my hill a blessing; and I will 
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cause the ikower to come down in hie season ; 
there shall he showers of blessing. 

And the tree of the field shall yield her 
fruity and the earth shall yield her increase j and 
they shall be scfe in their land, and shall know 
that I am the Lord. 

When Jeremiah (xxxi. 12.) in similar lan- 
guage foretels the abundance of blessings 
promised in this kingdom, even the Rabbi 
admits that the figurative and not the literal 
sense is to be taken ; and that spiritual, not 
temporal blessings are hare intended by the 
prophet. 

Therefore they shall come and sing in the 
height of Zion, and shall fiow together for the 
goodness of the JLord^ for wheat and for wine, 
and for oily and for the yowig of theflockt and 
of the herdj &c. 

But the main point aimed at in the following 
exposition ; and what the writer wishes to be 
its distinguishing characteristic is, that of 
making scripture its own interpreter ; for in 
every passage that has been referred to, and 
perhaps it may be said, in every one that can 
be referred to, there will be found in the con- 
text sufficient intimation of the purport of the 
figurative expressions employed. 
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On this plan the boldest metaphors will be 
found to admit of easy explanation ; and pas^ 
sages otherwise inexplicable will find their 
solution, upon one consistent and uniform 
principle of interpretation. A few examples 
will afford illustration of the proposed plan of 
exposition. 

One of the boldest metaphors used by the 
prophets in reference to the Messiah's king- 
dom is, that which represents the establish- 
ment of this new order of things, promised in 
his reign, as a new heaven aful a new earth ; 
in fact as a new creation : a mode of expres- 
sion, which has no doubt been often under- 
stood, by those who are not sufficiently con- 
versant with the nature of prophetic language, 
as literally foretelling a change in the physi- 
cal world, that we inhabit. 

Nor is this error confined to the unlearned : 
it appears to have been fallen into by one who 
may perhaps be justly styled the most learn- 
ed commentator on prophecy of the present 
age ; and moreover the very writer who has 
pointed out the true principle of exposition. 

The intelligent and profound Dean of 
Lichfield in his work on the Apocalypse, after 
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pointing out the figurative sense of such pas- 
sageSy yet, strange to say, relinquishes this 
dense where it seems the most appropriate, 
and adopts the literal. 

In allusion to the first establishment of the 
Jewish Theocracy, we find in Isaiah (li. 16.) 
the following figurative language. 

When I have put my wards in thy mouthy 
and covered thee with the palm of my hand, that 
I may plant the heaven^ and lay the foundation 
of the earth. 

Thus, selecting the Jews to be God's chosen 
people, and putting his words in the mouth of 
the prophet, are said to be planting the heavens 
and laying the foundation of the earth. And 
in conformity with this style, when the old 
Covenant was to be dissolved, and the new 
one to be established, new heavens and a new 
earth are said to be created. (Isa. Ixv. 17.) 

Far behold I create new heavens and a new 
earthy and the former shall not be remembered 
nor come into mind. 

When St. John, in the Rev. vi. 12. foretels the 
corruption of Christianity, in a prophecy which 
appears distinctly applicable to the events 
that occurred at the beginning of the fourth 
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century; he borrows the same metaphors, 
and describes the loss or corruption of true 
religion as the departure of the heavens, and 
the darkening of the heavenly luminaries. 
(Rev. vi. 12.) 

And I beheld when he had opened the sixth 
seal, and lo there was a great earthquake ; and 
the sun became black €is sackcloth of hair, and 
the moon became as blood ; 

And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth ; 
even as a fig-tree caste th her untimely fiff^f 
when she is shaken of a mighty wind^ 

And the heaven departed as a scroll when it 
is rolled together ^ Sfc. 

The historical view of this period, taken 
by Dr. Woodhouse, exactly accords with the 
figurative sense of the prophecy**- yet, to the 
manifest injury of consistent interpretation, 
it is here that he relinquishes the figurative, 
and adopts the literal sense, supposing the 
day of judgment to be here foretold. 

While thus compelled to dissent from some 
particular views of this writer, I cannot pass 
by this opportunity of e:£pressing the very 
high estimation in which I otherwise hold his 
most valuable publication. (Woodhouse on 
the Apocalypse.) 
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Other commentators on prophecy, who 
have for the most part, adopted the political 
in preference to the spiritual view, regard the 
heavens^ as symbolizing the civil government 
or ruling powers in a state; and it is true 
that these expressions have not been always 
confined in prophecy to the prediction of spi- 
ritual events; but have been also used in 
foretelling the judgments of Ood upon politi* 
cal states and kingdoms. 

But when the Messiah's kingdom is the ac- 
knowledged subject, to look to political events 
for its fulfilment, is surely to run into the 
error of the Jews, and to disregard the intim- 
ation expressly given by him ; who declared 
that his kingdom was within us; or as the 
prophets had previously foreshown — behold^ 
I will put my law in their inward parts ; and 
write it in their hearts. 

One example more shall suffice, for low- 
ing the superiority of the spiritual view, in 
affording the solution of passages, which 
upon any other must appear utterly inexpli- 
cable. It has been stated that Zion is also 
represented as a wiMnan, and a iMitker; of 
which the most remarkable instance occurs 



16 ZIOK, BEFORE SHE TRAVAILED, 

in the following extraordinary passage in 
Tsaiah Ixvi. 7, 8. ^ 

Sef are she travailed she brought forth ; he- 

« 

fore her pains came she was delivered of a mum- 
child. 

Who hath heard stich a thing ? Who hath 
seen such things ? Shall the earth be made to 
bring forth in one day ? or shall a nation be 
bom at once ? for as soon as Zion travailed she 
brought forth her children. 

The Christian may perhaps suppose, as 
some have done, that Christ is the man-child 
here intended ; but that cannot be. For Zion 
is the mother, and a mountain can never be 
literally understood to bring forth a man ; 
the mountain is a figurative mother, and the 
child must be a figurative child. 

What does the mother figuratively sig- 
nify ? is then the question most likely to lead 
us to the nature of the child. We have al- 
ready seen that this term is constantly ap- 
plied to Israel, and especially with reference 
to their spiritual state of regeneration through 
Christianity. Such we may presume, then, is 
the meaning of Zion here ; and that the rege- 
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neration of the Jews through Christianity is 
the birth and parturition here spoken of. 

Upon this view Judaism, or the Jewish 
Church will be the mother, and the Chris- 
tian Church or Christianity her child — the 
man-child, who was ordained to rule all na- 
tions. Ps. ii. 

The next question is, how the birth can be 
said to have preceded the labour-pains. 

Mr. Lowth, to whom more than any other I 
feel indebted for much valuable assistance in 
explaining the Old Testament prophecies, 
supposes the labour-pains to be ** the de- 
struction of the Jewish Polity, making way 
for the growth of Christianity." And this 
seems a plausible explanation, as these trou- 
bles of the Jewish Church followed the birth 
or promulgation of Christianity forty years. 

But the solution is only plausible ; for the 
growth is not the birth ; or if it be taken as 
the birth, then it no longer precedes but fol- 
lows the labour-pains, for whatever effect the 
destruction of Judaism had in promoting 
Christianity, this effect was subsequent and 
not prior to that event; and thus the solu- 
tion fails in the main point. 

c 
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Moreover, upon the spiritual plan of ex- 
position, it may justly be objected, that these 
troubles of the Jewish Church were rather 
of a political than a spiritual character; and 
certainly in no way essential to the birth 
of Christianity, and cannot therefore be con- 
sidered as the labour-pains, or even as the 
after-pains of that birth. 

This objection being valid, let a more 
spiritual view be taken, and the objection will 
vanish. Let the worldly feelings which pre- 
vented the Jews from receiving Christ as their 
Messiah, and the inward struggle required to 
overcome these, symbolise the pains of labour, 
and the connexion will be evident. For this 
very struggle and victory over worldly feelings 
constitute the regeneration through Christ; 
and this therefore is essential to the birth^ of 
Christianity, " the new birth unto righteous- 
ness." 

But with the first Christians this struggle 
could not precede the birth, for they received 
Christ, before they were aware of the spiritual 
nature of his mission ; the Apostles did not 
look for a spiritual Messiah until after the 
day of Pentecost, and therefore the birth pre- 
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ceded the pains with them ; but once aware of 
the sacrifice required, they cheerfully sub- 
mitted to every species of persecution, and 
triumphed over all worldly feelings. And in 
every individual who receives Christianity, 
this struggle with worldly feelings must in 
some measure continue during their whole 
lives* 

With the Jews, the prevalence of these 
worldly feelings, and the hope of a tem- 
poral Messiah, still prevent their receiv- 
ing Christianity, or obstruct their regenera- 
tion. And when the evidence of its truth 
shall be forced upon them, it is probable 
that this conviction will precede rather than 
follow the entire conquest over worldly feel- 
ings ; so difficult is it to change our habits 
and feelings at once. And in this we may 
perceive the sense of the remaining verse, 
cited above ; Can the earth be made to bring 
forth at once ? Can a nation be bom in a day ? 
For as soon as Zion travailed she brought forth 
her children. 

The earth and the station shew that a whole 
people, or race of men, are here spoken of; 
and the man-child of the former verse, we here 

c 2 
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find changed into children, in the plural num 
ber. Such appears to be the solution of the 
difficulty, on the spiritual plan of exposi- 
tion. 

If an equally satisfactory solution can be 
offered by reference to political events, this 
will no doubt be the best defence of that 
mode of exposition that can be offered. How, 
then, is the fact ? The fact is, that such com- 
mentaries are obliged to consider nine-tenths 
of these prophecies still unaccomplished, al- 
though a period of two thousand five hundred 
years has elapsed since they were uttered; 
and most of this interval is thus left, to 
Christians as well as Jews, a perfect blank in 
this prophetic history of the progress of the 
Messiah's kingdom ; without any proof, 
during this time, at least as drawn from these 
prophecies of the Old Testament, of God's 
foreknowledge of events, of his providence in 
the government of the world, or of his inter- 
position in the disposal of human affairs. 
Some eight or ten verses, out of six chapters, 
are all that appear upon this plan to admit of 
explanation ; whereas, by applying the pro- 
phecy to the progress of Christianity, as 
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Christ's Bpiritual kingdom, and looking to 
spiritual .instead of political events, all the 
leading occurrences in the history of our reli- 
gion, from its first promulgation to the pre- 
sent day, already fulfilled, or now in the pro- 
gress of fulfilment, will be found to be clearly 
foreshewn in one uninterrupted series of 
predictions, comprising every verse and every 
line in these chapters, except a few verses 
which are still veiled in futurity. Admitting 
the spiritual interpretation, being in fact 
equivalent to admitting that Christ is the 
Messiah, is the main point at issue between 
the Rabbi and the Author; but as many 
Christians still reject the figurative and spiri- 
tual exposition, it is hoped that to them also 
the foregoing remarks may be not altogether 
useless ; nor an unsuitable introduction to the 
following new plan of expounding Zechariah's 
prophetic view of the progress of the Mes- 
siah's kingdom. 



ZECHARIAH 



ON THE 



MESSIAH'S KINGDOM 



INTERPRETATION : CHAPTER IX. 

The subject of these chapters appears to 
be that, which, from its constant repetition 
by all the Prophets from the earliest to the 
latest, was evidently esteemed the most im- 
portant to the interests of mankind ; namely, 
the commg of the Messiah. 

This great event, being promised as a 
blessing to the descendants of Abraham, 
and particularly to the house of Judah, it 
was natural that the Jews should expect to 
obtain by it peculiar advantages ; and ac- 
cordingly, whatever may be their views at 
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« 

this time, we learn from the writings of St. 
Paul, that their general expectation then was, 
that to their nation would the benefits of it be 
confined. The nature of these benefits was 
moreover expected to consist, chiefly, in the 
political supremacy to be conferred upon them 
by a great temporal prince, who should estab- 
lish their dominion over all the earth. 

Such were the expectations of the Jews; 
whereas the Christians who equally believe 
the prophecies which contain these promises, 
have been taught to interpret them in a very 
different manner. They conceive that these 
benefits will extend to all mankind ; and un- 
derstand them as having no reference to poli- 
tical power or temporal affairs, but as afford- 
ing the means of obtaining advantages of a 
far higher and more permanent nature ; even 
the blessings of eternal life, and eternal 
happiness. Not that these blessings were 
by the Messiah's coming to be directly and 
unconditionally conferred upon mankind ; but 
that the means of obtaining them would 
thereby be afforded to all such as were dis- 
posed to seek after them. These means they 
conceive to be accomplished through the 
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establishment of a kingdom on earth; a 
kingdom, however, not of a temporal, but 
of a spiritual nature ; one which consists in 
the reign of true religion in the heart of man, 
a real Theocracy ; by which man is enabled 
to overcome the world, that is, to rule and di- 
rect his passions and worldly propensities, 
and by making his future existence a para- 
mount consideration, to render him meet to 
enjoy it. Such, according to the Christian's 
view, is the victory to be gained; such the 
kingdom to be established by the Messiah ; 
and hence the apparent contradiction, that 
while battles and conflicts are spoken of, it 
is yet declared to be a peaceful kingdom. 

But conceiving the prophecies which an- 
nounce the coming of the Messiah to have 
been accomplished in the person of Christ, 
the Christian supposes this kingdom to be 
already established, and that Christ does ac- 
tually reign in the heart of every true be- 
liever. That the numbers of such are com- 
paratively small, and by no means to be esti- 
mated by the number of those who bear the 
name of Christian, is a lamentable truth ; 
but it is a truth, which he was fully prepared 
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to look for by the same unerring word of pro- 
phecy ; which clearly announced, that a long 
period of darkness and apostacy would inter- 
vene between the appearance of the Messiah 
on earth, and the universal establishment of 
his kingdom. 

It is true that the Christian finds the clear- 
est annunciation of this long period of anti- 
christian darkness, in books which are of no 
authority in the estimation of the Jew, in 
those of the New Testament, to wit ; but if 
it can be shewn, as we conceive it can, that 
the same events are also clearly foretold by 
the Prophets of the Old Testament, the 
subject will then prefer an equal claim to 
the attention of both ; to that of the Jew, as 
calling upon him, impartially to consider the 
evidence, which seems to prove that his Mes- 
siah has already appeared on earth ; and to 
that of the Christian, as calling upon him 
carefully to examine how far the religion he 
professes may, both in doctrine and practice, 
still be tinctured with the corruptions of anti- 
christianity. 

This, then, is the point at issue ; whether or 
not, we have in these six chapters of Zechar- 
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iah, one of those Diyine revelations, which 
displays a prophetic view of the coming of the 
Messiah ; of his being rejected by most of his 
own nation, but received by the Gentiles ; of 
the consequent abolition of Paganism, (then, 
except with the Jews, the universal religion 
of the world), and the substitution of Chris- 
tianity in its stead ; but which at the same 
time foretels the corruption of this religion 
by us the Gentiles; and the long reign of 
antichristian darkness which has since pre- 
vailed in the room of it ; with all the most 
notable events attending these extraordinary 
revolutions in the human mind ; events still 
fulfilling before our eyes, and open to the 
observation of all who think the subject worthy 
of their attention. Whether all this be clearly 
intimated in the chapters before us, and can 
be made out without violating grammatical 
construction in the translation of the Hebrew, 
or legitimate consistency in the interpretation 
of prophetic language, is the question we pro- 
pose to consider. Frequent perusal and care- 
ful examination have satisfied the mind of the 
writer, that the subject of them is no other 
than an epitome of the prophetic history 



INTBRPRBTATIOK : CHAFTBR IX. 27 

which was afterwards amplified in the Reve- 
lations of St. John ; where we find, as occurs 
in other instances in which the predictions 
are repeated, that the events are unfolded 
with greater precision and minuteness as the 
period of their accomplishment draws nigh. 

That no such subject distinctly appearSi 
through the medium of the authorised trans- 
lation contained in our Bibles, is most certain ; 
nor was it to be looked for, that any passages, 
which admitted of different modes of con- 
struction, should be rendered in a way least 
acceptable to the expositor, in a translation 
which is almost wholly Jewish, being founded 
on the Masoretic punctuation. On the con- 
trary, it appears, in not a few instances, that 
the usual and literal sense has been rejected 
for one more remote, but more consonant 
to the views and prejudices, of those who 
framed the punctuation. That this state- 
ment may not rest on the questionable ground 
of assertion or opinion, the reader will find, 
in the notes subjoined, a full statement of the 
reasons for all the changes proposed; and 
the Hebrew scholar will thus have full oppor- 
tunity to challenge their validity, if he find 
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occasion. It is the writer's wish that they 
should be freely canvassed ; truth is the only 
object he has in view ; and he asks no other 
conditions on entering the arena, than that of 
disclaiming the authority of the Masoretic 
punctuation. His reasons for this will ap- 
pear sufficiently obvious. If, without the 
aid of the points, we obtain a meaning that 
is simple and satisfactory in many passages, 
which by them are rendered obscure or un- 
intelligible ; — if a connected and unbroken 
explanation of each verse be attainable with- 
out them, while only a few verses detached 
from the context have been explained by the 
ablest commentators through their aid ; suffi- 
cient reason will surely appear for rejecting 
an authority which, instead of facilitating our 
progress, only encumbers the subject with 
unnecessary difficulties. 

The reader need not, however, expect that 
every difficulty will be removed by the pro- 
posed alterations ; or that even the amended 
translations will afford such an exposition as 
to admit of no possible objection. It were 
absurd to suppose that the strength of the ar- 
gument can lie all on one side, where two are 
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engaged in the controversy. For the Jew is 
in this case no man of straw, set up to be 
knocked down at pleasure, but a true Jew, a 
Hebrew of the Hebrews, an advocate as zea- 
lous in the cause he defends, as his Christian 
opponent. Each believes himself in the 
right; each expects to obtain the victory; 
and it is not improbable that the reader, who 
sits as umpire in the contest, may, after all, 
though unconscious of partiality, give judg- 
ment according to the bias of his feelings, 
whether he be Jew or Christian, rather than 
according to the abstract merits of the ques- 
tion. 

Regarding the subject of the prophecy, as 
the coming of the Messiah, the introduction, 
which is comprised in the first eight verses 
of this chapter, appears to be the most ap* 
propriate that can possibly be conceived. It 
opens with a denunciation against worldly* 
mindedness, and a declaration of God's pur- 
pose to frustrate the schemes, and cut off 
the hopes of ambition, pride, and avarice, in 
the judgments pronounced against those 
cities, which were then the most conspicuous 
for their riches and power. This is imme- 
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diately followed, as if by way of contrast, by 
a view of the spiritual nature of the Messiah's 
kingdom, founded in meekness and humility, 
and affording benefits of a very different kind, 
pamely, the taking away of sin, and the re- 
demption of mankind from a state of sin and 
perdition ; benefits which were not to be con- 
fined to the Jews alone, but to extend to the 
Gentiles also, and that on terms of equal par- 
ticipation with the Jews. 

The denunciations are contained in the 
first six verses'as follow: Zeeh.ix. 

The heavy burden of the word of the Lord 
against the land of Hadrach and Damascus ; his 
sending down, (that is, the Lord's) /or the Lord's 
is the eye of man, (the eye of the seer who re- 
ceives the vision,) and all the tribes of Israel 
rwhom it immediately concerns). 

Hamath also shall have a limit set to her; 
Tyre and Sidon also, though she be very wise — 
(worldly-wise). For she hath built herself Tyre, a 
strong hold, and heaped up silver as the dust, and 
fine gold as the mire of the streets. Behold the 
Lord will cast her^out, and smite her power in the 
sea, and she shall be devoured with fire. Ashkalon 
shall see it and fear, Gaza also shall see it and 
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be very sorrowful; and Ekron, for her hope shall 
be dried up, and the king shall perish from Gaza, 
and Ashkalon shall not be inhabited, and a stranger 
shall dwell in Ashdod, and I will cut off the pride 
of the Philistines. 

These denunciations are chiefly directed 
against the Philistines, the cities enumerated 
being the most conspicuous of any they pos- 
sessedy and no doubt, the pride of their na- 
tion. Here, then, appears sufficient reason 
for the Jews to interpret the prophecy, as al- 
together in their favour, denouncing judg- 
ments upon their enemies. But yet it is pos- 
sible they may have viewed them too parti- 
ally, and may even have overlooked the ex- 
press objects of denunciation in the prophecy ; 
which denounces their avarice and ambition, 
and declares that the pride rather than the 
cities of the Philistines shall be cut off. As 
for the cities themselves, heavy judgments 
are pronounced against them all. One, it is 
declared, shall not be inhabited; another, 
Sidon, is threatened with an overthrow, which 
it received not long after from Ochus, king of 
Persia, in precisely the manner here fore- 
told; while Tyre, Gaza, and others, were 
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taken by Alexander the Great; but if we 
keep to the letter of the prophecy, it is their 
avarice, ambition, and pride, that are dis- 
tinctly marked as the objects of Divine dis- 
pleasure ; and even the judgments pronounced 
against them on this account, are immediately 
coupled with the succeeding promise of mercy 
and redemption, through the means of a 
meek and humble Messiah, who should take 
away sin and pollution^ and speak peace to the 
heathefi. 

But why, it may be asked, were these 
offences condemned in the Philistines par- 
ticularly ? Were not the Jews also addicted 
to pride, avarice, and wordly ambition ? No 
doubt they were so ; and the prophecy being 
addressed to them, it appears that the admo- 
nition was expressly intended for their use. 

Pride was even less excusable in the Jews, 
who could find no sanction for it in their re- 
ligion; while this was the very basis of 
Pagan morality ; the pedestal on which honour 
was erected ; that idol of self-estimation, the 
highest of Pagan virtues. These vices were 
therefore more appropriately denounced in 
the Philistines, as peculiarly belonging to 
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them, though spreading, by contagion, to the 
Jews ; and if punishable in the former, how 
could they be excusable in the latter? 

The mind of the Christian reader will na- 
turally revert to the pride which revolted at 
the idea of a meek and humble Messiah, and 
caused the Jews to reject him. But that 
cannot be the question here; for the Jews 
are not here pointed out as the objects of 
Divine displeasure; nor is any intimation 
hitherto given of their offence ; and that of its 
punishment could not surely precede it. The 
feeling might indeed be there, and a salutary 
warning of its being displeasing in the sight 
of Heaven, and of the fatal consequences 
about to result from it, seems here intended ; 
but the penalty was not incurred till the overt 
act was committed, and to foretel the punish- 
ment before the offence itself was intimated, 
would have been a prophetical solecism. As 
we proceed, we shall find, in its proper place, 
due notice taken both of the one and the 
other. 

In the next verse we find these denuncia- 
ations, coupled with promises of mercy and 
redemption to the remaining Gentiles, verse 7, 
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But I will take away his blood from out of 
his mouth; and his pollutian from between his 
teeth ; and he that remaineth, even he shall be for 
our God; that is, the remaining Gentiles 
shall have their sins forgiven, their pollution 
washed away, they shall be redeemed from 
the darkness of Paganism, and reclaimed to 
the worship of the true God ; 

And he shall be as a chief in Judah, Ekron, 
as well as the Jebusite ; that is, he (the re- 
maining Gentle) shall attain thereby to a 
full participation with the Jew, in all the spi- 
ritual blessings promised in the Messiah's 
kingdom. 

The prophecy having now declared the ad- 
mission of the Gentiles, promises that the 
Messiah's kingdom, thus established, shall 
ever enjoy Divine protection and support. 

And I will encamp about mine house, against 
the army, against him that passeth over, and 
against him that returneth, and there shall no op- 
pressor pass over them any more, for now have I 
seen with mi?ie eyes. 

In the following verse, the subject of the 
prophecy is so distinctly announced as the 
coming of the Messiah, that Jews as well as 
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Christians concur on this point, though they 
have not perceived how the preceding verses 
refer to this kingdom. 

Ryoice greatly ^ daughter of Zion; shout, 
O daughter qf Jerusalem ; behold thy King shall 
come unto thee, just and having salvation ; lowly 
and riding upon an ass, even a colt the foal of an 
ass. 

The manner of the Messiah's coming being 
here so plainly foretold, and his character so 
distinctly described, we wonder how the Jew 
can deny that this was all fulfilled in the per- 
son of Christ. The reason is simply this ; he 
disbelieves the facts. The books in which 
they are recorded, are of no authority in his 
estimation ; he challenges their testimony on 
grounds too numerous to be discussed here. 
To answer his objections, every disagreement 
between the writers of the New Testament 
must first be reconciled; a task which ap- 
pears to him to have hitherto failed with all 
who have attempted it. But this is not the 
only objection he has to urge. He charges 
the Christian with perverting the sense of 
prophecy; and this verse furnishes him with 
an instance. Thus, the Hebrew word ren- 

D 2 
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dered, ^^ having salvation,'' is really the past 
participle of the verb " to save," literally 
" being saved;'' and that too followed by the 
emphatical pronoun himself y " being saved 
himself." Surely this point might be safely 
conceded by the Christian, who admits that 
Christ " was the first fruits of them that 
slept ;" the first who rose from the dead, to 
everlasting life ; and that through him we 
become partakers in that resurrection. 

The peaceful nature of his kingdom, the 
participation of the heathen in its blessings, 
and the boundless extent of its dominion are 
next declared : 

And he will cut off the chariot from Ephraim^ 
and the horse from Jerusalem, and the battle bow 
shall be cut off; and he shall speak peace to the 
heathen ; and his dominion shall be from the sea 
even to the sea, and from the river to the ends of 
the earth. 

The Christian reader will find no difficulty 
in the interpretation of the verse which 
follows. 

As for thee, by the blood of thy covenant, I have 
sent forth thy prisoners from the pit wherein is 
no water. 
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The Messiah is spoken of throughout; 
who then but the Messiah can be apostro- 
phised in the yfoxA^, '' As for theeV Then 
follows ** by the blood of thy covenant ;" What 
blood but the blood of Christ? What coven- 
ant, but that sealed by his blood, can be 
alluded to? ** / have sent thy prisoners forth.'' 
What prisoners, but those who were in the 
bondage of sin? ^^from the pit wherein is no 
water'' What pit, but the darkness of idola- 
try, which had none of the waters of life? 
Surely this is a most clear and distinct inti« 
mation of the sacrifice of the Messiah, and 
of the benefits thereby conferred upon man- 
kind in the redemption of the heathen world 
from the darkness of idolatry ; thus opening 
the way to immortality, to the whole human 
race. 

But the Messiah here appears to be pro- 
mised to the Gentiles, having been previously 
promised to the Jews ; were then these pro- 
mises retracted ? By no means. To the 
Jews he was promised, and to them he came, 
exclusively addressing himself to the house 
of Israel. Nor was it till after the majority 
of that nation had rejected and crucified him, 
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that the calling of the Gentiles took place. 
The blessings he offered being refused by the 
former, appears to have been the immediate 
cause of their being given to the latter. Ac- 
cordingly this seems to be the purport of the 
next verse, which intimates that there was 
some reason why these blessings could not be 
directly and unconditionally transferred to the 
Gentiles. 

Return ye to the strong hold^ my prisoners^ 
wait thou unto the day I declare^ that I will repay 
thee double; that is, wait for the day when 
these ' blessings will become yours, through 
the Jews' refusal of them. 

Nor yet was the Messiah rejected by all the 
Jews ; for the apostles were Jews ; the disci- 
ples were Jews; by Jews was the Gospel 
preached and propagated ; and to the Jews 
belongs the honour of the first triumph of 
true religion over Paganism, and what is 
more, over the passions and worldly propensi^ 
ties of man ; and this triumphant progress of 
the Gospel sieems to be the victory intimated 
in the verse which follows; wherein the 
reason is at the same time assigned why 
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Christ did not address himself to the Gen- 
tiles. 

For I have bent Judah for iwe, filled the bow 
Ephraim ; and raised up thy sons, O Zion, against 
thy sonSy O Greece ; and made thee as the sword 
of a mighty man. 

The triumphs of Judas Maccabeus, gene- 
rally supposed to be here foretold, cannot 
be the victories alluded to ; for Ephraim, or 
the ten tribes, here declared as bearing a 
part in them, had already gone into captivity, 
and bore no share whatever in these sub- 
sequent wars of Judah. The true meaning 
appears to be that Judah was destined to have 
the honour of first establishing the Messiah's 
kingdom, as promised from the beginning. 

How then could Ephraim, or the ten tribes, it 
may be asked, bear apart in the triumphs of the 
Gospel, having previously gone into captivity? 
The prophecy does not distinctly say so ; if 
we keep to the letter, it is only said that 
Ephraim as well as Judah was prepared 
and marshalled for the spiritual conflict : the 
triumph is declared to Zion over Greece ; that 
is, to true religion over Pagan idolatry ; and 
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in this warfare, though not in the wars of 
Judas* Maccabeus, Ephraim did bear a part ; 
for it is not to the apostolic age alone that we 
must look for the accomplishment of the great 
scheme of Providence for man's redemption. 
This was only one act in the great drama ; 
which began under the Old Covenant, and is 
not yet finally completed under the New. In 
the former, or the Old Covenant, all the tribes 
of Israel bore their share, Ephraim as well as 
Judah ; and the warfare not being finally 
concluded, who shall say but Ephraim may 
again appear, and bear a further part in it ? 

Having declared the union of the Gentiles 
with the Jews, and their joint participation 
in the blessings of the Messiah's kingdom, 
the prophecy goes on to promise the support 
and protection of Heaven, in terms alike ap- 
plicable to both. 

And the Lord shall be seen over theniy and his 
arrow shall go forth as the lightning ; and the 
Lord God shall blow the trumpety and shall go 
forth with whirlwinds of the south . And the Lord 
of hosts shall defend them, and they shall devour 
and subdue with sling-stones ; and they shall drink 
as wine, and they shall be filled like bowls^ like 



INTERPRETATiOK ; CJIAFrER IX. 41 

the corners of the altar, (which were purposely 
so constructed as to receive the blood of the 
sacrifices). 

That the whole of these expressions require 
to be taken figuratively and spiritually, no 
one conversant with scriptural and prophetic 
language can surely deny ; or for a moment 
suppose that literal drunkenness and blood- 
shed are here intended. 

Should any doubt remain that the Gentiles 
are included in these promises as well as the 
Jews, the next verse appears to decide the 
question. 

And the Lord their God shall save them in 
that day, as the flock of his people. 

If the Jews be called his people, who but 
the Gentiles can be meant by the other? 
But this is followed by the direct declaration 
that all distinction between them is on the 
eve of its abolition. 

For the wall of separation is tottering over his 
land. 

A remarkable and striking expression, but 
strangely perverted in our translation. Why 
the Jews have laboured to give a different 
turn to it, by seeking a more figurative and 
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recondite meaning, ive need be at no loss to 
concave ; nor why they apply these yerses to 
themselves alone. See note to the transla- 
tion of this verse. 

But this view, which would limit the bounty 
of Heaven to a particular race, besides being 
at variance with the context, seems little cal- 
culated to call forth the feelings of adoration 
and praise with which this chapter con- 
cludes. 

For haw great is his goodness y and how great 
is his beauty. Corn shall make the young men 
cheerful, and new wine the maids. 

Com, wine, &c. in prophetic language ever 
signify the food of spiritual knowledge, to be 
henceforth freely bestowed on all, Gentiles 
as well as Jews. 
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NOTES TO CHAPTER IX. 



HEBREW PUKdTUATIOV. 

A Summary of the argumeDUt for and against the antiquity 
and authority of the Vowel Points^ is given at the beginning 
of the Second Vol. of Home's Introduction to the Study of the 
Scriptures; fh>m which the following considerations seem 
most entitled to selection. That the earliest traces of the 
points are to be found in the tenth century— that many of the 
oldest manuscripts now extant are without them-— that the 
copies of the Jewish Scriptures now used in the Synagogue and 
esteemed peculiarly sacred, are without them— 'that the Sama- 
ritan letters which were the same as the Hebrew before the 
captivity, are without them — and the Samaritan Pentateuch is 
without them — that there are no traces of them to be found in 
the shekels (corns) struck by the kings of Israel-— that the 
fieitherSy particularly Origen and Jerome, who treat of the He- 
brew pronunciation, make no mention of them— that all the 
antient various readings of the Jews regard the letters only, 
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not one of them relates to the vowel points — to which may be 
added, that there are five vowels in the Hebrew alphabet which 
are quite sufficient for reading the language, though they may 
not enable us to determine with precision the antient pronun- 
ciation. " These considerations," says Mr. Home, ** have de- 
termined the majority of Hebrew scholars in the present day to 
reject their authority." Still we may admit their utility in 
fixing the pronunciation, and perhaps also in facilitating the 
construction ; but the main objection to them is, that by 
changing the vowels, they frequently alter the sense, as well as 
the sound, and that in passages where a Jewish interpretation 
is particularly open to suspicion. Thus in prophecies relating 
to the Messiah, both their prejudices and their feelings unfit 
them for becoming guides to a Christian expositor. 

Verse 1. mTOQ pCttTi yMH pKl Tr\Tr 111 KCtt 

The heavy burden of the word of the Lord in the land of 
Hadrachy and Damascus shall be the rest thereof; when the 
eyes of man, as of all the tribes of Israel, shall be towards 
the Lord, 

These are the words of the translation in our Bible ; but the 
sense of them I must acknowledge my inability to unravel. 
Of what Damascus is to be the rest, or what period is inti- 
mated by the adverb of time when, I am at a loss to discover. 
The separation of Hadrach and Damascus by the insertion of 
a comma between them, evidently owes its origin to the sup- 
posed necessity for rendering the word lilJlDO the rest 
thereof But if deriving it from TO or HID does not afibrd 
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any intelli|pble tense, we are naturally led to seek another deri* 
vation ; and we find one in the verb JinS to descend or send 
dowHt which without violating grammatical construction afTords 
a meaning not only intelligible, but in perfect unison with the 
context. The Hemantiv ^ prefixed, gives the thing sent doum, 
while the suffix 1 his, evidently refers to the Lord who sends 
the vision or denunciation. The English construction, of 
course, requires it should be rendered his sending down^ that 
is, the Lord's denunciation, against Hadrach and Damascus, 
as well as the other cities which are mentioned afterwards ; 
for ^^ here rendered in, may with more propriety be rendered 
against or upon* The verb THIi to send down^ occurs in 
Joel iii. 1 1 and elsewhere : but the writer freely acknowledges 
that he has no authority for the participial noun with the He- 
mantiv D prefixed to signify the thing sent down, or the act of 
sending down, as the sense seems to require here. He therefore 
rests this construction solely on the ground of its being gram 
matically admissible, consonant to analogy, and in accordance 
with the context, as affording a satisfactory meaning. Let 
those who are not satisfied with such reasons furnish a better 
solution of the difficulty. In the next place, there is no neces- 
sity for rendering ^3 when, which more frequently signifies/or ; 
and when so rendered, it will be found to connect together the 
latter and the former part of the verse. For this, we only re- 
quire to render the dative 7» &• it frequently is rendered in 
Hebrew, as well as Greek and Latin, to denote possession ; and 
the verse will run thus. For the Lord's is, or to the Lord be- 
longs, the eye of man ; to wit, the eye of the Seer, who receives 
the vision, and all the tribes of Israel, whom the vision chiefly 
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concerns. Making the tribes a genitive case, bj inserting of 
before them, is wholly uncalled for by the text. 

Ver8e2. 71030 ''D pT21 IS TO ^^jn nOl 051 

And Hamaih also shall border thereby j Tyrus and Sidon 
though it be very wise, 

7!Un to set bounds tOy in the Hiphil, oocura in Ezod. 
xix. 12 & 23. — It here appears to be the Huphal or passive of 
Hiphil — signifying to be bounded^ or to be set bounds to. 
It is only necessary to remark, that leaving aside the punctua- 
tion, the form of the future tense will be identical in both 
these voices. The sense as it stands is scarcely intelligible. 
What is meant by border thereby , it is not easy to conceive ; 
but by discarding the points we readily obtain a meaning 
that is perfectly intelligible. vXUl may then be rendered in 
the passive voice, instead of the active, and will signify to be 
limited^ or have bounds set to ; and PQ on or to her, which 
follows, accords with, and seems to demand its being so ren- 
dered. And Hamath also shall have bounds set to her ; that 
is, her growing greatness shall be checked. 

Tyre, and also Sidon though she be very wise, TV^SH, wise, 
no doubt, means here, worldly wise, or very subtle. 

Verse 5. p-ipjn TMD b^nrr\ nryi «Tm \)bpvt^ wnn 

AshkaUm shall see and fear, Oaza also, and she shall be 
very sorrowful, and Ehron for her expectation shall be 
ashamed. 
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tlT^lirf may be derived either from tSIl to be ashamed, or 
from On^ to dry up, and whither as a plant for want of 
moisture. The latter seems preferable here, but it is not very 
material to the sense. 

Verse 6. • D^^ttJ^D pM^ ^nnarrmTtttC IWD sttn 

A bastard shall dwelt in A shdody and I will cut off the 
pride of the Philistines. 

^XdO may be rendered a stranger^ as well as a bastardy 
aXXoyeveif in the Septuagint, which renders the sense more 
obvious. 

And I will cut off the pride of the Philistines. These de- 
nunciations appear chiefly directed against the Philistines, in 
whom pride, avarice, and ambition, are specified as the great 
offences. The delivery of Ashdod into the hands of a stranger 
is the judgment pronounced against them in this verse, as the 
last means of their humiliation. But here the tone of the 
prophecy changes, and instead of further punishments, we And 
repeated promises of bleuings and mercy ; he that is left 
shall be for our Ood, and as a Governor in Judaht ^sjid in 
the verse following — He (the Messiah being manifestly meant 
here) shall speak peace to the /feaMen.— Whence then this 
change 7 We are led to seek, and naturally expect to And, 
some ground for it. And accordingly the next verse unfolds 
the reason, and explains the occasion of this change in the 
counsel of Heaven ; a change resting not on their own merits, 
but on Divine Mercy. For such a construction will this verse 
bear, quite as well as the one usually put upon it ; and this 
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construction is far more in unison with the context, than the 
received one. 

Verse 7. nMtwi V3ttj pD rspoTi yvo roi "TVlDm 
: '^cra^'D pnpyi pmma tp^G nrn laTr^jM*? i^:mD:x 

m 

And I will take away his blood from out of his mouthy and 
his abominations from between his teeth^ and he that is left, 
even he shall be for our God, and he shall be as a Governor 
in Judahf and Ekron as a Jebusite, 

With scarcely any alteration in the translation , the words, 
even as they stand, admit of a very different acceptation from 
that in which they are commonly taken ; and instead of being 
a figurative expression, borrowed from the rescuing its prey 
from the jaws of a lion ; in which sense the Jews take it, as a 
promise to themselves of deliverance from their enemies ; the 
words more literally taken, will convey the promise of mercy 
and redemption to the remaining Gentiles: whose sin and 
pollution are to be taken away, who are to be reclaimed to the 
worship of the true God, and admitted to a full participation in 
all the blessings, promised to Israel by the coming of the 
Messiah. 

The Gentiles were esteemed polluted by eating things un- 
clean, which were prohibited to the Jews. Certain animals — 
things strangled — ^and the blood in particular were among 
the forbidden food. The new covenant removed this pro- 
hibition, thereby taking away the pollution from between 
his teeth, as it ceased to be a cause of pollution. The 
command given to St. Peter, Acts x. 14^ to kill and eat, 
where all manner of food was presented to him, was ex- 
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pressly received by him as a command to preach the Gospel to 
the Gentiles, or to admit them into the Messiah's kingdom ; 
and this admission was unaccompanied with any such prohi- 
bition, nor was it subsequently given. 

Eating things sacrificed to idols was another cause of 
pollution which the New Covenant removed, by taking 
away the cause in the abolition of idolatry. This literal 
fulfilment of the words of the prophecy may, however, be 
figuratively understood, to foreshew the remission of sins 
through Christ, and the admission of the Heathen nations 
to the hopes of everlasting life founded on the Gospel. 

The only change required in the English version is to read 
But, for And, which are expressed alike by the Hebrew 1, and 
to understand I'^StptD his abominations, in the sense most 
appropriate to it, as alluding to the worship of idols, and we 
have the sense already expressed, which perfectly harmonizes 
with the context. Whereas, taken in the other sense, what 
becomes of the antithesis ? Who is he that is left, that shall 
be for our Ood, and as a chief in Judah ? Surely it cannot 
be the Jew, who shall be as a Jew. But the next words are 
decisive, declaring that Ekron and the Jebusite, both Gentiles, 
are here intended. 

And Ekron as a Jebusite, Thb mode of rendering leaves, 
indeed, the force of these words rather ambiguous ; but there 
can be no intelligible sense put upon the "^3, but that of in like 
manner as, or, as well as ; that is, Ekron as well as the Jebu- 
site, shall both be as Governors in Judah. 

Verse 8. ^'XT Hb^ 3t»D1 '11^0 PD2D ^n^S*? ^n^im 

: ^rva ^n^M*^ nny ^a teaa Tiy arvby 

K 
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And I will encamp about mine house because of the army, 
because of him that passeth by 9 and because of him thai 
retumeth ; and no oppressor shall pass through them any 
mere : for now have I seen with mine eyes. 

It is not certain, though probable, from 1 Sam, xxvt. 5—7, 
that the Jews had entrenched camps ; if so, the passage would 
be clearer by rendering *'n*'3ni / will entrench instead of en- 
camp ; though the sense is sufficiently obvious, as meaning to 
afford protection against the army, drc. The house of God, to 
which protection is promised, is his Temple, figuratively denot- 
ing true religion purified from idolatry ; the great spiritual ad. 
versary constantly warring with Israel, and, as we learn from 
Scripture, frequently prevailing ; which is probably the warfare 
here alluded to. But if taken literally, this passage conveys 
the promise that the Messiah's kingdom should put an end to 
oppression and injustice. The exact import of the expression, 
for nmo have I seen with mine eyeSy is not very evident ; but 
may imply God's foreseeing the unfitness of the Jews to receive 
a spiritual Messiah ; who, in consequence of their rejection of 
him, would be given to the Greutiles. 

Verse 9. HSH D^ttJin^'-ra '^V^7^ p'^ fQ *1M)D "h^ii 

niDH bv 33*^1 ^3y Min jmnai ,7ns i{b mti^ *73^ 

Rejoice greatly ^ Daughter of Zion^ shout, oh Daughter 
of Jerusalem, behold thy King comet h unto thee ; he is just 
and having salvation, lowly and riding upon an ass, and a 
colt the foal of an ass. 
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There is no ambigpuity in the purport of this verse, which 
is the coming of the Messiah, as all commentators allow ; but 
I can in no wise ag;ree with Lowth and others, that this verse 
is a rhapsodical digression from the subject of the rest of the 
chapter, in which the Prophet being wrought up to the highest 
pitch of enthusiasm, breaks off from the immediate object of 
his vision to forctel the coming of the Messiah, and then rfi- 
tunis back to his former subject. On the contrary, I can sre 
nothing like digression here, but one connected and consistent 
object throughout ; this verse being the keystone of the arch, 
which binds together those which precede and those which 
follow it, forming the whole into one united and compact body. 
Instead of a digression from the subject, I regard this verse as 
the clue to guide us through the labyrinth, by fixing and deter- 
mining the subject of all the rest. 

Behold thy King conieth unto thfe : HH^ is really the 
future tense, literally shall come, and changing it to the present, 
Cometh f seems unnecessary, if it does not in some degree inter- 
fere with the chronological order of the events predicted after- 
wards. 

Just and having salvation* This is certainly an ambiguous 
rendering of S^3 the past participle of the verb VttT to save, 
which literally signifies being saved, and the emphatic Hlil 
himself t following it, more strongly marks the sense, as having 
obtained salvation himse{f. 

Riding on an ass, and a colt, the foal of an ass. The con- 
nective *^ and, should certainly be rendered here by even^ or, to 
wit, and not by and, which makes it appear that the Messiah 
was to ride upon two asses. 

E 2 
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Verse 11. niM ^n^^DM ^nrf?w "ffina DTs nw oa 

As far tkecy by the blood of thy covenant ^ I have sent forth 
thy prisoners, from the pit wherein is no water. 

That the Messiah is apostrophized in these words, cannot, 
surely, admit of doubt or dispute ; and words more forcible, or 
more pregnant with meaning, upon the Christian's view of them, 
it is not easy to conceive. VlPlvtt) / have sent forthy is really 
the perfiect tense, though written several centuries before the 
coming of Christ ; but it is not at all unusual in prophetic 
language to use this tense, which represents as already accom- 
plished, what is determined in the Divine purpose, although 
the fulfilment be still future. 

The writer is well aware of a formidable objection presented 
by the Hebrew punctuation, against the application of this 
verse to the Messiah, as the pronoun '' thee" JIM is by the 
pointing made to be of the feminine gender. This is one of 
many instances in which the punctuation tends to embarrass 
instead of elucidating the subject of the prophecy — instances 
which have mainly contributed to the determination of the 
writer to disregard the points. It remains for those who regard 
them as of paramount authority, to offer a solution of this and 
other passages equally clear and satisfactory, and equally 
consistent throughout. If '< thee" be meant to apostrophise 
the daughter of Zion, wbat blood — what covenant — ^what 
prisoners — what pit, are here alluded to? Upon the view here 
offered, the event foreshewn is the death of the Messiah, an 
event wholly at variance with the expectations of the Jews, but 
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here distinctly announced, along with the most striking; parti- 
culars attendant on that event ; such as the frustration of the 
hopes of temporal advantages expected from his coming — the 
nature of the spiritual blessings which it was really intended to 
impart; namely, the remission of sins, and the redemption of 
the Gentile world from idolatry. Along with these is stated 
the personal character of the Messiah, and the express manner 
of his coming ; not in glory as expected, but in meekness and 
humility— the peaceful nature of his kingdom — its boundless 
extent, destined to embrace all nations — yet in apparent con- 
tradiction, his death is intimated, but also his resurrection 
whereby he becomes '* the first fruits of them that slept** 
These are all clearly intimated in this chapter ; and of these, 
how many have former commentators, with or without the aid 
of points, been able to make out ? At most, only three or four 
verses, as where he is mentioned as riding into Jerusalem on an 
ass ; and here, according to Blaney, the text requires to bo 
altered, to shew that he was a Saviour, VQ712 being saved, 
being altered into !l^tt7fi a Saviour ; while, according to Lowth, 
all that here relates to the Messiah is to be regarded as a rhap 
sodical digression from the subject of the context. 

Verse 12. I^^D DVH 03 mpflH n^DM p^^SQ"? WU) 

Return to the strong hold, ye prisoners of hope, even to- 
day do I declare that I will repay you double. 

Such is the received translation, nor as it now stands, does 
the sense appear at all ambiguous, signifying, Return to your 
prison-house until the day of your promised liberation ar- 
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rives ; that is, the day of the Messiah's coming. There can 
be no doubt who are meant by the prisoners, but the change 
of number in the personal pronoun , from plural to singular, 
makes it not improbable that the latter part of this line is ad- 
dressed to the Messiah, who was apostrophized in the verse 
preceding. Upon this view the word ^*^^DM may be rendered^ 
my prisoners f instead o( prisoners of hope^ which is rather ob- 
scure; and rr^pJVT as the imperative hithpael of the verb 
mp to wait. And the sense will then be as given in the text ; 
Return to the strong hold, my prisoners : wait thou till the 
day I declare that I will repay thee double. 



Verse 13. D^DH "^n^bD HOp rmiT ^b "^rcnn •'a 
: niaa anTO yram p*» 7»3a b:f p^ 7»3a ^^rmy) 

When I have bent Judahfor me, filled the bow Ephraim, 
and raised up thy sons. Oh Zion ! against thy sons. Oh 
Greece ! and made thee as the sword of a mighty man. 

Here **a» which signifies/or, is rendered when, thus imposing 
a future signification on the verbs that follow. This has, no 
doubt, arisen from a supposed allusion to the subsequent wars 
of Judas Maccabeus. But Ephraim, or the ten tribes, having 
no share in those wars, militates against that supposition ; and 
it seems more probable that this verse, instead of designating 
the time when the promised blessing would be conferred upon 
the Gentiles, here declares the reason why the Messiah could 
not be sent to them directly and unconditionally ; namely, be- 
cause he was previously promised to Israel. For I have bent 
Judahfor me, filled the bow Ephraim; that is, I have chosen 
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Israel as my people, and appointed them my instruments for 
the overthrow of paganism. And, accordingly, to the house of 
Israel he came, and was by some of them received ; nor until 
the great body of that people declined the office, were the 
Gentiles called in to fill up the ranks, and carry on the spiritual 
warfare; a warfare which was thenceforward carried on by both 
in conjunction, for the first Christians still were Jews, though 
blindness came in part over Israel. 

Verse 14. •^aiHI IST? pniS MST") PlbTl^ OT'jy TTV 

: pn rm:fD2 ^^jm vpr^^ ^ismi m* 

And tlie Lord shall be seen over them, and his arrow shall 
go forth as the lightning ; and the Lord Ood shall blow the 
trumpet y and shall go forth with whirlwinds of the South, 

This and the following verse evidently contain promises of 
Divine protection, and of triumphant success; but to whom 
these promises are given may admit of a question. DiTvy 
over them, may mean the Jews last spoken of, or the Gentiles 
mentioned before, or it may apply to both. And if the 
triumph of true religion over Pagan idolatry be the victory here 
spoken of, as this was obtained by both in conjunction, during 
the Apostolic age at least, so both must be included in the pro- 
mises. Nor can any construction, worthy of the subject, or 
adequate in dignity and importance, be put upon the expres- 
sion, the sons of Zion^ and the sons of Oreece, but that which 
refers to the religion of each. The triumph of true religion 
over idolatry was one that affected the whole world, including 
every country, and extending to every age, and regarding the 
eternal as well as temporal interests of mankind. 



56 NOTES TO CHAPTER IX. 

Verse 15. ^2n« ittmi i^3Mi Drr^5^ p^ niKas mpp 
. raw n*nt3 jnma im^i p^ im ion ^rw) y^p 

ilnd M^ Zore/ of hosts shall defend them ; and they shall 
devour f and subdue with sling stones ; and they shall drink 
and make a noise as through wine ; and they shall he filled 
like bowls, and as the corners of the altar. 

To take these expressions in the literal sense, as promising to 
man the grossest of sensual indulgences, would surely be a strange 
misconstruction of prophetic language ; IDPT which is rendered, 
and make a noise, is not preceded by the connective 1 and; it 
may, therefore, be simply the personal pronoun they, being the 
nominative to the verb drink ; they shall drink as of wine, 
^c. Who is intended by the pronoun they, if at all doubtful 
here, becomes sufficiently clear in the next verse, where it is 
repeated in a manner that leaves no ambiguity, at least as far 
as concerns the Gentiles. 

Verse 16. |MS3 WPTr OTO. OrPH^M TDTV DTmT) 

And the Lord their God shall save them in that day, as the 
fiock of his people, for they shall be as the stones of a 
crown, lifted up as an ensign upon his land. 

Here the pronoun them, in evident contradistinction with 
his people, shews that two nations are spoken of ; otherwise 
the passage might be rendered, the Lord God, shall save as a 
flock, his people. But the antithesis marked by the pronoun 
them, is rendered still more obvious, if possible, in the next 
line. For the wall of separation is waving (or tottering) over 
his land. Such is the literal meaning of the Hebrew, when 
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the words are taken in their primary and ordinary sense. 
Thus, ^il2H in its usual sense meansi stones, as the stones of a 
wall ; but in a more remote and figurative sense, precious 
stones : H^2 in the primary sense, signifies, to separate, or, se* 
paration ; occurring in this sense ten times at least in Num- 
bers, ch. vi. ; but in the secondary or more remote sense, a 
diadem, which separates or distinguishes the prince from the 
people : DD3 in the primary sense means to wave to and fro, 
as a flag, or as a wall before it is blown down by the wind ; 
but, in a secondary sense it signifies, as some understand it 
here, to glitter or sparkle, as a diamond, when waved or 
moved. Thus we see the pains taken to avoid the plain 
and obvious sense of the passage ; but the Hebrew scholar 
will judge for himself. 

The concluding verse, in which the prophet breaks forth into 
expressions of adoration and praise for the goodness of the Lord, 
well accords with this view of his bounty being unlimited, and 
extending to all his creatures alike. 



THE RABBI'S EXPOSITION 



AND 



REPLY, 



CHAPTER IX. 



As I conclude that the object of the Christian, 
who thinks he sees in this Prophecy a clear 
prediction of the coming of Jesus Christ, is to 
learn in what manner it is expounded by the 
Jews ; it appears to me that the simplest way 
in which I can reply, will be to lay before 
him what I conceive to be the proper transla- 
tion and interpretation. In doing this, it will 
be unnecessary to offer any further explana- 
tion or exposition, beyond what may be given 
in the form of comment on the translation ; 
while he is at liberty to conclude with regard 
to those passages, where no comment or ex- 
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planation is offered, not, assuredly, that I as- 
sent to his interpretation, but merely that I 
acquiesce in the reasons he assigns for my 
dissent ; or that his anticipation of my argu- 
ment has rendered its repetition superfluous, 
as is the case in verses 9 and 10. The fol- 
lowing is my mode of translating this chapter 
and expounding it : — 



ZECHARIAH, CHAPTER IX. 

Verse 1 • The burden of the word of the Lord 
on the land of Hadrach, and Damascus, his resi- 
dence; for to the Lord (will be) the eye of man, 
and {particularly thai) of all the tribes of Israel. 

This prophecy is directed against a king 
named Hadrach, and against Damascus his 
residence. According to some who have 
visited Syria, there is to this day, near the 
desert, a village bearing the liame of that 
king, whose inhabitants assert that formerly 
a large district about it, that constituted a 
powerful kingdom, was called by the same 
name. 

For to the Lord, saith the prophet, will be the 
eye of man, agreeably to what he further de- 
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clareth, that the extermiDation of the wicked 
will precede the turning to God, the eyes of 
the residue of man. 

Verse 2. And also (an) Hamath which borders 
on her ; (on) Tt/re^ and (on) Sidon, though she be 
very wise. Verse 3. And Tyre did build herself 
a strong hold, and heaped up silver as dust, and 
gold as miix of the streets. 

The burden of the Lord is also touching 
Hamath, which was bordering on the former; 
also Tyre, and Sidon, which thought herself 
very wise ; yet her wisdom slvailed her nothing, 
as was also foretold by Ezekiel, chap, xxyii. 
ver. 32. 

Verse 4. Behold the Lord will make her poor, 
and smite her power in the sea, and she shall be 
devoured with Jive. Verse 5. Ashkelon shall see 
it and fear ; Gaza also, and she shall be very sor- 
rowful. Ekron also, for he (God) has made 
ashamed her expectation : and the king shall perish 
from Gaza: and Ashkelon shall not remain. 
Verse 6. And a foreigner shall dwell in Ashdod, 
and I will cut off the pride of the Philistines. 

All the foregoing is known from history to 
have been already accomplished, through the 
conquests of Alexander the Macedonian ; who 
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also destroyed the fleet of Tyre, and smote 
her power on the sea. Among others also, 
it is said, Ekron shall be very sorrowful, since 
her hope was blasted; Tyre, on which she 
solely confided, being destroyed. 
. Verse 7. And when I shall have taken away 
his blood out of his mouthy and his abominations 
from between his teeth ; then even he shall remain 
for our God, and he shall be as a chief in Judah, 
and Ekron like Jebusi. 

Now the prophet continues to predict, what 
is yet to be accomplished, that after their 
filth and pollution shall have been taken 
away, a remnant of them also will be to God ; 
each of whom will not be inferior even to a 
chief in Judah, and Ekron will be in a manner 
as holy as Jebusi, which is Jerusalem. See 
Joshua, chap, xviii. ver. 28. 

This, and all that is connected with it, to 
the end of the following chapter, may refer to 
a remoter period, to which the mind of the 
prophet was suddenly transported ; or these 
events may have been intended, immediately 
after the overthrow of these nations, to have 
followed under one of the princes of Judah, 
who was already joined by a part of Ephraim ; 
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and the whole of whom would have been 
gathered under his banners, were not this de- 
layed on account of their haying acted con- 
trary to the will of God. For, that the pro- 
mises of God are conditional, and sometimes 
delayed, if those to whom they were made, 
render themselves undeserving of them, ap- 
pears in many instances. See Zech. chap, 
viii. ver. 14 — 16. Jeremiah, chap, xviii. ver. 
9 — 10. Among other instances, may be cited 
what took place with oar ancestors, who went 
out of Egypt. The land of Canaan promised 
to Abraham (Genesis, chap. xv. ver. 16.) was 
again promised to them, even after their 
having worshipped the calf — Exodus, chap, 
xxxiii. ver. 1. — yet, for their frequent rebel- 
lions, was the fulfilment of this promise 
finally delayed to another generation. (Numb, 
chap. xiv. ver. 23.) Nay, it even appears 
that it would have been retracted, or at least 
delayed many generations, but for the inter- 
cession of Moses. (Exod. chap, xxxii. ver. 
10.) And, in like manner, may the fulfilment 
of these promises, and that of others, which 
follow, respecting the restoration of Israel, be 
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delayed, in consequence of the wickedness 
of our people, exciting the displeasure of the 
Lord. 

Verse 8. And I will encamp about my house 
(to protect) against an army, against one passing 
and returning^ and no oppressor shall pass over 
them any more : for now have I seen it with my 
eyes. 

Now have I seen it with mine eyes, 
means having graciously turned his particular 
attention to them, as is similarly expressed in 
Exod. chap. ii. ver. 25. 

Ver. 9. Ryoice greatly^ daughter of Zion, 
shoutf daughter of Jerusalem, behold thy King 
shall come unto thee just, and he being saved, 
humble and rifling, upon an ass, the foal of an ass. 

Ver. 10. And I will cut off the chariot from 
Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusalem, and the 
battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall speak peace 
unto nations ; and his dominion shall be from sea 
to sea, and from the river to the end of the earth. 

Verse 11. Also thou, by the blood of thy 
covenant, I have sent away thy prisoners out of the 
pit, wherein is no water. 

By the blood of the covenant, apparently. 
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is meant that related in Exod. chap. xxiv. 
ver. 8. A pit without water means a land of 
captivity. 

Verse 12. Return ye to the strong hold, ye 
prisoners of hope, even to-day (I) declare (that) / 
will render double unto thee. 

The prisoners are to return and shelter in 
this strong hold. 

Verse 13. For I have bent Judah for me, 
filled the bow Ephraim, and raised up thy sons. 
Oh Zion ! against thy sons, Oh Greece ! and made 
thee as the sword of a mighty man. 

Judah and Ephraim are represented as 
warlike instruments in the hand of God, the 
sword, and the bow which he bends, and fills 
his hand with; similar to the expression in 
2 Kings, chap. ix. ver. 24. 

Verse 14. And the Lord shall be seen over 
them, and his arrow shall go forth as lightning ; 
and the Lord God shall blow the trumpet, and shall 
go forth with the whirlwinds of the South. 

Verse 15. The Lord of hosts shall defend them ; 
and they shall devour, and subdue the sling stones ; 
and noisily drink {their blood) as wine ; and they 
shall be filled as a bowl, as the corners of an 
altar. 



i 
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The prophet in derision here compares 
their enemies to sling-stones, contrasted with 
which in verse 16. that follows, Israel is com- 
pared to precious stones ; and of whom it was 
before said that they were the sword in the 
hand of the Lord, to be filled with the blood 
of their relentless persecutors. See also 
Isaiah, chap, xxxiv. ver. 6. 

Verse 16. And the Lord their God will save 
them^ his people as aflock^ for as the stones of a 
crown shall they be glittering upon his land. 

Verse 17. For how great is his goodness, and 
how great is his beauty I The young men he will 
make as fruitful as corn, and the maids as wine. 
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Were I candidly to express my sentiments, I 
might say, perhaps, that the Rabbi's answer 
had disappointed me, being neither so full 
nor so forcible as I expected ; but if he, as 
a Jew, be satisfied, it is not for me as a 
Christian to complain. There are, moreover, 
certain points of coincidence in our transla- 
tion, in which the acquiescence of the Rabbi, 
as a distinguished Hebrew scholar, is truly 
gratifying ; while there are also some points 
of disagreement, in which I am inclined to 
relinquish my own in favour of the Rabbi's 
translation. I propose briefly to advert to 
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eacli ; but there is one circumstance that first 
deserves to be noticed, and which, however 
singular it may appear, might yet have been 
expected. It is this, that wherever I have 
ventured to differ from Christian commenta- 
tors, there I am also at issue with the Rabbi. 
Now, having formerly stated that our received 
translation is chiefly founded on the Masoretic 
punctuation, which is Jewish, a coincidence 
was naturally to be looked for between the 
Jew's exposition, and that which is in a 
great measure borrowed from it. And accord- 
ingly such is the case, the Jew's exposition 
differing from that of our own commentators, 
principally on those points where the latter 
discover allusions to Christ. These, the Jew, 
of course, no where finds. 

Now, what the Jew no where perceives, and 
the Christian only here and there, as it were 
incidentally, T maintain to be wholly and 
solely the subject of these chapters. This 
is, at least, a broad and well marked line of 
distinction : but here I unfortunately stand 
alone, having Christian as well as Jew op- 
posed to me. Even the Jew allows that the 
subject of the latter part of this prophecy is 

F 2 
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the Messiah and his kingdom ; but if Christ 
be the Messiah, as the Christian must admit, 
then is Christianity his kingdom^ and the 
subject of the prophecy. So much for the 
state of the question. 

The first point of disagreement between us 
is unconnected with the punctuation, and is 
one of little importance to the question, be- 
yond what it may derive from the concurrence 
of my opponents. The Rabbi and Dr. Blaney 
agree in regarding Hadrach in the first verse, 
as the name of a prince, instead of a city or 
state. The Rabbi gives no authority for his 
opinion, and Dr. Blaney supports his by the 
' conjecture that Rehob, spoken of in 2 Sam. 
viii. 3, who is by Josephus named Apaoc or 
Apa\og, may be the prince alluded to. Now 
since the avowed reason for resorting to this 
supposition is the want of a city of this name, 
I would venture to suggest, that Aradus 
bears quite as much resemblance to Hadrach 
as Apaoc does ; and to Aradus was annexed a 
considerable district of country, which was 
precisely the first conquered by Alexander, 
when he invaded Syria, as appears by the 
following citation from Quintus Curtius, lib. 4. 
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cap. 1. *' Aradus quoque insula deditur regi. 
Maritimam turn oram, pleraque longius 4 
mari residentia, rex ejus insulae Strato possi- 
debat. Quo in fidein accepto, castra movet 
ad urbem Marathon." Aradus, like Tyre, 
was the daughter of Sidon, as stated by 

Strabo ; Eicrcerav avrrfv ^vya&Cy ^C ^aercv, bk ScSovoc* 

These then, are circumstances which, add 
weight to the supposition that Aradus may be 
here intended; but still it is no more than 
conjecture, and as such, quod valet, valeat. 

In the same verse, the Rabbi's rendering 
of 1Jin20 his residence^ must, of course, stand 
or fall with the previous question. Whether 
Hadrach be the name of a man or a city ? If 
it be that of a prince, whose residence was 
Damascus, I have only to observe, that no 
such person appears to have resided there at 
the time the prophet wrote, and this is the 
only time that can accord with the Rabbi's 
translation. 

With regard to the last line of this verse, 
which the Rabbi renders nearly in the same 
manner as our commentators, for to the Lord 
tvill be the eye of man, &c. I can only say, that 
he does not appear to me to have thrown any 
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new light upon the passage, the sense remain* 
ing as vague and obscnre as before. But let 
the reader judge for himself. 

In verse 2nd, the Rabbi agreeing with 
Lowth, renders *?Xin as an active verb, 
" which borders on htr^^ while Blaney, with 
me, makes it passive. If, by Hadrach, be 
intended the district of country extending 
inland from the town of Aradus, this would 
lead us directly to Epiphania, which was the 
lesser Hamath ; and this expression might be 
meant to distinguish it from the greater Ha- 
math, the modern Antioch ; but the Rabbi 
does not acquiesce in this meaning of Ha- 
drach ; and, upon the whole, I see no suffi- 
cient reason to relinquish my own mode of 
rendering. 

In verse 4th, the Rabbi's translation, ** Be- 
hold the Lord will make her poor ^^^ I certainly 
prefer to that of our version, namely, " shall 
cast her out ;" but his explanation of the re- 
mainder of this verse, " and smite her power in 
the sea, and she shall be devoured with jire^^ ap- 
pears less satisfactory than that of Dr. Blaney, 
which I have adopted from him. The Rabbi 
explains the accomplishment of this passage 
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by Alexander's defeating the fleet of the 
Tyrians, and burning their city ; but such an 
interpretation is hardly borne out by history ; 
a few occasional skirmishes by sea, and a 
partial conflagration, after the city was taken, 
being the utmost that took place. And ac- 
cordingly this Terse has been otherwise ex* 
plained by Lowth, who understands the ^' smit- 
ing her power in the sea^'' as referring to the in- 
sular situation of new Tyre ; but Dr. Blaney, 
by a mode of rendering fully warranted by 
the Hebrew text, applies these words to Sidon, 
where they received their accomplishment in 
a manner strikingly peculiar. The difierence 
of translation consists in reading—^' For she 
(Sidon) has built Tyre^ a fortress for herself y' 
instead of " For Tyre has built a fortress for 
herself r thus applying the expressions which 
follow to Sidon, instead of Tyre; which, how- 
ever, is not thereby excluded from a full par- 
ticipation in the burden of the prophecy, evi- 
dently denounced against both. In regard to 
Sidon, the fulfilment was as follows : — When 
besieged by Artaxerxes Ochus, some years 
earlier than the siege of Tyre by Alexander, 
the Sidonians, lest individuals might be 
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tempted to seek their personal safety by flight, 
and abandon the defence of the city, burned 
ail their shipping in the first instance ; and, 
when, by the cowardly treachery of their king, 
the enemy was admitted within their walls ; 
they then set fire to their houses, and con- 
sumed their city, their families, their wealth, 
and themselves ; no less than forty thousand 
perishing in the flames, according to Diod. 

Sic. : ^<Ti & Tovg VTTO Tov TTvpog SiafjildapevTag, avv 
Toig oiKETiKoig autiiam^ yeyovivai ttXuovq tHjv rerpaKctr- 

^vpitov. Lib. 16. cap. 45. 

In verse 5. The fate of Gaza and its go- 
vernor, who was dragged round the city by 
Alexander, in imitation of Achilles, though 
noticed by Lowth, is disregarded by Blaney, 
for what reason I know not, since this seems 
as well intitled to notice as any other literal 
fulfilment of prophecy. 

In verse 7th, the Rabbi's acquiescence in 
the meaning of the words, " when I have taken 
away his blood out of his mouth and his pollution 
from between his teeth ;" as signifying, literally, 
the taking away of sin and pollution, is highly 
important to the Christian exposition, for it 
intimates the first and greatest benefit we 
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derive from the coming of the Messiah. That 
the Rabbi does not so understand it, as allud- 
ing to the remission of sins through Christ, is 
not to be wondered at ; but it does seem sin- 
gular that Lowth and Blaney should have 
disregarded or misunderstood so remarkable a 
passage, in the sense of which even the Jew 
acquiesces, though not in the application. 
^D"Q>, according to the Rabbi, means Jeru- 
salem, that is, " Ekron shall be as Jerusalem'' 
Now the Jebusites were the original inhabi- 
tants of Jerusalem, it is true ; but ^hy the 
prophet should here use the word Jebusi 
for Jerusalem, and here only, is rather unac- 
countable, and I cannot but prefer the trans- 
lation I have given. 

In verses 8, 9, 10, there is no material dis- 
agreement between us either in the transla- 
tion or the interpretation. Here Jew and 
Christian agree in applying these verses to 
the coming of the Messiah. The only ques- 
tion between us is, whether Christ be the 
Messiah, which the Rabbi, of course, de- 
nies. 

Verse 11. In the words, ** By the blood of 
thy covenant^'" &c. it was not to be expected 
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that the Rabbi would see any intimation of a 
covenant for the redemption of mankind, 
sealed with the blood of Christ ; though we 
might have looked for it in Dr. Blaney. The 
application of this and the two preceding 
verses to Christianity, was so clearly per- 
ceived, and so ably expounded by Lowth, that 
we only wonder he should have confined that 
view to these three verses, considering them 
as a digression, when by extending the same 
principle of interpretation to other parts of 
the prophecy, he might have found a clue to 
the solution of many difficulties. The want of 
this clue obliges Dr. Blaney to come to the 
same conclusion as the Rabbi, that the re- 
maining part of the prophecy is still unac- 
complished ; a conclusion which I am com- 
pelled most strenuously to oppose. To the 
Jew, the suspension of the fulfilment of this 
prophecy would be almost equivalent to that 
of all others ; for the Messiah's kingdom is 
alike the subject of all, and if this one be un- 
accomplished, then must they all be so. To 
the Jew then, I would say — Is this consonant 
with the previous ordinations of God in the 
government of the world, to leave an interval 
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of more than two. thousand years, without the 
fulfilaient of prophecy, which is to mankind, 
the most convincing of all proofs of his Divine 
superintendance and control over human 
affairs ? To Dr. Blaney, on the other hand, 
who conceives that '' since our Saviour's ap- 
pearance on earth, nothing has happened to 
the Jewish nation in any degree answerable 
to what is here predicted ; no return from 
captivity, no victories, no successes,'* &c. ; to 
him I would say, why may not ** the children 
0f the promise'' be here included as well as 
*' the children of the flesh r The first Chris- 
tians were Jews, the apostles and disciples 
were Jews, while the converted Gentiles were 
no less styled, ** Israelites by adoption /' and 
so they are continually called in prophetic 
language. If then the terms, *' Sons of ZimC' 
and ** Israel ofGody' be not less applicable to 
those who received Christ for their Messiah, 
than to those who rejected him ; we cannot 
surely say with Dr. Blaney, that there have 
been no return from captivity, no victories, 
no successes, since the coming of Christ ; for 
it will hardly be maintained that redemption 
from the bondage of sin is no return from cap- 
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tivity ; that the triumph of Christianity over 
paganism is no victory, and the rapid propa- 
gation of the Gospel no success. 

In verse 12, " The strong hold^'' which is 
evidently the same as the prison-house, called 
in the preceding verse, " the pit without water ^'^ 
and which the Rabbi allows to be a state of 
captivity, is here, somewhat abruptly, trans- 
formed into a place of shelter and protectiod. 

Verse 15. The Rabbi's idea, that the pro- 
phet here uses the term '^ sling-stones^'' in 
derision, as an appellative for the enemies 
of Israel, while he applies to themselves, in 
the next verse, the term ** precious stonesy' ap- 
pears to me, I must acknowledge, somewhat 
novel ; and as I dispute that translation of 
the next verse altogether, so I cannot ac- 
quiesce in such an explanation of this. With 
regard to the rendering of TOH in the same 
verse, which I have considered as the personal 
pronoun, " they^'' instead of the verb " to make 
a noise'' — I believe the Rabbi's, upon re-con- 
sidering the passage, to be the more correct 
translation. 

But these verbal differences, however they 
may interest the Hebrew scholar, are of trivial 
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importance, as regarding the grand question 
between us, namely, whether the accomplish- 
ment of the predictions contained in this 
chapter, ceases before we arrive at verse 9, 
which is admitted to announce the coming of 
the Messiah. Upon this point, then, I plead 
the general issue. If I succeed in shewing 
that every part of the prophecy in the follow- 
ing chapters, as well as the present, has been 
clearly accomplished in the leading events of 
the history of Christianity, I gain my cause. 
If I fail to do so, let the verdict go for the 
Jew. 



ZECHARIAH 
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MESSIAH'S KINGDOM. 



INTERPRETATION : CHAPTER X. 

Two points appeared to be established in 
the last chapter ; one, that the Messiah's king- 
dom is the subject of this part of the pro- 
phecy, and the other, that that kingdom is a 
spiritual one ; or these points, if not proved, 
were, at least, shewn to be in perfect accord- 
ance with every verse, and every line con- 
tained in that chapter. 

That the Messiah's kingdom is the subject, 
appeared from the express declaration of the 
9th verse, " Behold ^ thy King comet h^ &c., and 
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from the exact accordance of every other with 
this view. 

The circumstances that intimated the spi- 
ritual nature of that kingdom, and shewed 
that the prophecy refers to Christianity, were 
the following : — the denunciations against 
worldly-mindednesSi wherewith the subject is 
prefaced and introduced ; these being imme- 
diately followed byi and contrasted with the 
promise of spiritual blessings from the Mes- 
siah's coming; which were declared to be 
the remission of sins, and the redemption of 
the Gentile world from the darkness of idola- 
try ; — next, the personal character of the Mes- 
siah, and the express manner of his coming, 
namely, in meekness and humility; — the 
peaceful nature of his reign ; — the shedding 
of his blood for the redemption of mankind 
from the bondage of sin ; — the joint instru- 
mentality of Israel in the accomplishment of 
the great scheme of redemption, but the ad'- 
mission of the Gentiles to a full participation 
in the blessings which result from it, and the 
removal of the partition wall, mentioned by 
St. Paul, (Ephes. ii. 14,) by which they had 
been previously excluded from them. These 
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are the circumstances that declare the spiri- 
tuality of the Messiah's kingdom, and these 
are clearly intimated in the last chapter. 

The present will be found to contain some- 
what less variety of incident, with more of ex- 
hortations and promises than the preceding. 
These are more particularly addressed to 
the house of Judah, but their subsequent ex- 
tension to " them of Ephraim'' also, is a cir- 
cumstance that calls for some explanation, 
without which it would be difficult to shew the 
chronological order of the events foretold. 

Ephraim, or the ten tribes, had gone into 
captivity long before the time when the pro- 
phecy was uttered, which was that of the 
building of the second temple ; nor have these 
tribes since returned, (what is become of them, 
or whether they be now in existence, being 
wholly unknown,) yet is their return from 
captivity here distinctly foretold. What, then, 
are we to understand by this return, or who is 
intended by ** them of Ephraim^'' is the ques- 
tion? 

On the spiritual view, the captivity means 
the bondage of sin, and especially of idolatry, 
into which Ephraim had fallen by their apos- 
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tacy ; and their return will mean their return 
to true religion, whereby they obtain the re- 
mission of their sins, and the gift of -eternal 
life. But what is meant by ** them ofEphraim ?" 
Are we to understand thereby the original ten 
tribes who revolted with Jeroboam, and whose 
descendants are not known to be now in ex- 
istence ? or the remnant of those tribes who 
returned to Jerusalem, (2 Chron. xi. 16,) and 
who having joined the tribe of Judah have 
since become mixed and identified with 
them? 

On this latter view the prophecy may al- 
ready in part have received its fulfilment, as 
some of this remnant, mixed with the tribes of 
Judah and Benjamin, in the apostolic age, 
were probably among the number of our Lord's 
disciples, and were thus redeemed from the 
bondage of sin, and have already shared in 
the triumphs and blessings of the Gospel. 
On the former view, supposing, what is not 
impossible, that these tribes are still in ex- 
istence, we must look chiefly to the future, as 
regards them, for the accomplishment of this 
part of the prophecy. But whichever view 
we embrace, as to those who constitute now 

G 
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the ten tribes, we must still look to the future, 
(and this is the point to be attended to,) for 
the full and perfect fulfilment of the prophecy ; 
for so long as any of the house of Israel re- 
main unredeemed, so long must they be re- 
garded, in the spiritual view, which is the 
view we embrace, as still remaining in the 
bondage of sin, and not yet returned from 
captivity 

This then is the essential point as regards 

the prophetic chronology, that where events 
are spoken of, which, like the restoration of 
Israel, are continuous from age to age, or 
destined to occupy many centuries in their 
fulfilment, there the prophetic view must needs 
accord with the nature of the events, compris- 
ing at one glance the commencement, the 
continuance, and the completion of what is 
foretold ; consequently these events not being 
limited to particular periods like the ordinary 
occurrences of history, like the fate of a battle 
or the fall of a monarchy, cannot be dated 
with chronological precision, except it be 
from the time of their commencement. And 
precisely of this nature are the events which 
form the subject of the chapter before us. 



INTERPKETATION *. CHAPTER X. 83 

The first of these in order, as well as im- 
portance, is the progress of the Gospel of 
Christ, or the triumph of Jiidah, which began 
with the apostolic age, and has since con- 
tinued progressive, though with a fluctuating 
career, and unequal success, up to the present 
time, when it extends over a large portion of 
the habitable world ; but still without having 
attained to any thing like the universality an- 
nounced in prophecy. This then is an event, 
which being still progressive, is not limitable 
to a particular period, nor capable of being 
dated with precision except from its com- 
mencement. 

Next to this, or to the triumph of Judah, 
is the promised restoration of Israel, which 
cannot be deemed complete, while so many of 
the house of Israel, dispersed over the nations 
of Christendom, still rest their hopes on the 
covenant of the Law ; a covenant which we 
as Christians believe to have been ttnnuUed at 
the promulgation of the Gospel; but which 
from the first offered only temporal rewards, 
and unlike the covenant of grace, gave no 
distinct promises of eternal life. That the 
remaining Israelites will ultimately awaken 

G 2 
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to a sense of these advantages, we may con- 
fidently expect from this promise of restora- 
tion, and from the predicted universality of 
the Messiah's kingdom. This then is also an 
event yet imperfectly accomplished, or still in 
a state of progression, and therefore yet inca- 
pable of being dated with precision. 

The abolition of Paganism is another, which 
though nominally effected at the beginning 
of the fourth century, is yet so far from being 
complete, that Paganism still prevails over the 
largest portion of the globe ; and consequently 
this, like the former, is an event which can be 
dated only from its commencement. Bearing 
then in mind the nature of these events, and 
the impossibility of limiting the date of them 
to definite periods, we may now proceed with 
the interpretation of the prophecy. 

As the last chapter opened with denuncia- 
tions of divine wrath agaittst worldly-minded- 
ness, which were followed by, and contrasted 
with the unfolding of the spiritual nature 
of the Messiah's kingdom, so the present 
chapter opens with exhortations to seek for 
spiritual blessings, and with the promise of 



INTERPRETATION : CHAPTER X. 85 

their abundant bestowal on those who ask for 
them. 

Ask ye of the Lord rain in the time of the latter 
rain; so the Lord causing lightnings shall bring 
heavy showers ^ and give to every one grass in the 
field. 

This language is metaphorical, it is true, 
and so is invariably that which is employed 
in describing the plenteousness of the Mes- 
siah's kingdom, abounding in com, wine, and 
oil, natural plenty signifying abundance in 
spiritual blessings. Were any one disposed 
to take such expressions in a strictly literal 
sense, he would soon find it impossible, for, 
most of them are mixed metaphors, such as 
waters of life, trees of righteomness, garments of 
salvation^ of which part at least must be figu- 
rative ; iauid the spiritual sense is in fact the 
most literal of any that can possibly be affixed 
to them. Ask ye of the Lord rain, signifies 
seek the blessings of righteousness, and they 
shall be freely given to you-. When viewed 
in this light, we shall readily perceive the 
connection between this and the next verse, 
which contrasts the value of true, with the 
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worthlessness and deceitfulness of false reli« 
gion. 

For the idols have spoken vanity, and the 
diviners have seen a lie ; and told false dreams; 
they comfort in vain. 

That is, the heathen priests and oracles 
promise blessings which they have no power 
to bestow, but delude their votaries with false 
hopes, leading them astray, and leaving them 
to wander as a flock without a shepherd. 

Therefore they went their way as a flocky they 
were troubled because there was no shepherd. 

A religion like Paganism, which allowed 
the unrestrained indulgence of the passions, 
of pride, avarice, and ambition, was well cal- 
culated to seduce ; and the Jews, in spite of 
the continual exhortations of their prophets, 
in spite of the many signal miracles displayed 
to them, and wrought in their behalf, had fre- 
quently relapsed into idolatry. Nor can it be 
supposed that the outward worship of idols 
was alone displeasing to God, and that the 
indulgence of the passions, which was the soul 
and spirit of idolatry, was disregarded. The 
spirit was at least as likely as the form of Pa- 
ganism to be offensive to Heaven ; and accord- 
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ingly it was continually denounced by the 
prophets, and had been frequently punished 
by signal acts of judgment. And in this did 
the Jewish priests and rulers still offend, by 
their avarice and worldly-mindedness, and 
thus incur the displeasure of Heaven, as 
already intimated, and here repeated. 

Mine anger is kindled against the shepherds^ 
and I will punish the goats. 

The shepherds are the guardians, the goats 
the leaders of the flock ; but the Jewish shep- 
herds and leaders misled their flock, and as 
their forefathers, under Jeroboam, had em- 
braced idolatry, and were therefore allowed to 
be carried away into captivity, so their pos- 
terity, seduced by similar passions, rejected 
the blessings of the Gospel, and were suffered 
to remain in the bondage of sin. But the 
house of Judah having remained faithful, to 
them was the Messiah promised ; and given 
to those who were willing to receive him. 

But the Lord of hosts hath visited hisfiock^ the 
house of Judah ^ and made, them as his goodly horse 
in battle. Out of him shall come the corner-stone ; 
out of himy the nail ; out of him, the battle bow ; 

■ 

out of him every ruler together. 
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Triumphant career and success are herein 
promised to Judah, but the Messiah's king- 
dom having been already declared to be a 
peaceful one, we cannot suppose literal war- 
fare to be here intended. The triumph of 
true religion over Paganism is no doubt the 
warfare to be understood. 

And they shall be as mighty men who tread down 
their enemies in the mire of the streets in battle ; 
and they shall Jight became the Lord is with them, 
and they shall confound the riders on horses. 

And while this triumph is promised to 
Judah, mercy and forgiveness are declared to 
Israel also, and their return from captivity is 
foretold. 

And J will strengthen the house of Judah^ and 
I will save the house of Joseph y and J will bring 
them again to place them, for I have mercy upon 
them, and they shall be as though I had not cast 
them off; for I am the Lord their God, and will 
hear them. And they of Ephraim shall be like 
a mighty man, and their heart shall rejoice as 
through wine, yea their children shall see it and be 
glad, their heart shall rejoice in the Lord. 

The complete fulfilment of this part of the 
prophecy must still be future, whether we 
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consider it as referring to the Jews now dis- 
persed over different countries, or to the ten 
tribes who went into captivity. 

In most countries of Europe and probably 
of Asia also, the usual mode of call to a 
person just within hearing is a shrill kind of 
hiss, which is the more readily noticed 
because differing from all other sounds. 
This expression is accordingly used in the 
prophecy to express the recal of Israel, 
whether spiritual or otherwise. 

/ will hiss for them, and gather them, for I 
have redeemed them, and they shall increase as 
they have increased. 

The next verse speaks of sowing them 
again among the people, which appears at 
first as if again declaring their dispersion ; 
but on the spiritual view there is no reason to 
suppose that such is the meaning. Sowing 
them among the people, on this view will sig- 
nify the blending together of Jews and Gen- 
tiles, by their embracing one common faith ; 
whereby they at length become one race, and 
all distinction is lost under the common de- 
nomination of Christians. This also explains 
the rapid increase of their numbers here fore- 
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told, as well as their return from captivity, 
and their living again. The increase of num- 
bers arising from the accession of converts ; 
their return from captivity, signifying redemp- 
tion from the bondage of sin ; and their 
living, the resurrection to eternal life through 
Christ. 

And I will sow them among the people y and they 
shall remember me in far countries, and they shall 
live with their children, and turn again. 

The spirituality of this return and gathering 
becomes still clearer as we proceed, signifying 
the flowing together of all nations, Gentiles as 
well as Jews, into the house of the Lord. 

And I will bring them again out of the land of 
Egypt, and gather them out of Assyria y and I will 
bring them into the land of Gilead and Lebanon ; 
and place shall not be found for them. 

This extraordinary increase of numbers* 
which is to overflow all countries, strongly 
favours the spiritual view, for the actual 
number of the Hebrew nation is avowedly di- 
minishing, and becoming less and less likely 
to perform the wonderful changes next inti- 
mated. The sea and the isles were common 
expressions for the Gentile nations, (Gen. x, 6,) 
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while the land signifies always the Jews, from 
Palestine or the Holy Land — see note. Rivers 
denote in prophetic langua<;e, the people re- 
siding on their borders. (Isaiah viii. 7.) The 
river, in particular, signifies the Euphrates 
and the Eastern nations bordering upon it. 
This will serve as a key to the meaning of the 
next verse, which announces the subversion of 
Paganism in these different countries. Thus, 
afflicting the sea and smiting the waves ^ denote its 
extinption in the West ; drying up the depths of 
the river ^ signify its extinction in the East; 
and bringing down the pride of Assyria, and the 
departing of the sceptre from Egypt bespeak its 
further abolition. 

And he shall cause affliction to pass over the 
sea, and shall smite the waves of the sea : and all 
the deeps of the river shall dry up : arul the pride 
of Assyria shall be brought down ; and the sceptre 
of Egypt shall depart away. 

Surely these expressions announce some 
greater changes than would result from the 
mere emigration from these countries of a race, 
poor, afflicted, and despised, as the Jews long 
have been. And small indeed is the likeli- 
hood that the literal subjugation of all these 
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countries by that race, can be here intended. 
The following verse points out a far more pro- 
bable and consistent solution of the problem, 
in the overthrow of their idolatry, and the 
turning of all these nations to the worship of 
the one true Grod. 

And I will strengthen them in the Lord, and 
they shall walk up and down in his name, saith the 
Lord. 
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Verse 1. . D®:) -ytxs) Q'rm rvxof mm 

So the Lord shall make bright clouds, and give them 
showers of rain. 

The Hebrew here may be rendered (see Lowth and Park- 
hurst) lightning instead of bright clouds, and the connexion 
with rain will then be much more obvious ; especially with 
heavy rain, as the Hebrew word literally signifies, which usually 
follows lightning. The construction will then bo as proposed 
in the text. 

So the Lord causing lightning, shall bring heavy rain, ^c. 

Verse 3. ^pDM D'^Timn bv^ "^DM PHH D'^riH b^f 

♦ mm ipB ^3 

Mine anger was kindled against the shepherds, and I pu* 
nished the goats, for the Lord, j*c. 

The apparently indiscriminate use of the past and future 
tenses, in scriptural and prophetic language, has perplexed the 
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best Hebrew scholars. On the convereive power of the \ 
Granville Sharpe's is perhaps the best treatise. In the present 
case, unless the 1 retain that power when disjoined from the verb, 
there is no reason for rendering the future TlpDM as a perfect, 
or, I punished, instead of / will punish. And, as Mr. Lowth 
observes, the *^3 which follows would be more properly rendered 
But than For, and it will then be — mine anger is kindled 
against the shepherds, and I will punish the goats ; But the 
Lord of Hosts, j-c. The shepherds and the goats both signify 
leaders of the flock. 

Verse 4. HDrte HttJp 1300 ITS' 1300 n3D 1300 

: nm m^'l ^3 Msr i3oo 

Out of him came forth the comer, out of him the nail, out 
of him the battle bow, out of him every oppressor together. 

The words comer, nail, and oppressor, must be rather per- 
plexing to the English reader, nor can the Hebrew scholar be 
certain of the precise meaning of each, though their general 
import is obvious enough. Thus 7130 corner, signifies in the 
root to tw^, and as the corner stone is a guide to the builder 
in laying the others, it comes to signify a guide or leader. So 
in*', a nail, signifies one on whom others depend. And tt)5*l3, 
an oppressor, like the Greek rvpawos, signifies generally, a 
prince, as well as a tyrant. Thus these terms are each of them 
equivalent to a chief ov leader. 

The verb MSf^, which follows, may be either past or future, 
but the latter accords best with the context, as in the proposed 
translation. Out of him shall come forth the corner-stone. 
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out of him the nail, out of him the battle bow, out of him 
every leader together. 

Verse 8. OH^ rT|7^ttJM« — I will hiss for them. 

The word hiss, does not to the English reader convey the 
correct meaning here. In many parts of Europe, and, proba- 
bly, in some of Asia, the common mode of call [s by a shrill 
sound, very different from either a hiss or a whistle. In some 
countries it is effected by pressing the tongue against the 
teeth with the lips open, and sounding the letters — tsz. In 
others, it is usual to begin with the lips compressed, and with- 
out closing the teeth, thus making the sound of the letters 
psh — but in both, the sibilant sound predominates, and is heard 
to a considerable distance, while its peculiarity instantly at- 
tracts attention from all that are within hearing ; and this is no 
doubt the sense of the term, as here used. The Hebrew 
closely resembles, and probably gives the etymology of the 
English v/ovd, shriek. (See Parkhurst.) 

Verse 11. • D^^a Q^^ nam ms o^a najn 

And he shall pass through the sea with ajffliction, and shall 
smite the waves of the sea» 

This mode of rendering gives a turn to the sense of the pas- 
sage, which is wholly uncalled for, if not unwarranted by the 
original : which would be more literally translated. And afflic- 
tion shall come over the sea, &c. But the Jew's mode of 
rendering is equally correct, and better accords with the con- 
text, thus ; He shall cause trouble to pass in the sea, and 
shall smite the waves of the sea. The latter expression am- 
plifying and explaining the former. 
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What is meant by the expressions, the sea, the isles, and 
the land, is a point of no small importance. In prophetic lan- 
guage, the sea and the isles always signify the western Gen- 
tiles, or European nations ; while the land signifies Palestine, 
or the Jewish nation. The Hebrew word D^ means either the 
sea or the west. As the sea extends along the whole western 
coast of Syria, sea and west came to be used synonymously. 
And as the European nations lay beyond the sea, they obtained 
the name of the isles, or the isles of the Gentiles, as they are 
called in Gen. x. 5. Mr. Lowth observes, on Isa. xi. II, 
*' The islands, in the prophetic style, seem particularly to de- 
note the western parts of the world, or the European nations; 
the west being often called the sea in the Scripture language." 

Thus, ' causing affliction, or trouble, to come over the sea,* 
and * smiting the waves of it,' signify, as the Jew rightly ex- 
plains, to cause confusion and dismay among the Gentile na- 
tions of the west. 

Verse 11. j niM'' m*712D *73 W^Om 

And all the deeps of the river shall dry up* 
That rivers are meant, in prophetic language, to represent the 
people residing on their borders, appears in various passages. 
See Isa. viii. 7. ^* Now, therefore, behold the Lord bringeth 
up upon them the waters of the river strong and many, even 
the king of Assyria and all his glory*** In like manner, the 
drying up of the Euphrates, is spoken of under the sixth vial 
in the Revelations, in allusion to the nations bordering upon 
that river. 



THE RABBI'S REPLY, 

AND THE 

AUTHOR'S REMARKS UPON IT. 



CHAPTER X. 

Contending, as the Jew does, that no part 
of the prophecy relating to the Messiah's 
kingdom, has yet been accomplished, he 
cannot reasonably be expected to offer a 
particular interpretation of what, according to 
his view, is still unfulfilled. And, accordingly, 
his remarks on this chapter are restricted to 
an occasional correction of the received 
translation, and a few short explanatory 
notes; while his reply to my exposition, if 
reply it can be called, may be comprised in 
one short sentence, namely, that he considers 

H 
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the whole unaccomplished, and rejects alto- 
gether the spiritual exposition, admitting 
none but the literal. 

In answer to this, I have to observe, that 
the literal acceptation, has already, in some 
instances, been shewn to be impossible ; and 
will, hereafter, be so in many more ; while the 
figurative exposition offered, is in perfect 
accordance with the style and language of 
prophecy in general, and is uniform and con- 
sistent throughout. 

As I fully acquiesce in the Rabbi's correc- 
tions, and in the only instance where we 
differ, have adopted his view in preference to 
my own, it is wholly unnecessary to offer 
his translation at length ; but an objection 
which he makes to my exposition of verses 
3rd and 4th of the last chapter, I feel called 
upon to notice. 

In those verses, I adopted the view of 
Dr. Blayney, that the destruction by fre, 
there denounced, applies to Sidcm rather than 
to Tyre. 

The common version, ' For Tyre has hmU 
kerseys a fortress y bdng rendered by him, * Fer 
she (Sidon) has buUt herself a fortress^ Tyre ;' 
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the SidonianB being thus made the immediate 
object of denunciation, who are allowed to 
have been the builders of Tyre, which was 
thence called the daughter of Sidon. 

Now the Jew's objection is founded upon 
collateral prophecies, in which the burden 
cannot, as here, be shifted from Tyre to Sidon, 
the former being distinctly named in these ; 
and in some, the precise mode of destruction 
specified, namely, by fire: Thus, in Amos i. 
10, ^ / will send a fire upon the wall of Tyrus, 
which shall devour the palaces thereof :' see also 
Isa. xxiii., in which the whole burden is ex* 
pressly on Tyre; and again, Ezek. xxvii. 32, 
' and in their wailing ^ they shall take up a lamen^ 
tation for thee^ and lament over thee, saying, What 
city is like Tyrus, like the destroyed in the midst of 
the sea V 

These, and similar passages, would, no 
doubt, be fatal to the exposition of Dr. 
Blayney, could they be shewn to foretel one 
and the same event ; but against this, there 
are, what appear to ma, conclusive objections. 
Two of these prophets not only wrote long 
before the time oi Zechariah, but before the 
destruction of OUi Tyre by Nebucliadnezsar, 

H 2 
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which was therefore most likely to be the 
object of their predictions, and not New Tyre, 
which, at that time was not in existence, being 
built after Old Tyre was demolished; this 
then appears conclusive against the objection 
drawn from what occurs in Amos and Isaiah. 
With regard to Ezekiel, the case is somewhat 
different, and the answer must rest on other 
grounds. 

Ezekiel did write much nearer to the time 
in question, and commentators appear unde- 
cided whether some of his predictions refer to 
the destruction of Old or New Tyre, or to 
both ; for if he uttered this prophecy before 
the siege of Old Tyre by Nebuchadnezzar,' 
which can hardly admit of doubt, when he 
says, chap. xxvi. 7, " Behold 1 will bring upon 
Tyrus, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon;'* 
still the expression of " the destroyed in the midst 
of the sea^' does seem peculiarly applicable to 
the insular situation of New Tyre. But if it 
be granted that the siege of this latter, by 
Alexander, be intimated in that remarkable 
expression ; yet Ezekiel no where, that I can 
find, specifies^re as the peculiar agent of de- 
struction ; therefore, it cannot be inferred 
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from any thing he says, that in Zechariah's 
prophecy, which appears to be directed 
against both Tyre and Sidon, this particular 
mode of destruction may not apply to Sidon, 
as the text certainly warrants that interpreta- 
tion. Thus I see no reason to relinquish Dr. 
Blayney's view, which I should give up with 
the more reluctauQe, as I have so rarely been 
able to go along with that learned commen- 
tator ; while this exposition appeared to me a 
very happy solution of a difficulty presented 
by the received translation. 



ZECHARIAH 



ON THE 



MESSIAH S KINGDOM 



INTERPRETATION I CHAPTER XI. 

It was before stated, that we should find in 
its proper place, due notice taken of the pride 
and worldly-mindedness which led the Jews 
to reject the Messiah, as he offered no tem- 
poral advantages ; and of their forfeiting 
thereby all claim to the blessings which his 
kingdom was calculated to afibrd. We are 
now come to that place. The introduction to 
this chapter announces the frustration of their 
hopes of worldly greatness built upon the pro- 
mised Messiah ; and distinctly states what 
portion of their nation would be blinded by 



INTEEPRETATION ; CHAPTER XI. 103 

such motives, and what portion would be 
exempt from them. The rulerB, the rich, and 
the great are declared to be those who would 
mislead the flock; while the poor and the 
humble are stated to be those who would 
recognise the hand of God in his works, and 
perceive that this was the word of the Lord. 

At the time of Christ's coming, it is un- 
questionable, that a very general expectation 
prevailed among the Jews, that the period for 
their Messiah's appearance was arrived ; but 
so remote was the character of Jesus from 
what they expected in their prince, and so 
different were the advantages he offered from 
what they had hoped to obtain, that the majo. 
rity of the people willingly yielded to the 
persuasion of their interested rulers, that he 
was not the promised Messiah ; and thus the 
misguided flock for the most part entered into 
the views of their priests and rulers, and 
rejected Christ. 

The motives for this rejection are manifest 
even to this day, in the backwardness of Israel 
to relinquish the hopes of a temporal Messiah, 
and in their blindness to the benefits offered 
them by a spiritual one ; although the conse- 
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quence has hitherto been to them the loss of 
even the temporal advantages they previously 
enjoyed, instead of the attainment of others 
which they expected. Small, however, in the 
Christian's estimation, are these, in compari- 
son with their loss, in a spiritual point of view, 
or their loss of the especial favour of Heaven ; 
which from that time has not only withheld 
from them any further revelations, but, as we 
conceive, has even blinded them to the true 
spiritual import of those previously vouchsafed. 
Thus, in whatever light we view it, whether 
spiritually or politically, the humiliation of 
Israel from that time to the present, has been 
abundantly manifest ; as declared in the pro^ 
phecy, under the metaphor of the fall of the 
loftiest trees, the pride of the forest. 

Open thy doors, O Lebanon ! that the jire may 
devour thy cedars. Howl, fir-tree, for the cedar is 
fallen, because the mighty is spoiled. Howl, O ye 
oaks of Bashan, for the forest of the vintage is 
come down. There is a voice of the howling of the 
shepherds, for their glory is spoiled. A voice of 
the roaring of young lions, for the pride of Jordan 
is spoiled. 
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This lans;uage is highly figurative, no doubt ; 
yet is it interspersed with expressions, which 
almost preclude the possibility of its misap- 
plication ; for the cedars of Lebanon^ and the 
oaks of Bashan, are next, by a change of meta- 
phor, called, the shepherds oftheflock ; and soon 
after, dropping the metaphor entirely, it ap- 
pears that they are the rich and the great, 
who sacrifice their flock to avarice and am- 
bition . Their hopes, however, were frustrated, 
in the appearance of a spiritual, instead of a 
temporal prince, and an exultation over their 
disappointed ambition forms the exordium to 
this chapter, which may be explained as 
follows : — 

Literally, the shepherds are supposed to howl 
for the iL of Jir rich pa,toe» on mount 
Carmel, the forest of the vintage; and the 
lions to roar for the loss of their covert, the 
thickets on the banks of Jordan, the pride of 
the river, which, with other trees, are doomed 
to destruction ; but the figurative meaning is, 
that the priests and rulers of Israel should be 
disappointed of their hopes of worldly great* 
ness at the Messiah's coming, and be deprived. 
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under the new dispensation, of their power and 
influence. 

The lamentation over their frustrated hopes, 
is next coupled with expressions of compas- 
sion for their misguided flock, whom they had 
doomed to the slaughter; that is, by depriving 
them of the life which is in Christ. This flock, 
the prophet is commanded to feed. 

Thtis saith the Lord my God. Feed the flock 
of the slaughter^ whose possessors slay them, and 
hold themselves not guilty. And they that sell 
them say. Blessed be the Lord for I am rich. 
And their own shepherds pity them not. 

Avarice is thus foreshewn to be the vice 
which would lead the priests to reject Christ ; 
the sending of whom is next declared to be 
the last act of Divine interposition in behalf 
of Israel ; those who reject him being thence- 
forward left to th^nselves. 

For I will no more pity the inhabitants of the 
land, saith the Lord, but, lo! I will deliver the men 
every me into his neighbour's hand, and into the 
hand of his shepherd, and they shall smUe the land, 
and out of their hand I will not deliver them. 

But while further interposition is thus 
denied to those who reject Christ, being the 
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rich and the great; Bpiritual food is expressly 
promised to those who receive him, who were 
the poor and the meek. 

But I will feed the ^k of the slaughter, 
even you, O poor of the flock. 

The food here promised to those who are 
willing to receive it, cannot be any other than 
spiritual food ; that is, the knowledge to dis- 
cern truth from falsehood, and the grace to 
make a proper election between right and 
wrong. To the poor, this was given, of whom 
Christ declared that '^ Thdrs was the kingdom 
of Heaven ;" to the rich it was not given, of 
whom he declared, *^ That it was easier for a 
camel to pass through the eye of a needle ^^^ than 
for them to enter his kingdom. 

We now come to the events to which this 
introductory matter is intended to lead us; 
and to render the prophetic annunciation the 
more impressive, it is typically represented by 
actions, as well as expressed by words. This 
is the most important part of the prophecy ; 
that on which it may be said that the whole 
interpretation hinges. And yet it is here that 
the Christian is at fault, and that the Jew ex- 
pects a certain triumph : nor without reason. 
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when our ablest commentators disagree, or 
even acknowledge the difficulties to be insur- 
mountable. Whether they are removed by 
the proposed exposition, the reader must de- 
cide; and to enable him to do so, we shall 
state them as briefly as possible. 

The events alluded to will, with the Chris- 
tian, scarcely admit of doubt, for the passage 
before us is cited in the Gospel of Matthew, 
though by some error, it is there ascribed to 
Jeremiah instead of Zechariah. But were the 
citation in question even supposed to be a 
marginal note, which had found its way 
into the text in transcribing, still the pur- 
port of the prophecy would be not the less 
manifest, for the connection of this with the 
context, and the unity of the whole, suffi- 
ciently declare the subject. 

The events foreshewn, are the death of 
Christ ; the dissolution of the old, and the 
founding of the new covenant; the rejection 
of this latter by the great body of the Jewish 
nation, and their immediate forfeiture of the 
benefits it affords ; with other circumstances 
attending these events, such as the betrayal 
of Christ for thirty pieces of silver; the 
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employment of this money in the purchase of 
the potter's field ; the separation of the Jews, 
who rejected Christ, from those who received 
him ; and the evils entailed upon those who, 
having rejected the true, followed after false 
Messiahs. These are the circumstances 
shadowed forth in the prophecy ; but to give a 
consistent explanation of every part of it, and 
to shew the exact adaptation of the events to 
the prediction, constitute the difiiculty. 

The typical actions of the prophet, consist 
in his taking two staves, or crooks ; first af- 
fixing to each of them a significant denomi- 
nation, and then breaking them in succession ; 
accompanying this action with explanations, 
declaratory of the purport of his doing so. 
Yet is the whole highly mystical, and in parts 
so obscure, that Dr. Blayney acknowledges 
he cannot solve these difiiculties ; an avowal 
that would have been rendered unnecessary, 
had his predecessor Lowth been more suc- 
cessful. Their failure seems chiefly to have 
arisen from their misconceiving, in the first 
place, whom the prophet here personates in 
the character of the shepherd; and, in the 
next, what the staves are intended to repre- 
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sent ; for the general purport of the whole, is 
rightly understood by both to be an allusion 
to the death of Christ, and the completion of 
his mission. Accordingly, Lowth supposes 
the shepherd to personate the Messiah, as the 
shepherd of his flock. But the Messiah is 
throughout the person spoken of, rather than 
the speaker, as will presently appear. Blay- 
ney also considers the prophet as a type of 
the Messiah ; but supposes him sometimes to 
speak in his own name, as being himself the 
shepherd. Not to dwell on the want of con- 
sistency in this change of character, its 
avowed inadequacy to furnish the solution 
required, is alone a sufficient refutation of it. 

That the prophet is the actual speaker is 
clear, but he speaks in the name of the Al- 
mighty, as is distinctly declared three times 
at least in the present chapter. The great 
Shepherd is then no other than God himself; 
and all mankind are his flock. Who are the 
staves, or crooks, we have next to inquire. 

The staff, or crook, is the shepherd's im- 
plement, with which he tends his flock, pro- 
tecting them on the one hand, or correcting 
them on the other. Hence the two names 
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adapted to the two-fold office, which might be 
rendered Pleasure and Pain, instead of 
Beauty and Bands ; but there is no occasion 
to alter the translation, which is equally 
Uteral, and equally appropriate as it stands. 
It is, perhaps, worthy of note, that two staves 
were once in use for these different purposes. 
What are these staves then intended to repre- 
sent ? In a word, God being the Shepherd, 
and all mankind his flock, the staves appear 
to be typical of Chmt aud Israel ; these being 
the agents employed, the great instruments in 
the hands of Gh>d, in accomplishing the work 
of man's redemption, from the darkness of 
idolatry to the light of true religion. One 
staff being Israel^ with whom was founded the 
Old Covenant, the express object of which 
was the abolition of idolatry; a covenant 
which is continually called the ** bondage of the 
law ;'' and the other stafl^ Christy the founder 
of the New Covenant, called ^* the beauty of 
holiness: :" who declared that his yoke was 
easy, or pleasant; thus the name will be 
equally appropriate, whichever translation is 
adopted. 

And I took unto tne two staves^ the one I called 
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Beauty f and the other I called Bands, and I fed 
the flock. 

The parallelism between these two staves 
strikingly appears in the circumstance that 
the most remarkable prophecies, as the liiid. 
chapter of Isaiah, which the Christian con- 
ceives to be exactly fulfilled in the person and 
character of Christ, the Jew imagines to ac- 
cord as perfectly with the circumstances and 
condition of the house of Israel. May we 
not suppose them to be designedly appli- 
cable to both? instrumental alike to the 
same great purpose, man's redemption from 
idolatry. 

One of the earliest acts of Christ, who, 
however, did every thing in the name of the 
Father, was his exposing the unfitness of the 
Jewish leaders, who were the priests, the 
scribes, and the elders, to be the spiritual 
guides of the flock. Their selfishness and 
hypocrisy he unsparingly denounced, as ren- 
dering them unfit for such an office ; of which 

« 

they were consequently deprived under the 
new dispensation. Such appears to be the 
purport of the following verse, as ably ex- 
pounded by Lowth. 
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Three shepherds also I cut off in one month, 
and my soul loathed them, and their soul also 
abhorred me. 

One month, is an indefinite expression for a 
short time, as if the prophet had said» at once. 
When the people had been duly warned 
against these treacherous guides ; those who 
chose to disregard that warning, had no 
reason to complain, if it pleased Heaven to 
leave them to their fate, as is next declared. 

Then said I, I will not feed you; that that 
dieth, let it die, and that that is to be cut off, let it 
be cut off; and let the rest eat every one the jksh 
of another. 

The prophet next foreshews, by typical 
actions, accompanied by explanations declara- 
tory of their purport, the death of Christ, and 
the dissolution of the Old Covenant. 

And I took my staff, even Beauty, and cut it 
asunder; that I might break my Covenant, which 
I made with all the people. 

The Covenant with Moses promised pro- 
tection against all nations, while Israel re- 
mained obedient. Israel disobeyed and the 
Covenant was broken. The Covenant with 
Abraham promised blessing to all nations 
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through his seed. The Grospel of Christ was 
that blessing ; refused by the Jews, and con- 
sequently given to the Gentiles; for a rem- 
nant only of Israel received the Grospel, and 
those were the poor of the flock. 

And it was broken in that day, and so the poor 
of the flock that waited upon me, knew that it was 
the word of the Lord. 

'^ The poor had the Grospel preached unto 
them/' and received it with gratitude ; but the 
ingratitude of their leaders towards the Great 
Shepherd, for the care he had so long taken 
of them ; and the small estimation in which 
they held a spiritual Messiah, are aptly fore- 
shewn by the prophet, in the name of the 
Great Shepherd, claiming his reward at their 
hands, and their offering the precise sum 
which was given for Christ, thirty pieces of 
silver. 

And I saidy If ye think good give me my wages, 
and if not, forbear ; so they weighed me for my 
reward, thirty pieces of silver. 

The way in which this money was actually 
bestowed, is next foreshewn, by the Shep- 
herd's rejecting it scornfully, and desiring it 
may be given to the potter. 
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And the Lord said unto me, cast it to the potter; 
a goodly price that I was valued at by them : so I 
took the thirty pieces of silver , and cast them to the 
potter in the house of the Lord. 

The price they actually gave for Christ, 
aptly denotes the value they put upon God's 
goodness in sending him, the Great Shep- 
herd's proffered remuneration. The house of 
the Lord, or the temple, is the supposed scene 
of action, shewing the spiritual import of the 
transaction. The money being given to the 
potter, foreshews how it would be actually em- 
ployed, to wit, in the purchase of the potter's 
field ; in fact, it was given to the potter. If it 
be asked what the potter had to do in the 
temple? the answer is, he* went there, as 
others did, to pray. His being there does not, 
as some suppose, imply that he was at work 
there. 

Those who rejected and crucified Christ, 
are thenceforward rejected from being God's 
chosen people. As Christ was cut off from 
natural life, so Israel was cut off from the life 
in Christ as next intimated. 

TTien I cut asunder my other staff, even Bands, 

1 2 
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tAat I might break the brotherhood between Judah 
and Israel. 

The house of Jacob was from this time 
divided into Christians and Jews, who appear 
to be distinguished in the prophecy under the 
types of Judah and Israel ; the former de- 
noting those who received, and the latter 
those who rejected Christ. This distinction 
appears to be maintained till their promised 
re-union in the New Jerusalem. 

The spiritual evils entailed on those who 
reject the true Messiah, to follow after false 
teachers, are next foreshewn. 

And the Lord said unto me. Take unto thee yet 
the instruments of a foolish shepherd, for I will 
raise up a Shepherd in the land, which shall not 
visit those that be cut off^ neither shall seek the 
young J nor heal that that is broken^ nor feed that 
that standeth still, but he shall eat the flesh of the 
fat, and tear their hoofs asunder. 

Israel is thus left to the mercy of these false 
shepherds, while spiritual blindness, infatua- 
tion, and utter helplessness, are the awful 
judgments denounced against the selfish and 
worldly-minded priesthood, who thus mislead 
and sacrifice their flock. 
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Woe to the idol shepherd^ that leaveth the flock I 
the sword shall be upon his arm^ and upon his 
right eye ; his arm shall be clean dried up, and 
his right eye shall be utterly darkened. 

The spiritual blindness which has since 
darkened the mental vision of Israel, appears 
to the Christian to be here distinctly foretold. 
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Ver. 1. y^tfn pis'? nnD—Open thy dowrs, Le- 
banon, Sfc. 

That Jewish writers have understood ^' theforeit,'* as me- 
taphorically representing Jenisalem with her stately buildings, 
and '* Lebanon/* as the temple itself, appears from the follow- 
ing note of Mr. Lowth, on this passage. 

^^ By Lebanon, most interpreters understand the temple, 
whose stately buildings resemble the tall cedars of that forest. 
Thus the word is commonly understood,'' Hab. ii. 1 7. 

'' There is a remarkable story mentioned in the Jewish writers 
to this purpose. " Some time before the destruction of the 
temple, the doors of it opened of their own accord ; a circum- 
stance mentioned by Josephus, Bell. Jud. 1. 7. c. 12. Then 
R. Johanan, a disciple of R. Hillel, directing his speech to the 
temple said, / know thy destruction is at hand, according to 
the prophecy of Zechariah, Open thy doors, O Lebanon, &c. 

The passage in Josephus in my edition is, lib. 6, cap. 5, 
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and a very remarkable one it is, containing many other por- 
tents preceding the destruction of the temple, besides the spon- 
taneous opening of these massive doors, which were so pon- 
derous as to require twenty men to open and shut them. 

Ver. 2. y\'SSSl "M)^ TS^ "^^-^For the forest of the 
vintage is come down. 

By the forest of the vintage, is understood Mount Carmel, 
which was partly covered with vineyards and rich pastures, for 
the loss of which the shepherds are said to howl, in the follow- 
ing verse. The shepherds metaphorically designate the leaders 
of the people ; the different trees of the forest denoting the 
different classes and orders of men. 

Ver. 3. rn*'!! t)M TTO) *»3— l^or the pride of Jordan 
is spoiled. 

By the pride of Jordan is to be understood, as Dr. Blayney 
observes, the woods and thickets on the banks of that river. 
These served as covert for lions, which often infested the coun- 
try when driven from them by the rising of the river. These 
trees being along with others doomed to destruction, the lions 
roar for the loss of their shelter, as the shepherds howl for the 
loss of their rich pastures. The lions denote metaphorically 
the great and powerful among the people. Their dinposi- 
tion to prey upon and devour the flock, well accords with the 
character afterwards given to the shepherds also, and shews the 
consistency of the metaphorical language. 

Ver. 6. yn«n "^Vf^ b)f Tl^ blCm^ M^ ^'S '■'For 
I will no more pity the inhabitants of the land, Sfc. 

The distinction between the sea and the land, has been 
already pointed out in the note to ver. 1 1 , of the last chapter, 
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and 18 here too manifest to admit of doubt. Lebanon, Bashan, 
Cannel, and Jordan, cleariy shew what land is here spoken of, 
which can be no other than Palestine. 

Ver. 10. '^TTna, n^ "^'^Jl'?— ^^* ^ might break my 
covenant^ SfC. 

It might be supposed here that the two staves were typical of 
the two covenants ; the Old and the New. But how is the 
parallelism then to be supported ? If the Inrealdng of one staff 
denotes the dissolving of the Old Covenant ; what then is de- 
noted by the breaking of the other staff ? for the New Covenant 
was not also dissolved. By the proposed solution, the paral- 
lelism is lAaintained ; Christ and Israel so exactly accord, that 
the prophecies seem, in many points, alike applicable to either. 
Both were instrumental to the great work of redeeming 
mankind from idolatry, and both were cut off; Christ from 
natural life ; Israel from the life which is in Christ. To 
understand clearly the cutting of the staves, the most intricate 
subject perhaps in the whole prophecy, the reader has to keep 
in view two distinct points of consideration, the confounding of 
which will involve him in no little perplexity ; these are, first 
the symbolical meaning, or the event foreshewn by the act of 
cutting ; and secondly, the end or purport of the cutting ; for 
along with the act, the prophet also declares the motive for the 
act, which must not be confounded with the act itself, being 
the effect or consequence that followed that act. Thus he 
says —And I took my staff Beauty and cut it asunder ^ that I 
might break my covenant j which I had made with all the 
people. 
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Now the cutting of the first staff, Beauty, signifies or fore- 
sheivs the death of Christ, or the cutting off of the Messiah. 
This is the symbolical meaning of the act. But the end or 
consequence of that act, was the cessation of the covenant of 
protection to Israel. '' The covenant," as it may be rendered, 
" concerning all the people.'' From that time, the Jews ceased 
to be under the especial care and protection of Heaven ; no 
more interpositions were manifested in their behalf; no prophet 
from that time appeared in Israel ; these blessings being con- 
fined to the Jews who received Christ, or transferred to the 
Gentiles. 

Next follows the cutting asunder-of the second staff, Bands ; 
and this in fact appears to be precisely the end or consequence 
of the cutting of the first staff; for the cutting of this staff 
symbolically foreshews the rejection of Israel, or the cessation 
of the Covenant of protection. Such appears to be the event 
symbolized by cutting the staff. Bands. But the effect or con- 
sequence of that event, or of the rejection of Israel, was as 
declared in the prophecy, a breach in the brotherhood, between 
Judah and Israel, or between the Jews who received and those 
who rejected Christ ; m short, between Christian and Jew, 
who are here supposed to be symbolised by Judah and Israel. 
This division or breach was not the event foreshewn by the 
cutting of the staff, but the end or consequence of that act; 
and this distinction requires to be kept clearly in view. 

It seems immaterial whether the symbolical meaning of cut- 
ting asunder the second staff. Bands, be expressed by the rejec- 
tion of Israel, the breaking of the covenant of protection, or 
the abrogation of the law of Moses ; for all these events are 
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•o dotdy conneeted, or to neaily identical^ as scarody to 
admit of their being diajobed or distingiiished. 

Vcr. 12. ^^3tt) 13n — Give me my price. 

From the failure of former commentators, in shewing how 
this can apply to the betrayal of Christ, when the word "nStD is 
rendered, as it should be, wages or reward, instead of pricey 
the Jew seems to have been so confident of victory on this 
point, that on referring to his exposition which follows, it will 
appear that he must have written it without having read mine, 
to which it is any thing but an answer, as I have expounded 
the passage precisely upon his own mode of rendering. The 
correctness of this translation was acquiesced in by Dr. Blaney, 
who admitted the difficulty it involved, and candidly acknow- 
ledged his inability to solve it ; nor while Christ is considered 
the speaker, as he and Lowth suppose, does the removal of it 
appear practicable. But when God himself is understood to 
be the Shepherd, and Christy the staff Beauty, it appears no 
longer insurmountable. 

ver. 13- n^ in« ybwtn rjoarr tJiu^m npMi 

And I took the thirty pieces of silver and cast them to the 
potter in the house of the Lord. 

The word ^BJN^, is by the Jew changed into "^SIH the altera- 
tion of a letter being all that is required to substitute the treor 
sury, in the room of the potter. But he cannot deny, that the 
word means potter in the original, and the Christian will find 
no occasion to alter it, to make sense of the passage. The 
objection, that the potter could not be at work in the temple. 
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which wai urged by the Jew, hai been aniwered in the ex- 
position. 

Ver. 17. b'^bnin *»3n ^nm^Woe to the idol ikepkerd. 

The idol might be rendered, m Mr. Lowth observes, 
worthlesip or of no valuer as it is, Job xiii. 4, and so the Jew 
renders it. Though a shepherd, in the singular number, is 
here spoken of, yet a succession of such shepherds is clearly to 
be understood ; and it is probable that the chiefs and rulers of 
Israel are intended here, as well as the false Messiahs who have 
from time to time arisen, and partially misled the people, 
being alike false guides, who have contributed to the destruction 
of the flock. A history of the false Messiahs, amounting to 
not less than twenty, who have at different times made their 
appearance; with an account of the numbers and destruction of 
their infatuated followers, being too long for insertion here, 
may be found by the reader in Dr. Jortin's Remarks on Eccles* 
Hist. ; presenting a lamentable picture of the blindness and 
infatuation of this wretched people. 
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1. Open thy doors, O Lebanon, that the fire 
may devour thy cedars. 

2. Howl, fir tree ; for the cedar is fallen . 
because the mighty are spoiled ; howl, ye 
oaks of Bashan ; for the forest of the vintage 
is come down. 

3. There is a voice of the howling of the 
shepherds, for their glory is spoiled ; a voice 
of the roaring of young lions ; for the pride of 
Jordan is spoiled. 

4. Thus saith the Lord my God, Feed the 
flock of the slaughter. 

5. Whose possessors slay them, and hold 
themselves not guilty, and they that sell them, 
say. Blessed be the Lord ; for I am rich ; and 
their own shepherds pity them not. 
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6. For I will no more pity the inhabitants 
of the land, saith the Lord ; but, lo I I will 
deliver the men, every one into his neigh- 
bour's hand, and into the hand pf his king, 
and they shall smite the land, and out of their 
hand I will not deliver them. 

7. Yea, I fed the flock of the slaughter, 
truly an afflicted flock it was, and I took unto 
me two staves ; the one I called Pleasant, 
and the other 1 called Painful, and I fed the 
flock. 

8. And when I had cut ofi* three shepherds 
in one month; then my soul loathed them, 
and their souls also abhorred me. 

9. Then said I, I will not feed you; that 
that dieth, let it die ; and that that is missed, 
let it be missed ; and let the rest eat every one 
the flesh of another. 

10. And I took my stafi", the Pleasant, and 
cut it asunder, that I might break my 
covenant which I had made (for them) with 
all the nations. 

1 1 . And it was broken in that day, and so 
the afilicted flock, that waited upon me, knew 
that it was the word of the Lord. 

12. And I said unto them, If ye think good. 
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give me my reward ; and if not, forbear ; and 
they weighed for my reward thirty pieces of 
silver. 

13. And the Lord said unto me. Cast it 
into the treasury, the magnanimous, the 
precious, that I have withdrawn from them ; 
and I took the thirty pieces of silver, and 
cast them into the house of the Lord, into the 
treasury. 

14. Then I cut asunder my other staff, the 
Painful, to break the brotherhood between 
Judah, and Israel. 

15. And the Lord said unto me. Take unto 
thee, yet the instruments of a foolish shep- 
herd. 

16. For, lo, I will raise up a shepherd in 
the land, who shall not remember those that 
are missed, nor seek the young, nor heal the 
broken one, nor feed that that stands still, 
but he shall eat the flesh of the fat, and tear 
their hoofs asunder. 

17. Woe to the worthless shepherds, who 
leave the flock ! the sword shall be upon his 
arm, and upon his right eye : his arm shall 
be quite dried up, and his right eye shall be 
utterly dairkened. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



Verse 1. This prophecy Christians cannot 
but consider impenetrable, and must be satis- 
fied to break off a few fragments, which may 
serve to cement their religion ; for in what- 
ever manner they expound the import of the 
two staves, they must' still be incompetent to 
link its various parts together, so as to shew 
that it refers to what they think it necessarily 
must, namely, the selling of the Messiah ; an 
interpretation which an impartial examiner 
must find inconsistent witli that passage even 
if disjoined from all the rest, since there, 
wages, or reward (not price) is spoken of; 



128 THE EABBl's EXFOSITIOir : CHAPTER XI. 

this being desired, or required of Israel, while 
with him who was sold it was quite the re- 
verse; so far was he from wishing to be be- 
trayed, that he tried and prayed to escape it. 
The Jew, however, considering the tenour of 
the whole, contends that this was no more 
than what had been already fulfilled at the 
time when it was delivered, the allusion here 
being historical and not prophetic. 

It commences with predicting to other 
nations (who are compared to fir, and oak 
trees,) destruction inevitable, since the shep- 
herds of Judah also (who are compared to the 
lions by the Jordan, to the vine and the 
cedar,) howl for having been spoiled of their 
glory. The prophet then goes on, in calling 
to the minds of his brethren the causes that 
brought them so low from their former exalted 
station, in order that this may serve them as 
a warning no more to deviate from the way in 
which they were instructed to walk : he also 
reminds them with what particular and pro- 
vidential care they had been continually led 
on by their God, in one or other of the dif- 
ferent ways stated, the pleasant, or the pain- 
ful, as by a tender shepherd, whose sole 
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intent is to lead his flock to rich pastures, 
and good watering places. In this manner 
did God tend his flock, Israel, to accomplish 
their happiness, indulging them when obe- 
dient to his Mall, but chastising them, when 
otherwise, as an indulgent father would his 
children, in order to reclaim them. And when 
we consider the circumstances and condition 
of our fathers during the first temple, we may 
easily trace out both the times when they 
enjoyed uninterrupted peace and comfort, 
and those, when they were exposed to troubles 
and afflictions, which God in his wisdom saw 
fit to visit upon them. To these does the 
prophet refer, representing them by this beau- 
tiful metaphor of the two staves. 

Ver. 5. The cruel shepherds denote the 
tyrants into whose hands Israel was delivered, 
who disdained to nourish that poor flock, but 
sold some to slavery, and gave up others to be 
slaughtered. 

Ver. 6. And such as escaped the fury of 
their own kings were ravaged by their con- 
querors. 

Ver. 7. I ftd the flock. — i. e. Since I have 
chosen them to me out of Egypt. 

K 
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Ver. 8. When I had cut off three shepherds. — 
The number three as well as seven is well 
known to be made use of in Scripture, instead 
of an indefinite number; this apparently 
refers to what is related in 2 Kings, ch. x. 
▼. 32, that in those days the Lord began to be 
weary of Israel ; it was after the kings of Ju- 
dah and Israel were killed, the family of the 
one exterminated, and that of the other nearly 
so. 

Ver. 10. il covenant made for them with all the 
nations ; that is, that these nations should not 
disturb Israel, nor invade their land, but leave 
them to dwell there in safety, as was re- 
peatedly promised to them. Exod. xxxiv. 
24 ; Lev. xxvi. 6 ; Deut. xxviii. 10. But when 
under the divine displeasure, that covenant 
was suspended, and not only the land of the 
ten tribes, but also that of Judah was fre- 
quently invaded, and both were harassed by 
their enemies. 

Ver. 1 2. The reward which God required of 
his people means, that for the many blessings 
he had conferred on them, they should be 
obedient to his commandments. Yet he left 
it to their choice, to forbear if disinclined. 
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agreably to the message sent to them by 
£2ek. ch. iii. V. 27 ; and accordingly some few 
remained faithful to him, and these answer to 
the thirty pieces of silver. Thirty as wdl as 
ten sometimes imply an indefinite number, 
gee Dan. i. ^0 ; Gen. xxxi. 7. They are 
nomed silver (*pD) as this originally meant 
desirable. 

Ver. 134 They are to be cast into th6 trea- 
Biity-^^TPi though translated the potter, 
itands for 131M, the treasury. And again, 

nsnti *» mv m is the same as *tni4rt nra ^ 

(Mai. iii. 10), or the storehouse of the Ix^fd* 
vi2. the temple* The freqnent interebange of 
the 'nrrH letters is well known to the Hebrew 
scholar. The temple is here indicti^ted as the 
place where the pure ones, separated (fOm the 
dross, should fix their eyes on the Most High, 
and with prayers appease his wrath, that he 
might yet avert the approaching calamities. 
^Tyiip^ signifies / have withdrawn, not / was 
prized at. See Proverbs xxv. 17, where it 
means withdraw thy foot. 

Ver. 14. Cut asunder the other staff. While 
the two kings lived in peace and harmony, 
the one was corrupted by the wickedness of 

K 2 
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the other, and therefore the chastening rod 
was applied for the purpose of breaking their 
brotherhood; but that staff was dispensed 
with, when by the dissolution of one of these 
kingfii, the cause for it ceased. 

Ver. 1 6. I will raise up a shepherd^ 8gc. Judah 
has likewise to lament to this day having 
been governed by foolish shepherds during 
both the first and second temple, who did 
neither remember the missed, nor heal the 
broken, and instead of feeding them that 
stood still, they fed upon them, and tore their 
hoofs asunder. Yet as the survivors stand to 
this day a living monument of the literal ac- 
complishment of this prophecy from verse 15, 
it serves them as a sure pledge of the fulfil- 
ment of that which follows. 



ZECHARIAH 



ON THE 



MESSIAH'S KINGDOM. 



INTERPRETATION : CHAPTER XIJ. 

Of the occurrences which succeeded the 
crucifixion of Christ, one of the first in order, 
as well as importance, was the destruction 
of Jerusalem ; an event which materially 
changed the condition of the Jewish nation, 
both as regarded their polity and their reli- 
gion ; to the full exercise of which the ex- 
istence of their temple was indispensable. 
It was therefore to be expected that the pre- 
diction of this event would be eagerly sought 
for by Christian commentators, in a prophecy 
relating to the establishment of the Messiah's 
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kingdom » especially by those who chiefly look 
to political affairs for its fulfilment. 

And accordingly this chapter appears to 
afford distinct intimation of such an event, as 
it opens with the express mention of the siege 
of Jerusalem. Yet is it mentioned in a way 
not a little embarrassing to the political ex- 
position ; for, instead of the destruction, the 
prophecy declares the triumph of Jerusalem ; 
and, with the exception of one or two ambi- 
guous expressions at the commencement, this 
triumph forms the whole subject of the 
chapter. But Jerusalem really was taken 
and destroyed, nor have the Jews since been 
able to rebuild either their city or their 
temple, nor has any thing approaching to a 
triumph, in the ordinary acceptation of the 
term, occurred to them from that time to the 
present^ How thea shall we explain the 
victory and triumph foretold in the pro* 
phecy? 

The solution aj^ears to be this ; that the 
event here foretold is no political, but a 
spiritual siege; namely, the warfare of 
worldly feelings against true religion, for this 
is the spiritual Jerusalem. The abragation of 
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the law, and the promulgation of the Gospel, 
are foreshewn under the types of the Old and 
the New Jerusalem ; which symbolically 
signify the Old and New Covenant, or Ju- 
daism and Christianity, the one abolished and 
the other established, in reality at the coming 
of Christ, but ostensibly at the destruction of 
the city and temple, which is probably on 
this account employed symbolically, to repre- 
sent the spiritual change. 

The prophecy, however, does not declare 
the destruction of the old Jerusalem, but 
merely the repeopling of it, in verse 6 ; and 
in the spiritual sense it was not destroyed, 
though merged in the superior splendour and 
greatness of the New City ; for Christianity 
is built on the foundation of Judaism. The 
new Jerusalem here spoken of, is then, the 
new Covenant, or Christianity, the spiritual 
City, the building of which began at this 
time, whatever may be the period required for 
its completion. 

In the spiritual sense also must be under- 
stood the triumph of Judah, which was the 
triumph of the Gospel ; and her salvation, 
spoken of in verse 7, which was eternal sal- 
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vation. Her victory was the victory over the 

world, which every true Christian has to gain, 

but which was first gained by Judah, for the 

first Christians were Jews ; although the 

Gentiles were subsequently admitted into the 

Church of Christ, and became the principal 

inhabitants of the spiritual Jerusalem, when 

deserted, for the most part at least, by its 

former inhabitants the Jews. The Gentiles 

from this time became Israelites by adoption, 

and the distinction between Jew and Gentile 

converts, or lineal and adopted Israelites, is 

marked in the prophecy, as might be ex- 
pected. 

But the time of Israel's spiritual restoration 

requires some explanation, being adverted to 

in this and the following chapter ten times at 

least, with the definite expression of '' in that 

day :" an expression which seems as little to 

accord with the time required for a whole 

nation or people to change their faith, as with 

that which would be requisite for their literal 

return from all parts of the world to be 

reunited in one city, as the Jews understand 

the prophecy. A literal day cannot therefore 

be understood ; nor yet would the difficulty 
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be removed by supposing it to mean a pro- 
phetic day, or a Jewish year of twelve 
months, being three hundred and sixty days ; 
for this period would be alike inadequate to 
the event in question. 

How shall we then understand the ex- 
pression, ^< that day,'' so often recurring in the 
prophecy ? The answer appears to be simply 
this, that it means one day to each individual, 
but not the same day to all collectively. As the 
earlier Christians did not all embrace Chris- 
tianity on one day, so neither have we reason 
to expect that the later Christians will do so. 
History declares to the contrary, that some of 
the house of Israel have been continually 
flowing into the Church of Christ in every 
succeeding century, from the Apostolic age 
to the present time. And as some understand 
the Day of Judgment to be to each individual 
the day of his death, so to each will the day 
of his ^' Redemptions^ in Scriptural language, 
be the day of his receiving Christ. St. Paul 
in the 2 Corinth, vi. 2, says " Behold now is the 
accepted time, now is the day of Salvation,'' and 
in the same light must it be viewed in the 
passages before us; that is, as one day to 
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each individually, not as the same day to all 
collectively. 

The opening of this chapter closely re- 
sembles that of the 9th, and may help to 
throw light on those parts of it which ap- 
peared obscure. Both begin by declaring 
Grod's snperintendance and control over hu- 
man affiiirs, and both assert his right to the 
disposal of events on similar grounds : there 
it was alleged, because all creatures belong to 
him, for the Lord^ is the eye cfman, and all the 
tribes cf Israel; and here, because be created 
all things. 

The burden of the word of the Lard upon Israd^ 
saith the Lord, whkk stretcheth forth the heavens^ 
and tayeth the foundations of the earth, andformOh 
the spirit of man within him. 

There, die burden of the prophecy was laid 
on the Gentiles, but the admonition meant for 
tbe ben^t of Israel, to whom it was ad- 
dressed ; here, tbe burden is upon Israel, but 
the admonition expressly intended f<Mr all na- 
tions, ^' all the people round about ;'^ and of such 
was tbe new^ Jerasalem^, which is the subject 
of this chapter, chiefly composed after the 
overthrow of their idolatry and their conver- 
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gion to Christianity. This appears to be the 
apiritual warfare here intended, namely, the 
the suocessfui progress of the Gospel against 
Paganism. 

Behold, I will make Jerusakm a cup of tremi* 
ling unto all the nations round about, and upon 
Judah it shall be in the siege against Jerusalem. 

Upon Judah is the burden of the prophecy 
chiefly imposed, for to Judah was first com- 
mitted the task of promulgating the Gospel. 
The Apostles, and also the disciples of our 
Lord were all Jews, they were the founders of 
this city. ^^ A cup of trembling^'' must not be 
here understood to signify an example by 
punishment inflicted, but as the Jew renders 
it, ^*a cup of astonishment,'' or confusion to all 
nations ; or, as it is next termed, ** a bwrdm^ 
stone,'' to crush its enemies; and such has 
been the Gospel of Christ, as the prophecy 
declares. 

In that day, mil I make Jerusalem a burden^ 
stone for all people ; all that burden themselves with 
it shall be cut in pieces, though all the people ef 
the earth be gathered together against it. 

The people^ here spiritually signifies their 
false religion! which waatobe abolished; and 
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Jerusalem is here understood to mean Chris- 
tianity, or true religion, which was triumphant. 
Ck>nfu8ion is then denounced against its ene- 
mies, while Divine protection and support are 
promised to the house of Judah, who received 
Christ. 

In that day, saith the Lord, I will smite every 
horse with astonishment, and his rider with mad- 
ness, but I will open mine eyes upon the house of 
Judah, and will smite every horse of the people with 
blindness. 

The blind rage of the heathen and the in- 
fatuated frenzy with which they strove to ex- 
tinguish the light of the Gospel, are here 
clearly foreshewn ; but the spiritual Jerusalem 
resisted all their efforts. And when the lineal 
Israelites abandoned their city, its gates were 
thrown open to the Gentiles, who entered and 
repeopled it, and became thenceforward 
^'Israelites by adoption." The new Jerusalem 
being Christianity^ its inhabitants must mean 
the Christians ; and who were they, after the 
Jews rejected Christianity, but the Gentile 
converts ? Accordingly, they are so styled in 
the next verse, as contradistinguished from 
the first Jewish converts, who are called the 
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governors of Judah, being the founders and 
builders of the spiritual city. 

And the governors of Judah shall say in their 
hearts^ The inhabitants of Jerusalem shall be my 
strength f in the Lord of hosts their God. 

The fitness of the expression » Inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, to symbolize the Gentile converts, 
further appears in the fact, that the original 
inhabitants of the city, who were never ex- 
pelled, were Gentiles. The governors of Judah 
can signify no other than the apostles and 
disciples of our Lord, the first teachers of 
Christianity, or the founders of the new City. 
These, when the Jews were no longer willing 
to hear them, turned their attention to the 
Gentiles, and directed all their efforts to effect 
their conversion. As the strength of a city 
lies in its inhabitants, so the hope of strength- 
ening theirs, from that time, rested in gaining 
over the Gentiles : ** The Governors of Judah 
say in their hearts, The inhabitants of Jerusalem 
shall be my strength in the Lord of hosts their 
God.'' Does not this mean in the Lord of 
hosts becoming their God ? That is, in his be- 
coming the God of the Gentiles by their con* 
version to Christianity ? 
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The extraordinary sttcceu of the apostles 
and disciples, in converting the Gentiles and 
repeopling the city, is foreshewn in the next 
▼erse. 

In that day will I make the governors ofJudah 
tike an hearth of fire among the tvood, and like a 
torch of fire in a sheaf and they shall devour all 
the nations round about an the right hand and on 
the left, and Jet*usakm shall be inhabited again in 
her own place, even in Jerusalem. 

If the spiritual Jerusalem be Christianity, 
it was certainly the Grentiles who repeopled 
this city, when the Jews deserted it. But still 
it was not deserted by all the Jews, for the 
first Christians were Jews, as emphatically 
expressed in the next verse. 

TTie Lord shall save the tents of Judah first , 
that the glory of the house of David, and the glory 
of the inhabitants of Jerusalem do not magnify 
themselves against Judah. 

The salvation of Judah here spoken of must 
be salvation through Christ; but if Judah sig- 
nify the first Jewish converts to Christianity, 
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem mean those 
from the gentile nations, who are the house of 
David, here spoken of, and classed with the 
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inhabitants of Jerusalem, as receiving their 
salvation subsequently to that of Judah ? The 
house of David must surely mean those of the 
Hebrew nations, who did not at first receive 
Christ along with the house of Judah, but sub- 
sequently; or, the prophecy being still prospec* 
tive, those who shall hereafter embrace 
Christianity must be also included. To this 
the Jew may probably answer : How can a 
Christian believe that the house of David, the 
very house from which Christ came^ still re- 
mains unredeemed? I answer, that we are 
nowhere assured that all of his own family 
believed in him ; still less the whole house of 
David, of which they were only a branch. To 
the fact, whether any of that femily be still 
left among the unredeemed of Israel, let the 
Jew answer. If not, then where is their ex* 
pected Messiah to come from ? But if there 
be such, then have these not yet received the 
salvation which is through Christ ; and as far 
as they are concerned, the words of the pro- 
phecy yet remain to be fulfilled, however it 
may have received its fulfilment in regard to 
others. When it shall please God to remove 
the veil which is before their eyes, and to re* 
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store the spiritual strength which they have 
lost, then will the following words be accom- 
plished in them also, as it was to Judah in the 
apostolic age* 

In that day shall the Lord defend the tnhahi- 
tants of Jerusalem, and he that is feeble among 
them, at that day shall be as David, and the house 
of David shall be as God, as the Angel of the 
Lord before them. 

The esteem and veneration with which the 
primitive Christians, and particularly the 
apostles, would be regarded for their purity 
and holiness, and for their spiritual strength, 
notwithstanding that they were designedly 
chosen from the lowest and most illiterate class 
of men, is here emphatically foretold. Their 
consequent success in preaching the gospel is 
next declared ; the nations being destroyed, 
figuratively signifies their false religion being 
overthrown. 

And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the 
Lord, that I will seek to destroy all the nations 
that come up against Jerusalem. 

The next verse, which foretels the pouring 
out of the Spirit, so closely resembles the 
prophecy of Joel, of which St. Peter gave the 
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interpretation on the memorable day of Pen* 
tecost ; and at the same time, coupled the ap- 
plication with a reproach to the Jews for 
haying crucified Christ (Acts ii.)» that the 
Christian can hardly fail to see that they 
refer to the same event, though not here 
restricted to that particular day, as appears 
from '^ the house of David and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem'' being mentioned ; nor was the gift 
of the Spirit confined to the day of Pentecost, 
but continued to all on whom the apostles laid 
their hands. 

And I will pour out upon the house of David ^ 
and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem^ the spirit 
of grace and of supplication ; and they shall look 
to me for him whom they pierced, and they shall 
mourn for him as one mourneth for his only son ; 
and be in bitterness for him as one that is in 
bitterness for his firstborn. 

The most solemn fast almost universally 
observed throughout Christendom, in com- 
memoration of Christ's crucifixion, is mani- 
festly the event which was here foretold, at 
least four centuries before its fulfilment. 
The prospect of its receiving a more evident 
accomplishment at any future period, seems 

L 
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to be tendered hopeless by the ednineration 
of the different families that follows, all such 
distinctions being now lost among the present 
race of Jews. 

And in that day there shall be a great mourning 
in Jerusalem^ as the mourning of Hadadrimmon 
in the valley of Megiddon ; 

And the land shall mourn every family apart, 
the family of the house of David apart, and theif* 
wives apart; the family of the house of Nathan 
apart, and their wives apart ; 

The family of the house of Levi apart, and their 
wives apart ; the family of the house of Shimei 
apart, and their wives apart ; 

All the families that remain, every family apart, 
and their wives apart. 

If any thing more be intended by this 
emphatical repetition of the families mourn- 
ing apart, beyond the strong expression of 
the depth of their grief, and the sincerity of 
their repentance, may it not be to convince 
the imbelieving Jews of the hopelessness of a 
more literal fulfilment after the loss of their 
genealogies ? 
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Verse 2. • O^^mV "jy mSDl TVTV SmPT "jy OS) 

When they shall be in the siege both against Judah and 
against Jerusalem, 

Such is the translation in our veision, a sense which can in 
no way be extorted fVom the words of the text, as every 
Hebraist must be well aware. The Jew, by inserting the rela- 
tive who, as understood after the word Judah, renders the 
passage thus, 

And also upon Judah, who shall be in the siege against 
Jerusalem, 

This is certainly no violation of the text, as the relative pro- 
noun is often understood in Hebrew. But still I hold it to be 
a rule not to insert a relative unless the sense requires it, and I 
see no such necessity here, as either of the preceding nomi- 
natives, namely, the burden of the prophecy, or the cup of 
trembling, may govern the verb shall be, and thus we have, 
as I have rendered it, and also upon Judah it shall be, in the 

l2 
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siege against Jerusalem ; by which I understand the burden 
shall be upon Judah also. 

Verse 3. ^3^ HDOyO pH nbmV n« D''»» 

/ will make Jerusalem a burden stone far all people. 

Here the Jew may probably ask, How can Jerusalem^ in 
the spiritual sense, as signifying true religion, become a 
burden stone, or a cup of confusion to the heathen? I 
answer, in every way. In the first place, by frustrating, as it 
did, all their efforts to suppress and extinguish it; — in the 
next place, by its opposing and outraging all their worldly 
feelings, condemning their pride, and teaching humility, re- 
quiring them to receive their religion from one whom they de- 
spised as the most degraded of human beings, a crucified male- 
factor ; — and, lastly, by stultifying all their previous notions, 
enjoining the restraint and control of the passions, instead of 
which their religion sanctified their indulgence as an act of de- 
votion. Thus was Christianity, in every way, a cup of confu- 
sion, and a stumbling-stone to the heathen nations. 

But against the spiritual exposition of the Old and New Je- 
rusalem, as symbolizing the Old and New Covenant, the Jew 
may, perhaps, further object, that he was never taught to look 
for a New Covenant, and that he finds no intimation of it in 
the Prophets. This being a question of fact, rather than of 
reasoning, we must look to the Scriptures for the answer. 

Without enumerating the many intimations of the sacri- 
fices and ceremonies of the Old Covenant, not being in- 
trinsically acceptable to God, but of less estimation than the 
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attributes of moral excellence, we find the following direct de- 
clarations of a New Covenant to be established at the Mes- 
siah's coming, who is symbolically styled, My servant David. 
Thus in Isa. Iv. 3, we find, Incline thine ear and come unto 
me ; hear and your soul shall live ; and I will make an ever- 
lasting covenant with you^ even the sure mercies of David, 
Ezekiel also says, chap, xxxiv. 24, And I the Lord will be 
their God, and my servant David a prince among them ; I 
the Lord have spoken it ; and I will make with them a cover 
nant of peace, &c. And again in chap, xxxvii. 26, he says. 
Moreover, I will make a covenant of peace with them ; it 
shall be an everlasting covenant with them; and I will plicc 
them and multiply them, and I will set my sanctuary in the 
midst of them for evermore. But Jeremiah still more ex- 
pressly declares the superseding of the Old, and the substitu- 
tion of the New Covenant ; while he describes the latter in 
terms equivalent to those used by Christ himself, ** The king- 
dom of God is within you." Thus Jer. xxxi. 31, Behold the 
days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a New Covenant 
with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah, Not 
according to the Covenant that I made with their fathers, in 

the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the 
land of Egypt, which my Covenant they brake, although I 
was an husband to them, saith the Lord, But this shall be 
the Covenant that I will make with the house of Israel, 
After those days, saith the Lord, I will put my law in their 
inward parts, and write it in their hearts, and will be their 
Ood, and they shall be my people. 

Here we have clear intimation of a new law superseding 
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the old, the spiritual nature of the new being contrasted with 
the ceremonial of the old, by its being written in the heart ; 
while the stiess laid by all upon its everlasting duration, im- 
plies that the one preceding it was only meant to be tem- 
porary. 



Verse 5. •aUT' ^*? PfSDM tDSbl TTVIiV ^D^M 1"ttW 

: Dppn^M mtos mm d^wt 



And the Governors of Juddh shall say iti tJieir hearts^ the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem shall be my strength in the Lord of 
hosts their God. 

** This text/' says Dr. Blayney, '* has been supposed cor- 
rupty and many attempts made to amend it. But without 
any alteration, it well expresses the sentiments of the men of 
Judah, concerning the interest they had in the wafety of Jeru- 
salem and its inhabitants, on which their own safety and secu- 
rity depended in a great degree," &c. I fully agree with 
Dr. Blayney in the literal meaning of the words, which invokes 
no difficulty ; but in looking beyond the literal, to the sym- 
bolical and spiritual sense, considerable difficulty appears. A 
different solution from that I have oflfered at first occiurred to 
me, which is this, that as Judah means the earliest converts to 
Christianity, these being evidently contrasted with the inhabi- 
tants of Jerusalem f who were subsequently saved, the latter 
might mean the yet unconverted Jews. Upon this view, the 
anxiety of Christians for the conversion of the Jews, would 
appear to be the subject intimated in the verse before us ; and 
as this idea may occur to others as it did to myself, I think it 
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right to state my reasons for relinquishing it. One objection 
to this view is, that in verse 10, the unconverted Jews, if they 
be the inhabitants of Jerusalem, would here mourn the cruci- 
fied Saviour, which wpuld be a icomplete solecisiQ. Another 
objection is, that the abolition pf idolatry in the nex^ c|iapter, 
instep of being represented as opening the way for the admis- 
sion of the Pagans to Christianity, which it certainly di4» ivoi^ld 
then be represented as opening the way to the conversion of 
the Jews, which it certainly did not, but rather had d contrary 
effect, as history declares. And, lastly, upon this view, the 
corruption of Christianity, leading to the loss of the spiritual 
Jerusalem, mentioned at the beginning of chap, xiv., instead 
of being ascribed to the Gentile church, would thus appear to 
be the work of the Jews, either of those more recently converted 
to Christianity, or of those still unconverted, both of which 
would be alike unreasonable. Such are the reasons which led 
me to reject that view, and adopt the one proposed in the text. 
With respect to the house of David, as signifying the Jewish 
converts who embraced Christianity subsequent to the Apostolic 
age, those objections do not apply. 

Verse 10. . T^iTr ^ttJM HM ^b^ llO'^nm 

And they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, 

Blayney considers the '^^N, as simply a preposition, not a 
compound of 7M with the affix pronoun '', the antecedent to 
*^tt?M, being understood, and renders the passage thus. They 
shall look towards him whom they pierced* 

The Jew argues from the change of person, that our version 
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cannot be right, and he renders it. They shall look to me con- 
cerning him whom they pierced. 

In whatever way the passage be rendered, no doubt can 
remam in the mind of the Christian that Christ, who was 
pierced, is the person here alluded to ; and this is the only 
point material to the present exposition. That the Jew should 
admit this, is not to be expected. 



THE RABBI'S EXPOSITION, 

AVD THE 

AUTHOR'S REMARKS. 



CHAPTER XII. 



In the remaining chapters, I shall merely 
point out those parts in which the con- 
struction of the original is, or may be, dif- 
ferent from that of the English version, as 
there seems no occasion to notice those pas- 
sages where they both agree. 

Verse 2. Behold I will make Jerusalem a cup 
of confusion unto all the people round about, and 
also upon Judah, who will be in the siege against 
Jerusalem. 

By this it appears that Judah, namely, 
those who will be without the city, will like- 
wise be greatly confused at their being com- 
pelled by the other nations to take part in the 
siege, and fight against their brethren. 
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Verse 10, And I will pour upon the house of 
David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the 
spirit of grace and of supplications ; and they shall 
look unto rm (conceraing) ^ohom they hw^ pierced, 
and they shall mourn for him, Sgc. 

The change of person clearly proves, that 
it is not be who wai» pierced, to whom they 
will look ; but it must be considered as if it 

were rs^n itc« ^5^ ito'nm, or rpi ntc« nw bv *^^m, 

particles are well known to be frequently 
omitted or exchanged. This may either al- 
lude to those who had been formerly sl^in for 
their bpld ^.dpionitious and warni^^; or to 
those wh^ will hereafter be slain in baitle. 

They who apply this tQ the Chriatiran 
Messiah, have another diflScuUy to solvit, 
besides the one above mwtion^d, and tba;t is^ 
to explain how a deatb is to be lamented, 
which, as they believe, was iadispenaaJble to 
the salvation of so many myriads of souls. 
And further, it may be asked, if it wa3 the 
especial will of God that this should be sa jac- 
43<Mnpl]Sihed, how tcoiild the perpetratoss of his 
death avoid it '^ And, lastly, what cause had 
tiie housNe of David, comprisiiag the Messiah 
himself, to supplicate for lioi^rcy on account oi 
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his death, in which they, being his own family, 
had surely no shaxe? 

Ver. 8. D'^Plbn"? Til n^y\ cannot mean, and 
the bouse of David shall be as God, but only as 
a powerful being, as the A ngel of the Lord he^ 
fore them. The witch of Endor^ who saw 
Omb^ ascending out of the earth, surely did 
not mean to say that it was God. And in 
many other passages we find D'Tl^M applied 
to mortals as well as to God. 



In answer to the difficulties proposed by the 
Jew, the Christian may say, that he does not 
mourn the death of Christ, but the sins that 
required such a sacrifice ; and as to the free 
agency of those who crucified him, he will 
say, that God's seeing fit sometimes to em- 
ploy the wicked in accomplishing his pur- 
poses, does not imply that he first makes 
them wicked for the purpose. When was 
there ever a time, that none could be found in 
Israel who were ready to slay the prophets ? 
And as to the difficulty in the text of verse 
10, it is one of the Jews' own creating, as the 
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Christian finds none in receiving it as it 
stands without even the proposed alteration, 
an alteration admitted, but not proposed by 
him. The only remaining objection, which 
regards the house of David, has been anti- 
cipated and answered in the interpretation of 
verse 7. 



ZECHARIAH 



ON TUB 



MESSIAH'S KINGDOM. 



INTERPRETATION : CHAPTER XIII. 

The progress of the Messiah's kingdom 
being regarded as that of Christianity, the 
next important step after the abolition of 
Judaism, was that of Paganism, which is 
evidently the subject of the chapter now 
before us ; but along with this is coupled 
in the prophetic view another event, no less 
important, which arose out of, and accom- 
panied the nominal conversion of the Gentile 
nations. This was the corruption of Chris- 
tianity by the Pagan converts. For instead 
of relinquishing their former prejudices and 
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superstitions, they retained, and brought 
most of them into the bosom of the church ; 
and thereby in a short time totally changed 
the character of the religion which they pro- 
fessed to embrace. 

It is trae that this is a point of church 
history not always very distinctly stated by 
ecclesiastical historians ; who seem more in- 
clined to represent the conversion of Con- 
stantino, and the events of the fourth cen- 
tury, as every way favourable to the Christian 
cause. But the truth is, that precisely in 
proportion to the church's advancement in 
worldly prosperity and power, were its spiritual 
decline and degradation ; in so much that 
the best historians admit, that from this 
period are its degeneracy and corruptions 
most indubitably to be dated. So different 
is the light under which the same event ap- 
pears, according as it is viewed with regard 
to its spiritual or its political import. Which 
of the two best accords with the spirit of this 
prophecy, the reader will be at no loss to de- 
cide, when he sees that no prosperity is here 
spoken of, but on the contrary, that the cut- 
ting off two-thirds of the inhabitants of the 
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land, or their spiritual death, is the event 
which is coupled in the prophecy with the 
admission of the Pagans into the church of 
Christ. And such was truly the result that 
followed to the many ; namely, the loss of the 
true spirit of Christianity. 

But if the abolition of Paganism be the 
subject of this chapter, it may be asked, how 
comes the purification of Israel to be an- 
nounced in the opening of it? The answer 
is plain. Adopted Israel may be here under- 
stood. To lineal Israel indeed was the pro- 
phecy given ; and with Israel, idolatry was, 
and ever had been, the besetting sin ; most 
nearly therefore were the Jews also concerned 
in its abolition. 

Viewed, however, in the more enlarged 
sense, idolatry comprises the indulgence of 
every evil propensity ; for Paganism, by ap- 
pointing a presiding Deity over each, had 
sanctioned the unrestrained gratification of 
every passion, in making it an act of devotion. 
Christianity, on the contrary, enjoins the re- 
straint and control of our passions, and thus 
becomes the natural antidote to the poison of 
Heathenism : or the fountain of purification 
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from the sin and pollution of idolatry, as the 
opening of this chapter declares. 

In that day there shall be a fountain opened to 
the house of David^ and to the inhabitants of Je- 
rusalem for sin and for uncleanness. 

That day, as formerly explained, is to 
every one the day of his conversion to Chris- 
tianity. The house of David, and the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem, here, as in the last 
chapter, symbolically represent the later 
converts to Christianity ; as the house of Ju- 
dah, which was first saved, signify the earlier 
Christians. The nature of the sin and pol- 
lution to be thus washed away, is next de- 
clared to be idolatry, and its abolition is 
foretold. 

And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the 
Lord of hosts, that I will cut off the names of the 
idols out of the land, and they shall be no more re- 
membered; and also I will cause the prophets, 
and the unclean spirit to pass out of the land. 

It may be worthy of remark, that the names 
only of the idols^ and not the spirit of idolatry, 
is here declared to be cut off; and from the 
land, which in prophetic language, commonly 
means the land of Israel, here, adopted 
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Israel, or Christendom. Now, this nominal 
abolition took place in the fourth century, 
from which time both Jews and Gentiles have 
been prohibited from the open worship of 
idols. But we have now reached the nine- 
teenth century without seeing the spirit of 
idolatry really extinct ; if then the total aboli- 
tion, which is yet to come, be here intimated, 
it must be symbolically foreshown by the 
nominal abolition which then took place. 
That dajfi in regard to the inward and spiritual 
purification, is to be taken as the day of his 
regeneration to each individual, not as the 
same day to all collectively ; but regarding 
the outward and ostensible abolition, this oc- 
curred when the pains and penalties of the 
Theodosian code prohibited the open practice 
of Pagan rites. The prophetic view may, 
however, include both. 

And it shall come to pass in that day^ when any 
shall yet prophesy y that his father and his mother 
that begat him shall say^ Thou shall not live, for 
thou speakest lies in the name of the Lord : and 
his father and his mother that begat him, shall 
thrust him through when he prophesieth. 

To prophesy, or foretel future events, was 

M 
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the main purport of Pagan riteft ; no under- 
taking of any moment being entered upon 
until the priests and oracles had been pre- 
viously consulted. This, in a superstitious 
age, formed a lucrative profession for the 
soothsayers and diviners, and was success- 
fully practised, till the darkness of Heathen* 
ism was dispelled by the light of Christianity, 
as foretold in the next verse. 

And it shall came to pass in that day^ that the 
prophets shall be ashamed^ every one of his vision 
when he prophesieth; neither shall they wear a 
rough garment to deceive. 

The Pagan, as well as the Jewish prophets, 
appear to haVe worn a distinct dress ; but 
after Paganism was abolished, those who 
practised its rites in seciret, of eourse denied 
and sought to coiicesd it. 

But he shall say, I am no prophet but a la-' 
b(mrer ; for d husbandman bought me from my 
youth. 

Slaves and bondmen frequently received «i 
inark in their hands, to shew the teaster to 
whom they belonged ; and persons attached 
to the Heathen teihpl^s were sometimes 
marked in a i^milar manner; the wor- 
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shippers of Bacchus, for instance, were dis- 
tinguished by the mark of an ivy leaf. (See 
Lowth in loco.) This explains the following 
verse. 

And one skali ^ay unto him, What are these 
marks in thine hands? Then shall he answer. 
Those with which I was marked in the htmse of 
my friends. 

Thus seeking to avoid the suspicion at- 
tached to the marks of Paganism, under the 
pretext of their being the indication of bond- 
age or servitude. But this evasion denotes 
that the abolition of Paganism was ostensible 
only, as it was still practised in secret. In 
reality the advancement of Christianity to the 
imperial throne, instead of promoting the 
sincere conversion of the Pagans, only served 
to complete what had already begun, namely, 
the corruption of the Christians ; whose cha- 
racter and conduct soon totally changed, after 
the road to the acquisition of wealth and 
power was opened to them. In t)ie contests 
for the attainment of these, which soon arose, 
(witness the Donatist faction,) the majority 
of Christians in a short time lost sight of the 
spirit of their religion ; while the rancour and 

M 2 
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craelty with which different sects persecuted 
each other, sprang from the same source, or 
their rivalship in the struggle for worldly 
power, as Mosheim declares. Such was the 
spiritual sword which undermined Chistianity, 
and destroyed the life which is in Christ ; as 
next foretold. 

Awake^ O sword, against my shepherd^ and 
against the man that is nea^t unto me, saith the 
Lord of hosts. Smite the shepherd and the sheep 
shall be scattered ; and I will turn mine hand 
against the little ones. 

The sword is the symbol of strife and dis- 
cord, warring against and destroying spiritual 
Hfe, or the life in Christ ; for he is the shep- 
hetd who is smitten by the sword, the person 
of Christ being here figuratively put for his 
doctrine or religion ; the corruption of which 
is thus foreshewn by the dispersion and 
slaughter of his flock. The little ones signify 
the new converts, who are yet weak in their 
faith and principles ; and thence more liable 
to be misled. 

And it shall come to pass that in all the land, 
saith the Lord, two parts shall be cut off, and die ; 
but the third part shall be left therein. 
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The history of the fourth century, here pro- 
phetically foreshewn, amply testifies, that 
only the smaller number of Christians, amidst 
the general corruption, resisted the allure- 
ments of avarice and ambition, and retained 
their purity ; these having imbibed the true 
spirit of Christ's religion, as next declared. 

And I will bring the third part through the 
fire, and will refine them as silver is refined, and 
will try them as gold is tried : they shall call on my 
name, and I will hear them : I will say. It is my 
people ; and they shall say, The Lord is my God. 

It seems scarcely possible to give ia more 
unequivocal intimation of the spiritual import 
of the whole, as not alluding to political 
events, but as regarding the progress of true 
religion, than is contained in those expres- 
sions of the last verse, which declare, that the 
supplications of the smaller number will be 
offered up in a manner acceptable to God, 
who will hear and answer them. The par- 
ticular period alluded to, is distinctly marked 
by the nominal abolition of idolatry, and the 
general corruption of Christianity. The only 
difficulty, however, if there be any, regards 
the chronological order of the events ; as the 
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prophecy seems to foretel the entire abolition 
of Paganism, which has certainly not yet 
taken place ; but this difficulty will be in a 
great measure remoyed, by supposing the 
prophetic view to look forward from the par^ 
tial to the total, from the nominal to the real 
extinction of idolatry. 

With respect to the division of the flock 
into two parts, it must not be supposed that 
any distinction of sects is here alluded to, for 
no one could, more than another, claim the 
character of purity and holiness. True 
Christianity must be sought for in the heart, 
and not in the outward form of worship, or 
profession of faith. 
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Verse 6. . v^iyaa ^33pn DIM ^3 
For a man taught me to keep cattle from my youths 
Parkhurit, in his Lexicon, remarks upon this passage, as 
being etrangely translated in our version ; while Dr. Blayney 
agrees with him in the translation. For a man bought met (or 
obtained possession of me,)yVoin my youth. The Jew, while 
he acquiesces in the sense of ^iSpH as signifying to apprapriatep 
contends that &1H does not mean merely a man, but a Aui* 
bandman, or labourer, and renders it. For a huebandman Iwae 
appropriated from my youth. But neither the sense nor the 
grammatical construction thus appearing clear to my appre- 
hension, as the verb is not in the first, but the third person 
with the suffix ^ me, after it ; I propose to reconcile both by 
rendering the passage thus : For a huebandman bought or op- 
pr<^riattd me from my youth. But in fact the difference is 
immaterial^ as the sense, in whatever way expressed, is, For I 
wa$ a farmer' $ iervant, and a bondemanfrom my youth. 
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VerBc6. .yrr p r^MH TTiXln PTO Vbt^ TOW 

What are these wounds in thine hands ? Sfc. 

Both Lowth and Blayney agree in r^arding these words as 

an allusion to the custom of the idolatrous priests and prophets, 

of marking themselves in the hands. Their being challenged 

as the marks of Paganism, is a sufficient proof of their being 

SO9 and I have rendered it accordingly, marks instead of 
wounds. For if, as Blayney states, they were made by cutting 
and slashing themselves, still the marks, and not the wounds, 
would remain when healed. 

Verse 7. . ^pK^^f ^35 ^JH "^JH ^5^ ^5^ aiH 

Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and against the 
man that is my fellow, Sfc. 

In supposing these words to have had no direct reference td 
the death of Christ in their original intention, notwithstanding 
their appearing from St John's Gospel to have been used by 
him, in forewarning his disciples of what was about to befal 
him, I offer no new opinion, for Dr. Blayney declares himself 
fully persuaded that they had not ; and what gives weight to 
this opinion is, that it must have been founded on other 
grounds than those which have led me to that conclusion. For 
as Dr. Blayney had not embraced the spiritual view in ex- 
pounding the prophecy, he could not be led to this inference 
by the same train of reasoning as myself. The words^ 
"^tVOV *'\^ he renders, ** The man that is next to me," 
which is certainly much nearer to the sense of the original than, 
The man that is my fellow. 
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Two parts shall be cut off, and die. 

An awful aanunciation ! foretelling the spiritual death of 
two-thirds of the nominal Christian world. The corresponding 
passages in the Apocalypse predict the same event, and one of 
them in still stronger terms, for it is said, that " Every living 
soul in the sea died.*' Literally, this passage cannot be taken, 
for literally there are no living souls in the sea. The sea means 
the Gentile nations, or Europe. The life is life in Christ. The 
loss of that life, or spiritual death is the loss of true Chris- 
tianity ; here extending over the whole sea, or comprising all 
the Gentile converts; and the period of this death is yet 
scarcely elapsed, beginning with the dark ages, and continuing 
to the millenium. What ! is Europe then still, or has it so 
lately been in a state of spiritual death or perdition ? Such is 
the language of prophecy, and its meaning cannot be ex- 
plained away or evaded. '* Every living soul in the sea 
dies.*' The life in Christ is extinct. True Christianity no 
longer remains. Will none then be saved? This the prophecy 
no where says. The Gospel teaches that many may be saved 
who never heard of Christ. Are all Mahommedans, and th^y 
execrate the name of Christian, doomed to perish ? No Chris- 
tian will surely maintain this, and still less that all misguided 
Christians are doomed to perdition. But still the life in Christ 
is lost. True Christianity no longer prevails. If then, without 
it, men may be saved, where, it may be asked, is the use of it 7 
I answer, in every way, and every where it is useful. Did true 
Christianity prevail, the myriads might be saved ; the few only 
would perish. Without it the few only can be saved, the many 
are left to perish. By Christianity, all are taught to live for 
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the neit world ; without it, the many will live for tbi» ; few 
are thoie that will think of aaother. Ghrittiaiiity not only 
diSnaei peace and happiness on earth» hat fits every man for 
enjoying eternal happiness hereafter. Such is the saving 
viHne of C3tfist*s religion^ in affording to all the means of at- 
tainipg |o eternal life and eternal happiness. But to return to 
the age in irtiich we live, or from which we are just enierging. 
This period is pecnliady the age of bfidelity — all Europe hears 
testimony to the frict. But are they who profess belief, really 
Christians? Look to conduct, and not profession for the proof. 
Is this worldy or the next, the object of pcirsuit ? If conadenc^ 
whisper, that we who believe, lack the true sfMrit ; how can we 
expect it in those who disbelieve ? Where then is true Christ 
ti%nity7 

As this chapter, according to the Rabbi's view, remains un- 
fulfilled, so he offers no particular exposition of it, but limits 
his remarks to a few emendations of the received translation. 
Of these the only one any way material to the present discus- 
sion is that on verse 5, which has heeaa. already stated in the 
note on that verse. 



ZECHARIAH 

QV THE 

MESSIAH'S KINGDOM. 



INTERPRETATION : CHAPTER XIY. 

The corruption of Christianity, as foretold in 
the last chapter, is allowed to have been the 
means that prepared the way for those events 
which are announced at the opening of the 
present one. The ambition of the clergy, and 
the state of ignorance in which they pur- 
posely kept their flocks, had completely suc- 
ceeded, before the end of the sixth century, 
in subjugating the minds of the people, and 
in establishing the supremacy of the priest- 
hood in the west of Christendom ; while the 
last of these causes served to fiEicilitate in the 
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east the success of the Mahomedan imposture, 
which, as well as Papacy, was an offspring of 
the spurious fonn of religion then prevailing 
under the name of Christianity. 

These two usurpations under the mask of 
religion, divided, at the beginning of the 
seventh century, what had once been the 
Christian world, between them; one occu- 
pying the western half of it, and the other the 
eastern, according to our mode of expression ; 
but as regards Palestine, where the Prophet 
wrote, this division is more accurately repre- 
sented, as expressed in the Prophecy, by 
northern and southern ; the northern half en- 
grossed by the Greek and Latin churches, 
which being essentially of the same nature, 
are here taken as one ; while Mahomedism 
usurped the place of Christianity in the 
countries lying for the most part south of 
Palestine, as Arabia, Egjrpt, India, Persia, 
and others. (See note on this.) 

Such are the occurrences foreshown in the 
opening of th6 present chapter; which now 
does, if it did not previously, declare the 
capture and pillage of the holy city, or the 
loss of the spiritual Jerusalem, true religion ; 
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this being followed by a portent awfully ex- 
pressive of the events which succeeded this 
loss, namely, the cleaving asunder of Mount 
Olivet ; (a symbol for nominal Christianity, 
Mount Zion signifying true Christianity, 
Mount Sinai Judaism;) one part of which 
moves northward, and the other southward, 
leaving a deep valley between them for the 
escape of those who are not involved in thisi 
spiritual captivity or destruction. 

After this follows the intimation of a period 
of spiritual obscurity, which is declared to be 
neither day nor night, neither clear day-light, 
nor utter darkness ; but on the evening of that 
day, light is said to dawn again, and living 
waters once more to flow out of Jerusalem. 
At length this is to be succeeded by the 
restoration of Israel, and the universal estab- 
lishment of true religion in the new Jeru- 
salem. 

While the loss of true religion is clearly 
foreshewn in the capture of the spiritual Jeru-^ 
salem, with which this chapter commences ; 
and while the rise of Papacy and Mahomed- 
ism is foretold in the cleaving of Mount 
Olivet ; the Christian will readily perceive, in 
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the day of obscurity that follows, thie tisLtk 
ages Ishadowed forth; and in the dawn of 
light that breaks forth at the evening time, he 
will see intiknation of tlie restoration of triK 
religion at the reformation, when living waters 
again begin to flow out of Jerusalem. 

Tlie conclusion of this chapter^ and of the 
Prophecy, declares the final and complete 
establishment of the Messiah's kingdom ; litat 
happy period for which we are taught to pray 
ill the words, " Thy kingdom come.'' Cdn- 
ceraing the nature of this kingdom, the Jew 
not only differs from the Christian, but Chris- 
tians also differ from one another. Before I 
attempt to decide so difficult a question, I 
shall state the prevailing opinions, and what 
the prophets have said on the subject. 

The Jews expect, at the coming of their 
Messiah, the establishment of their political, 
as well as their spiritual supremacy over all 
the earth. The Christians re^t ^1 idea of a 
political kingdom, but^Ltffer in their views of 
it as a spiritual one. Some understand it to 
signify the universal establishment of true 
Chrtslianity on earth, with the full ^enjoyment 
of aU the blessings which it is Calculated to 
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afford ; others at this second advent^ look for 
the personal appearance of Christ on earth, to 
reign with the saints, who will be raised from 
the dead, to receive the reward of virtue 
in his kingdom; while many regard his 
kingdom as signifying a inture state of hap- 
piness, having no connexion whatever with 
the earth we now inhabit, but to be enjoyed 
in an eternal abode, of which they have an 
indefinite idea as existing somewfa^rti above 
the firmament. 

This last, which is perhaps the most po- 
pular notion, seems least consonant td Scrip- 
tare and prophecy ; which distinctly speak of 
a kingdom on earthy as it is understood by the 
Jews; though not necessarily, as they sup- 
pose, a political one. As this is the chief 
point on which I am at issue with my op- 
ponent, I shall presently state the manner in 
which this city, the New Jerusalem, is spoken 
of by Isaiah and St. John. But previously I 
think it right to notice a Ife^Uacy in >frhat I 
take to be the ground on which the popular 
notion of this kingdom rests; namely, be- 
cause St. John in die Revelations gives inti- 
mation of a resurrection preceding, or accom- 
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panying its establishment. Now, we have, 
as I conceive, no just ground for assuming, in 
a vision, every other part of which is figura* 
tive, that this part alone is to be understood 
literally. Why, 1 should ask, may not this 
resurrection, like the rest, be also symbolical, 
or signify regeneration to newness of life? 
which our Saviour expressed by being born 
again; that is, a total change in our nature 
and habits, such as was produced in his apos- 
tles and disciples by the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. But even admitting the literal resur- 
rection to be here intimated, (and no Christian 
can doubt the reality of a resurrection,) yet 
this would not be at all incompatible with a 
future existence on earth, a light in which it 
is viewed by many : we shall therefore inquire 
what the Prophets have said that may throw 
light on the nature of this kingdom on earth. 

Both Isaiah and St. John, in speaking of 
the New Jerusalem, use the two-fold meta- 
phor of a City and a Woman. In Isaiah liv, 
11 , et seq. this city is represented as having 
foundations of sapphire, windows of agate, and 
gates of carbuncle ; and St. John, Rev. xxi* 
16, describes it as built entirely of precious 
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Stones, haying twelve gates, each of one 
solid pearl, and its streets paved with gold ; 
being, moreover, equal in all its dimensions, 
that is, as broad as it is long, and as high as 
it is wide, to wit, twelve thousand furlongs, or 
fifteen hundred miles. This is surely very un- 
like a literal city ; but this City shortly be- 
comes a Woman, in St. John, and is styled 
" The Lamb's Bride ;" while Isaiah, using 
the same change of metaphor, says, ^* For thy 
Maker is thy husband." 

If we now look to the context in Isaiah, for 
the purport of this figurative language, we 
shall find that he says, chapter liv. 14, ^^ In 
righteousness shalt thou be established ;" and 
again, chapter Ix. 19, '^ But thou shalt call 
thy walls salvation, and thy gates praise;" 
and from chap. Ixi. it appears throughout, that 
this description is intended to pourtray the 
perfection of righteousness, the beauty of holiness, 
and the riches of grace; these being, as de- 
clared, the ornaments destined to adorn the 
Bride. It is with a robe of righteousness, and a 
garment of salvation, that she will adorn herself, 
as Isaiah expresses it, chap. Ixi. 10. ; while 
St. John abounds in similar expressions ; thus 

N 
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in ReT. xix. 9, speaking of the Bride'8 ap- 
parel, he says, ^* For the fine linen is the 
righteousness of the saints;" and of the City, 
which nothing impure is permitted to enter, 
he says, chap. xxi. 23 — 27, " For the glory of 
Grod did lighten it, and the Lamb was the 
light thereof." Thus both, under this highly 
figurative description, appear to signify no 
literal city, or political state, but one which is 
altogether spiritual ;' that is, the utmost pos- 
sible degree of purity and holiness, which will 
constitute this heaven upon earth ; the New Je- 
rusalem. 

This chapter opens with the denunciation of 
divine wrath about to fall upon mankind on 
account of the corrupt state of religion. The 
expression used to foretel this, belongs more 
peculiarly to the day of judgment, called the 
day of the Lord; but is often employed in pro- 
phetically foreshowing particular judgments 
on the world, as here : 

Behold the day of the Lord cometh, and thy 
spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee» 

For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem 
to battky and the city shall be taken, and the 
houses rifled y and the women ravished, and haff of 
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the Clip shall gafgrth into aydivitp^ <md the residue 
qfthepecpk shall not be cut aj^/rom the dtp. 

The loss of the holjr city, and the spiritual 
captivity of half its inhabitants, Mrhich is the 
bondage of sin, is the particular calamity here 
foretold ; and this is followed by the punish- 
ment of those who were the authors of this 
evil, the enemies of true religicoii, who war 
against Jerusalem. 

JT$en shall the Lord ga/ortk^ andjight against 
those nations^ as wheti he fought in the dap of 
battle. 

The nations must signify here, as elsewhere, 
the Gentiles, or Pagans^ whose spiritual hos- 
tility against true religion was shewn, as 
before stated, by their corrupting and pagan- 
ising Christianity ; while the judgment de- 
nounced against them consists in Qod's per- 
mitting the rise of the two great Anti* 
christian usurpations. Papacy and Mahomed- 
ism. One, the man of sin, spoken of by St. 
PauU (1 Tim. iv. 1, and fii Thess. ii. 3,) a 
spiritual tyranny, enslaving the minds of men ; 
and the other, the abomination of desolation, 
mentioned by Daniel, chap. viii. verses 10 — 12, 
and, as he expressly foretold, permitted bp 

N 2 
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reoMm of transgression^ or as a judgment on the 
world, its avowed object being the propagation 
of religion by the sword. The division of the 
corrupt form of religion then prevailing, into 
these two Antichristian apostacies, is thus 
foreshown. 

And his feet shall stand in that day upon the 
Mount of Olives^ which is before Jerusalem upon 
the East, and the Mount of Olives shall cleave in 
the midst thereof toward the East, and toward the 
West, and there shall be a great valley, and half 
of the mountain shall move toward the North, and 
half of it toward the South. 

A mountain, meaning a place of eminence 
or power, in spiritual language signifies reli- 
gion ; Mount Sinai, from which the Mosaic law 
was delivered, means Judaism, and is con- 
trasted in the Epistle to the Hebrews, chap, 
xii. 18 — 22, with Christianity, which is there 
called Mount Zon, and the heavenly Jerusalem. 
The Mount of Olives is neither of these, but 
here symbolical of nominal Christianity, des- 
tined to be split asunder ; leaving, however, a 
valley between the two parts for the escape of 
those not involved in this spiritual destruc- 
tion ; from which may be inferred, that true 
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Christianity would not become utterly ex- 
tinct. 

And ye shall ^ee to the valley of the mountains, 

for the valley of the mountains shall reach unto 

Azal: yea, ye shall ^ee like as ye fled in the days 

of Uzziahf king of Judah^ and the Lord my God 

shall come, and all the saints with thee. 

The true Christian is thus admonished to 
fly» or avoid the prevailing apostacies ; while 
divine favour and protection are promised to 
those who shun the general corruption. 
From the establishment of these two Anti- 
christian dominations, a long day of spiritual 
darkness is declared to follow ; which was ac- 
complished in the reign of ignorance and su- 
perstition, during the period expressively de- 
nominated the dark ages. With God a thou- 
sand years are but as a day. 

And it shall come to pass in that day, that the 
light shall not be clear nor dark ; 

But it shall be one day, which shall be known to 
the Lord, not day nor night, but it shall come to 
pass, that at evening time it shall be light. 

In the return of light at the evening time 
of that long day of obscurity, we see intima- 
tion of the revival of true religion at the refor- 
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mation ; which is still more clearly expressed 
as follows. 

And it shall be in that day that living waters 
shall go out from Jerusalem, half of them toward 
the former sea^ and half of them toward the hinder 
sea ; in summer and in winter it shall be. 

The former and the hinder sea, or as Dr. 
Blayney proposes to render it, the Eastern and 
the Western Sea, may literally signify the 
Dead Sea and the Mediterranean ; but figura- 
tiyely the Eastern and Western Gentiles, who 
will receive the benefit of the spiritual waters. 
The expression, in summer and in winter it 
shall be, signifies literally, that they shall 
neither be dried up by the summer's heat, 
nor congealed by the cold of winter ; but figu- 
ratively must mean, that the purity of reli- 
gion shall not again be corrupted by the heat 
of fanaticism on the one hand, nor frozen by 
the cold of infidelity on the other. The uni- 
versal prevalence of true religion is then de- 
clared. (See note.) 

And the Lord shall be king over all the earth ; 
in that day shall there be one Lardy and his name 
one. 
The fulfilment of what now remains of the 
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prophecy appears to be still future, and con- 
sequently it does not fall within the limits of 
our plan to attempt the particular exposition 
of each part of it ; but sufficient, it is hoped, 
will be found in what is already accomplished, 
to convince the Christian reader of the 
general purport of the whole ; and to warrant 
the statement made at the outset, that these 
six chapters are not, as former commentators 
have supposed them to foe, a collection of un- 
connected predictions relating to different 
subjects, but one continued and uninterrupted 
prophecy, presenting a view of the progress of 
our religion, from its promulgation to its 
final establishment in purity and perfection. 

That the evidence of this will be sufficient 
to convince the Jew, I am far from expecting, 
being well aware of the many objections he 
has still to urge against our exposition of pro- 
phecy, after those which are here presented, 
may have been removed. But it may pos- 
sibly have some weight with him, when he 
finds upon examination, the same view of the 
subject offered by Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, 
and others; which the Christian will find 
more circumstantially displayed in the Reve- 
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lation of St. John. In fact, my exposition 
of the Apocalypse, has furnished me with the 
clue to guide me through all the prophecies, 
that relate to the progress of the Messiah's 
kingdom ; for I find that each succeeding pro- 
phet has helped to fill up the outline given by 
his predecessors ; while the picture is finally 
completed by St. John, the last of them all. 
But as a portrait is most easily recognised 
when the likeness is complete; so the pro- 
phecy last uttered, being most perfect, is 
most easily mterpreted, and naturally becomes 
the key to all the others ; that is, the last de- 
livered ought to be the first expounded, which 
is the order I have pursued. 

As I have made no change in the translation 
of this chapter, few explanatory notes are 
required; and the Rabbi's reply to this, as 
to the one preceding, may be comprised in 
this single objection; that no part has yet 
been literally fulfilled, such being the only 
fulfilment which he looks for or admits. 

The impossibility of a more literal fulfil- 
ment has been shewn in many places, but es- 
pecially at the beginning of chapter x. ; and 
until the Jew answers this, I must consider. 
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what to me appears to be the main pillar of 
his argument, as fairly overthrown. And the 
grand question, whether Christ be the Mes- 
siah, resting upon this, namely, whether his 
kingdom be a spiritual or a temporal one, 
must be decided, as regards the present argu- 
ment, by shewing whether the prophecies re- 
lating to it have regard to spiritual or tem- 
poral affairs. 

Many who object to the spiritual view, 
misconceive what is meant by the spiritual 
exposition; and consider it as setting aside 
altogether the historical fulfilment of pro* 
phecy ; whereas the question is simply be- 
tween religion and politics, between church 
and state ; in short, whether the spiritual or 
temporal history of the world should be looked 
to, for the fulfilment of those prophecies which 
foretel the progress of Christianity, or the 
Messiah's kingdom. By directing their view 
to temporal affairs, the ablest expositors have 
hitherto discovered only an occasional allu- 
sion to Christianity in a few verses of parti- 
cular chapters, and in others no allusion to it 
whatever; whereas, by adhering closely to 
the spiritual view, and understanding the pro- 
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phec)r as foretelling the piogress of true re- 
ligion { the battles and conflicts foretold^ re- 
presenting the opposition which it has e:^- 
perienced, and the comiptions which it has 
undeigone from the evil passions and worldly 
propensities of man; we hare been enabled 
to shew the historical fulfilment of the whole ; 
not selecting, as others have done, particular 
passages, but shewing that every chapter and 
every verse relates to the same subject, and 
this subject, the progress of Christianity. 



187 



NOTES TO CHAPTER XIV. 



Ver. 4. Half of the mountain shall move toward the north , 
and half of it toward the south, 

Altbougli this passage is kft in the text as it originally stood, 
yet the writer aoknoidedges a manifest inadvertency in nnf- 
posing the division here spoken of into northern and southern 
to have reference to the position of the prophet, any more 
than to that of the reader ; with neither of which it has any 
connection, it has been objected by a judicious friend of the 
author, that Mi^ommedism has prevailed, and still does pre- 
vail in countries lying north of Judea, where the prophet wrote. 
The objection is perfectly just, nor was it unpekceived by the 
writer, though he did not at fint see how to remove it, simple 
as ra the sdution of the difficulty, and striking as then appears 
the fulfilment of the prophecy. 

The solution is-«that this division of the nominal Christian 
world here foretold, into two grand apostaoies, Anti-christianism 
and Mahommedism, which were destined to occupy a position 
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northward and southward, had no relation to the prophet, but 
simply to each other — that is, they were to be north and south 
of each other. — Now let a line be drawn, such as might be ex- 
pected from the fracture of a mountain by an earthquake, ex- 
tending from the west of Europe to the east of Asia, over a 
surface of not less than 180 degrees of longitude, and no where 
deviating more than 10 degrees of latitude, and we shall find 
the Greek and Latin churches occupying the whole portion 
lying to the north, while Mahommedism engrosses all to the 
south. And we shall find those parts only of Europe cut off 
which were pre-ordained to fall under the Moslem yoke, as 
Spain, Sicily, Corsica, and Sardinia, Calabria, Greece, and 
Turkey in Europe ; while Russia forms the boundary line from 
all the Mahommedan nations lying to the south of it. This 
line will be comprised between 40 and 50 deg.. of nor. lat. 
Thus singularly have the words of the prophecy been accom- 
plished. And thus strikingly is the will of Heaven, in the pre- 
ordination and disposal of human events, made manifest to the 
mind of man. 

Ver. 8. In summer and in winter it shall he. 
Can such a state of the world, it may be asked, which shall 
be exempt from fanaticism on the one hand, and from infide- 
lity on the other, be brought about without some miraculous 
interposition to alter the nature and constitution of the human 
mind ? And does it comport with the usual ordinances of Pro- 
vidence, who seems to effect his purposes by natural means, to 
deviate in this instance, from the ordinary course of nature? It 
certainly does not appear so ; and it would, no doubt, be more 
satisfactory, and be more likely to obtain belief, if natuml 
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meant could be pointed out, adequate to produce this marvel- 
lous change in the state of the world , without calling for the 
necessity of miraculous interposition. Let us see then — the 
most fertile source of infidelity will be found in the mysteries 
and dogmata invented by priestcraft, which reason revolts at 
and rejects. Are, these then, essential to true Christianity 7 
is the question. If not — and Christ ever appealed to the 
reason of his hearers, advancing nothing that reason could gain- 
say — then true Christianity requires only to be taught, and In- 
fidelity will have no ground left to stand upon. With regard 
to fanaticism, there can be no doubt that false ideas of religion 
engender this extreme ; ignorance, encouraging the hopes of a 
sensual paradise on the one hand ; and fear, inspiring the dread 
of eternal torments on the other, as in the 'Mahommedan and 
Romish churches, have been most fruitful in producing this 
extravagance. With just ideas of religion and the Divine be- 
neficence, such feelings are incompatible. A religion of love, 
and such is Christianity when justly appreciated, can never lead 
to fanaticism. We may love Ood with all our heart, with all 
our mind, with all our soul, and with all our strength, and it 
can never disturb our reason, or lead to any but the happiest 
and most rational frame of mind. 

T^ius, the dissemination of true Christianity, the just appre- 
ciation of its precepts and their faithful practice, appears to fur- 
nish a remedy adequate to the removal of both these evils, with- 
out requiring the aid of any miraculous interposition to effect 
this purpose. 



THE MILLENIUM. 



As the view of Christ^s kingdoniy taken in the 
preceding exposition, is that which regards it 
as not only that state or condition of man, 
which is most calculated to prepare him for, 
and enable him to attain eternal happiness 
hereafter ; but also as that which is adapted to 
produce the highest possible degree of felicity 
here on earth, it will be proper to consider a 
few of the arguments that may be brought for 
and against this view of the Millenium, and 
to state the view itself more distinctly. 

The happy state which the world may at- 
tain to, under the universal prevalence of true 
religion, it is more easy to imagine, than to 
describe ; for a volume would hardly suffice 
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to enumerate all the blessings it is calculated 
to afford. The cessation of foreign war, with 
all the miseries attending it; the end of all 
tyranny and oppression at home ; of injustice 
and misrule, are the most distinctly an- 
nouncedy and their benefit perhaps the most 
obvious. But their influence on society is 
limited in comparison with the wide diffusion 
of happiness that would ensue from the im« 
provement in private life, and the ameliora- 
tion of individual character. Were the vices 
prevalent in each class of society banished 
from the world ; ambition and ostentation from 
the higher, inordinate love of gain from the 
middle and commercial, idleness and impro- 
vidence from the lower class, such a change 
would ensue, that the golden age of the poets 
would be revived. Fortunes would no longer 
be squandered, and families be ruined by ex- 
travagance and dissipation ; gambling specu- 
lation, extortion and chicanery would be un- 
known in trade; poverty and dishonesty 
would be banished from the working classes. 
Thus, litigation and crime ceasing, the civil 
and criminal code would become a dead letter, 
and every man would enjoy in security the 
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fruits of his industry ; while the peace and 
harmony of families would be insured by the 
increased prevalence of kindness and brotherly 
love, forbearance and self-control, charity and 
beneyolencCy with other domestic virtues. 

m 

Among the blessings promised in this state, 
is increased length of life ; nor is this at all 
difficult to conceive or account for. The tor- 
menting passions of ambition and avarice sub- 
siding; the mind being no longer tortured 
by the cravings they occasion, nor the spirit 
broken by the disappointments that attend 
them ; the constitution being no longer worn 
out by the toils and cares they give rise to, 
the larger portion of diseases incidental to 
man, (and more proceed from the mind than 
the body) would be prevented. 

But those arising from bodily causes, would 
likewise for the most part vanish, from a 
proper restraint on the indulgence of the 
passions and appetites. 

Nor is diminution of disease the only cause 
that would lengthen life. The healing art 
being more zealously studied, and more con- 
scientiously practised, with more regard for 
the welfare of the patient, and less for the 
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emolument ; it is not unreasonable to suppose 
that great improvement would take place in 
every branch of It. And thus another source 
would be opened for producing increased 
length of days. 

But with the moral and physical blessings, 
let not the spiritual pass unnoticed. Eternal 
life is the reward promised to those who 
strive to obtain it, and render themselves 
worthy of it. Surely then the universal pre- 
valence of peace, charity and good-will 
among mankind is more likely to produce a 
fitness for this state, than the present order of 
things. Thus our eternal and our temporal 
interests would be alike promoted by it. 

The prophetic language, supposed to foretel 
this state being metaphorical its meaning 
may be questioned ; and it may be objected, 
that reason and experience are alike ad- 
verse to the supposition that the world will 
ever be materially different from what it 
has been. Would not this argument, if urged 
two thousand years ago, have been then 
deemed conclusive against the possibility of 
events, having previously no parallel in the 
history of man, which nevertheless did after* 

o 
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wards take place. That any considerable 
body of men should be found, who should 
prove themselves above the allurements of the 
world; despising wealth and honours; dis- 
regarding every thing before held most es- 
timable by mankind ; and braving ignominy, 
tortures and death : — would not the argument, 
that such things had never been, have been 
deemed conclusive against the supposition 
that they ever would be ? And yet all this did 

m 

occur in the apostolic age. If the past then 
afford any presage for the future, it is not 
against, but in favour of the conclusion, that 
what has been, may be again. 

Perhaps it may be objected, that the purity 
and heroic virtue of the apostolic age were 
transient, and can never be permanent ; they 
were partial, but can never be general. This 
mode of reasoning is perhaps less philo- 
sophical than it may at first appear. What 
has obtained amongst one race of men, may 
obtain amongst others. What has continued 
for one generation, may continue for more. 
The life of man is no transient period, but 
to each individual the longest period possible. 
A whole race is not a partial, but as regards 
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them, a general prevalence. And if there be 
any truth in history, the principles and prac- 
tices of the early Christians pervaded their 
whole race, and lasted during their whole 
lives. 

True Christianity has however vanished, it 
may be said ; and what should revive it ? The 
evil passions of man have prevailed against it ; 
and why should they not again ? I answer ; 
the same causes that produced it, may revive 
it ; and the permanency of those causes, may 
render it permanent. Conviction was the 
cause that produced it ; that inward, heartfelt, 
active conviction, which never leaves the mind 
for a moment, and admits no shadow of doubt ; 
not that inert, listless, passive form of be- 
lief, which assents, it knows not why; and 
believes, it knows not what. 

I have heard a distinguished churchman 
afi&rm his persuasion, that the most prevalent 
evil in the church is infidelity. I would fain 
disbelieve it. It surely is not that bold and 
open infidelity which denies revealed religion. 
If it prevail at all, it must be that secret 
wavering propensity to doubt, apt to arise in 
minds not fully satisfied of the truth, and 

o 2 
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which feel regret that its evidence is not more 
conclusive. This may be, and is much to be 
regretted. For such belief can never produce 
effective influence on the life and conduct ; 
nor awaken that impassioned eloquence in the 
preacher, which animated the first teachers of 
Christianity, and carried conviction to the 
hearts of their hearers. Whence arises this 
state of mind ? Are the proofs of Christianity 
then inconclusive? Far otherwise. Though 
its prophetic proofs are clothed in metaphor, 
and require study to understand them ; though 
its history is by no means free from contra- 
dictions ; though time may have obscured 
some passages, and interpolation thrown a 
doubt upon others ; yet is there left sufficient ; 
amply sufficient to satisfy the mind of any 
who think the subject worthy of serious exa* 
mination. 

But here is the misfortune. Most men 
think otherwise. The laity are too often con- 
tent to take their religion on trust ; and the 
clergy for the most part want leisure for 
studies that demand so much time and atten* 
tion ; while their following hitherto in a beaten 
track, and paying undue deference to the 
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authority of the Masoretic punctuation, have 
encumbered them with difficulties almost in* 
surmountable. Hence it is, that as far as 
regards the prophetic evidence of our reli« 
gion— the elucidation of that miraculous tes- 
timony to its truth, the force of which is ever 
progressively increasing and which alone can 
place us on an equal ground of belief with the 
first Christians, — the world has remained 
nearly stationary above a thousand years. 
Of learning there has been no want ; of talent 
abundance ; of reading no end ; but beyond 
verbal criticisms, the settling of doubtful 
words and passages, for the improvement of 
the text, little has been done. The general 
scope, as well as the particular interpretation 
of the Old Testament prophecies, the ultimate 
evidence of Christianity, h(is received little 
elucidation since the days of the Apostles. 

Here is one fruitful source of conviction 
yet unopened. When fully opened, from more 
perfect conviction will flow more zeal in the 
teaching, and more influence on the minds of 
the hearers. 

If it be doubted whether the most perfect 
religious instruction that can be given, or the 
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fullest conviction of an endless futurity of 
happiness or misery when impressed on the 
mind, can suffice to control the passions and 
propensities of man ; let the effect of training 
on the brute creation be considered. It will 
not surely be contended, that man has less 
power of controlling his propensities, or is less 
capable of culture than they. If then we find 
that creatures the most opposite in disposition, 
and supposed to be natural enemies, may be 
trained to live together peaceably and ami- 
cably ; what may not be expected from man, 
having moreover the aid of reason to guide and 
assist him ? 

Let adequate motives for controlling his 
passions be furnished; let true Christian 
principles be early inculcated ; let religion be 
more practical and less doctrinal ; let precept 
be enforced by example, and there is nothing 
foretold in this new order of things that may 
not be accomplished ; nothing promised in it 
that may not be reasonably expected. 
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